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TODAY’S NEWS 


Artificial skin on sale 


_ Uboratory-grown human skin which is already on safe 
heralds the start of a new era in transplant surgery. 

'• wich a variet > r of artificially grown body parts, 

- Including heart muscles, coming on to the market. 
-“This is not science fiction.” said one of the inventors 
. responsible. Page 13 


Tory wit and wisdom 


The attempt by the new Tory leader William Hague to 
present his party as a forward-looking, intellectually 
invigorated force wasn’t greatly helped by two older 
Tories yesterday. Lord Tebbit attacked multi culturaJism 
as divisive and suggested immigrant families had to be 
loyal to one culture only, or “they will forever be 
foreigners holding British passports and this kingdom 
will become a Yugoslavia Not to be outdone, Alan 
Clark MP. who has been presenting a television history 
of the Tory Parry, suggested all members of the IRA 
should be lined up against a wall and shoe Mr Hague, 
who visited the Notting Hiit carnival as one of his first 
acts as leader, later rebuked Lord Tebbit by saying he 
wanted a multicultural party. Page 4 


Pensions above £ 1 00 


The state married couple's pension is to rise above 
£100 a week for the first time. The reason? Simply that 
Septembers inflation rate of 3.6 per cent is used to 
uprate many benefits. The change will happen from 
April. Home-owners, though, have little reason to 
cheer the Bank of England is likely to raise interest 
races agai n before long to keep underlying inflation on 
course for the Government* target. Page 24 


Kids' cartoon threat 


7 * 


s. 


Imported American cartoons, delivered in huge 
; quantities through satellite and cable television, are 
’ changing British childhood tastes, according to a 
conference held in London yesterday. They are now 
the dominant type of children's programme on 
television, squeezing out traditional dramas and factual 
programmes, the Broadcasting Standards Commission 

! told a meeting of the lobby group Voice of the 
r Listener and Viewer. Page 3 


Irish minister goes 


Tl 


" s -■■■ 

1 J 


?£ay Burke, che Irish foreign minister and co-sponsor of 
I- the Northern Ireland calks, was yesterday forced to 
Tresign. just as they reached a crucial stage. He bad 
7 been under siege for weeks after admitting taking 
I £30.000 in cash in 1989 when a business associate was 
VSeeking planning permissions in Dublin. Page 
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A paparazzi ban? That’ll save us money, 
sneers Rupert Murdoch 




Rupert Murdoch yesterday declared that the 
death of Diana, Princess of Whies, would save 
his World-Wide meefia operation a lot of mon- 
ey because his papers would no longer have 
to pay exorbitant fees for photographs tak- 
en by paparazzi. He was dismissive when 
asked If fie regretted buying intrusive pictures 
of Diana for his papas. *Oh, I think news- 


papers paid far too mudi for them,* he replied. 
“We’D have a major cost saving if we can get 
rid of this crew.’ Speaking to the annual meet- 
ing of his parent group News Corporation in 
Adelaide, he went on to dissociate himself 
from the a c c us a tio ns of Earl Spencer, Diana* 
brother, that newspapers (flee his had hound- 
ed Diana to her death. There were un- 


doubtedly.. . I don't want to throw stones in 
glass houses, but I would certainly say that 
we were by no means the worst offenders 
and that Prinoess Diana, whom we att had the 
greatest respect for, generally worked with 
the photographers to her satisfaction.' He 
called on those who argued that the solution 
was tougher privacy laws to be careftd. ‘When 


we get into this talk of privacy laws, it* to 
see if we can get a new privilege for the al- 
ready privileged,’ he said. *ft should be resisted, 
I think, by aH journalists and all people involved 
in publishing and television. Privacy laws are 
for the protection of people who are already 
privileged.’ TV lobby, page 24 

Photograph; Matt Tumer/Reuters 


CJD could be spread by 
blood transfusions 


Could blood transfusions 
accelerate the spread of CJD in 
the human population? And if, as 
some scientists .fear, they could, 
our Environment Correspondent 
asks what could be done to 
minimise the risk 


Some senior scientists fear that there is 
a real possibility, that the new variant of 
the lethal brain affliction Creutzfeldl- 
Jakob disease (CJD) caused by mad cow 
disease could pass through the popula- 
tion via blood transfusions. 

The Government must urgently con- 
sider removing white blood cells, a po- 
tential source of mfeedvity, from donated 
blood, they say. But that would add at least 
£5 Om to the costs of blood transfusions. 

The Government says the risks of in- 
fection is ‘‘negligible" but unknown. Re- 
search is being commissioned to tty to pin 
it down, “If you don’t have proof, then 
you have to say there is a possibility," the 
Department of Healih said yesterday. 

Tfe scientists’ feats emerged at a con- 
ference this week organised by one of 
Britain’s research councils. It was held un- 
der “Chatham House" rules. which means 
that, those attending - including The In- 
dependent -cannot disclose the identity of 
speakers or give details of the meeting. 

“The processes we are going through 
today, as bkxxi transfusion, could am- 

plify a disaster lurking behind the scenes” 

said a genetics professor. “One could 
maifp the argument that removing white 
Mood cells [from donated blood] should 
be done in anticipation.’* 

The conference was held as the De- 
partment of Health revealed plans to keep 
track, in secret, of ail those who have re- 


ceived blood from four donois who later 
became fll with new variant CJD (v-CID), 
the human version of bovine spongiform 
encephalopathy (BSE). The department 
said the recipients of the blood would not 
be told because it did not want to cause 
an unnecessaiy panic There have been 21 
victims of v-CJD, and only one is still alive. 

Scientists are worried because, in ex- 
periments in which mice have been in- 
fected with BSE, it has been shown that 
the agent which carries the infection be- 
comes established first of all in glands 
which make and harbour white bkxxi cells, 
such as the spleen and lymph nodes. Fur- 
thermore, the amount of infectivity in 
these glands builds up at time passes. Lai- 


BY NICHOLAS 
SCHOON 


er on the agent moves into the brain and 
spinal cord, where it causes the disease. 

Experiments on mice have also indi- 
cated that blood can cany the infective 
agent, a mutant protein. But the infection 
can only pass from one animal to anoth- 
er when the bbod is injected into the brain. 
Blood-to-blood transfusions have not 
been witnessed to transmit the disease. 

There are grounds to hope the risk 
from transfusions is extremely low or non- 
existent For years, scientists have been 
searching to find out whether blood do- 
nations from people who later went on to 
contract “classic CID" had ever passed the 
disease to those who received transfisions. 

Classic CJD has been killing a small 
number of people each year long before 


v-GJD came on the scene. So far, stud- 
ies have not found a single instance 
when a blood transfusion passed the in- 
fection oa. 

But these findings provide no absolute 
guarantee of safety. First, v-GJD has 
some differem properties from classic CJD, 
which may alter its infectivity. Second, there 
b the sheer scale of blood transfusions, and 
the fact that an unknown number of per- 
fectly healthy looking people are incubating 
v-CJD. There is no way of preventing them 
from donating blood, because there is no 
test which shows whether the agent is in 
people in the early stages of the disease, 
or when they are incubating it. 

Concerned scientists point to parallels 
with the opening years of the Aids pan- 
demic in the early Eighties. At the time, 
there was do blood test which could 
demonstrate the presence of the HIV virus 
in blood Tbe authorities said the risk to 
haemophiliacs from stopping transfu- 
sions of the clotting agent ftetor VH1 far 
outweighed the risk of contracting Aids. 
Yet, subsequently, thousands of 
haemophiliacs were killed by Aids due to 
them receiving contaminated factor VOL 

The Government avoids outright 
claims that transfusions are completely 
safe. Chief Medical Officer Sir Kenneth 
Caiman said: “Any negligible risk of new 
variant CJD transmission is heavily out- 
weighed by the immediate benefit [of 
blood transfusions]. For many, that will 
mean saving their life." 

There are 15 million blood donations 
a year and about 800,000 patients receive 
transfusions. Hie blood is separated into 
red blood cells, platelets (which help blood 
to dot), and plasma. Plasma is mixed with 
plasma from other donors and products 
derived from tbe plasma of one donor can 
be transfused into many patients. 
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¥ COLUMN ONE 

Ballet Blitz as Cinderella 
wages war on convention 


FIRST NIGHT 



Cinderella did go to the ball — on a mo- 
torbike; the corps de ballet didn’t wear tu- 
tus, but they did wear gas masks. 

There have been many claims to be the 
new “new rock'n'roll" — comedy, cine- 
ma, even occasionally rock'n'roll. But now 

,, , „ _ . , Nereis the most surprising contender of 

aft: ballet. Last night at London’s Piccadilly Theatre the radically inno- 
vative company Adventures In Motion Pictures (AMP) staged Cinderella. 

There was Cinderella the ballet (excellent); Onderella the T-shirt {price: 
a little more than a glass slipper); and Cinderella the £70,000 themed 
first night party in Forties fashions at the Savoy (Prokofiev drink your 
heart out). 3 v 3 

The contemporary dance troupe was led for this production by Roy- 
al Ballet stars present and past - the ethereal Sarah WHdor, clashing young 
icon Adam Cooper, and legendary mature icon Lynn Seymour. The sto- 
ry was set in the Blitz, with Cinders fallin g for a wounded RAF pilot. 

The show was splattered with spectacle and, special effects and daz- 
zling choreography from. AMP’s Matthew Bourne. The result: £lm ad- 
vance bookings at the box office, a young audience, merchandising a plenty 
and a full West End theatre. 

For the present stars of the Royal Ballet watching from the stalls, there 
was a slightly bitter irony. They can see that for the bqst dancers, the au- 
dience-grabbing AMP (which featured all male swans and plenty of leather 
in Swan Lake last year) knows it will get the best by recruiting from the 
Royal Ballet 

But while their former colleagues played to a packed house last night 
the Royal Ballet is currently losing the battle to fill the auditorium over 
at Hammersmith thanks to crassly misjudged management ffe risi rms by 
the Royal Opera House on where the company’s temporary home should 
be, and choosing one lacking any claim to grandeur. 

Perhaps, though, there is more to it than location. AMP has lessons 
for both contemporary dance (it always ensures there is a narrative to 
its works to help the audience) and classical ballet. Bourne is very much 
director as well as choreographer, whereas the role of director is curi- 
ously lacking in so much ballet. 

While he never messes with the music or the essence of a classical sto- 
ry, he insists on drama - last ni gh t’s ballet being set in the Blitz with its 
effects on the characters - and humour, such as Cinderella fantasising 
about her dream bomber pilot prince, and the real thing is too timid to 
give her a kiss. 

And then there is the marketing. Katharine Dor6 who co-runs AMP 
has concentrated her marketing on a database of theatre- and cinema- 
goers and not the traditional ballet audience. 

‘There are so many people who don’t consider going to ballet,” she 
says. They think it will be over their heads. But our work is so visual 
and we bring in an audiecne who go to cinema. There’s been an immense 
sea change in what audiences want over the last couple of years. Audi- 
ences want to be challenged but the work has to be delivered in an ac- 
cessible way.” 

AMP achieved that double objective last night, and the country’s great 
classical companies mil look at their box office figures and may now de- 
ride to mix more of the challenging and accessible with the 
oured and traditional. 

— David Lister, Arts' News Editor 
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Australia (dollars) 

2.15 

Italy (Ura) 

V 17 

Austria (schillings) 

19.36 

Japan (yen) 

194.70 

Belgium (francs) 

56.93 

Malta (lira) 

0.60 

Canada ($) 

2.16 

Netherlands (guilders) 

3.09 

Cyprus (pounds) 

0.81 

Norway (kroner) 

II. K) 

Denmark (kroner) 

1055 

Portugal (escudos) 

279.19 

France (francs) 

9.25 

Spain (pesetas) 

232.06 

Germany (marks) 

2.76 

Sweden (kroner) 

II -86 

Greece (drachm®) 

438.74 

Switzerland (francs) 

228 

Hong Kong {$) 

12. Q 

Turkey (lira) 

2707 

Ireland (puncs) 

1.07 

USA($) 

157 
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TRAVEL 


Airlines have threatened to take the Civil Aviation Authority, the 
regulator, to court over the publication of punctuality statistics, officials 
yesterday. - . 

“We have to check all the derails extremely carefully,” Stan Abraham^ . 
. chief gtatisririan at the CAA, said. “Some carriers have told as they 
legal redress if we publish. Which is why when we do, the figures are right" 

Fewer than half (49 per cent) of holiday flights in and out of the OKsiO 
. major airports were on time in the April to June 1997 period, the CAA re- 
vealed — a worse performance than the 52 per cent on-time figure for 
to June 1996. And with the number of flights constantly increasing, theHf 
nation is unlike ly to improve. “Delays will increase, and with charters, once 
a flight gets d elay ed, it’s very difficult for that plane to get back on time again,* 
*aid Mr Abrahams. Scheduled service flights were also suffering. Neaity 

75 per cent were on time during this period compared with 80 per cent on 
time in the three months from April 1996. At Gatwick, the UK’s busiest hol- 
iday airport, only 42 per cent of total charter flights and only 40 per cent of 
European charters were on time. 

— Randeep Ramesh, Transport Correspondo* 


Down to earth: Michael Foale with his children Jenna and Ian 


MOTORING 


Father and child reunion for Mir astronaut 


Tailgating drivers top ‘hate-list’ 


British-born astronaut Michael Foale tucked into 
a pizza he had ordered from outer space - “every- 
thing on it, but hold the anchovies” - early yester- 
day after landing safely at Cape Canaveral Florida, 
on the shuttle Atlanta from a 145-day space 
odyssey. 

Watched by his wife Rhonda and grabbing his 
daughter Jenna, 7, and son Ian, 3, for both hugs and 
balance, he said he planned to spend his first day 
back getting his “earth legs” after the gravity-free 
environment on board the Russian space station Mir. 
Ttis 1 eg$ feel like weights. It’s very hard putting one 
foot in front of the other,” his mother Mary said 
from his parents' borne in Cambridge. 

Who delivered the 40-year-old astrophysicist's 
pizza was not immediately known, but back in 
Britain, Pizza Hut marketeers were quick to spot 
the potential and offered him £20,000 to advertise 
their product. “We feel he has star quality," a Piz- 
za Hut spokesman said, adding with no hint of irony: 
“The sky’s the limit for MichaeL 1 * 

No hint of irony either from his father. 67-year- 
old Air Commodore Colin Foale, who said the whole 
family was “over the moon”. “He joins a hall of 
heroes now. I have been told Nasa believes he was 


the right man in the right place for this particular 
mission,” Air Commodore Foale added. 

The astronaut may have been boro in Britain but 
he looked as American as the chocolate chip cook- 
ies he bad wolfed down as post-pizza dessert when 
he appeared before reporters in a stars-and-stripes 
baseball cap yesterday. T am very glad to be hold- 
ing these children,” he said. Tan has grown to twice 
his size. You've become a rebel” he added, grin- 
ning at his sleepy son. “Jenna has become a tittle 
lady,” he said When his daughter squealed with do- 
ligfal he added; “sometimes”. 

T feel not particularly heavy, but a little uncertain 
in terms of walking and balance. 1 miss the breeze. 
1 want to get strong enough to be able to go out- 
side and walk. That’s going to be my goal for the 
next day.” 

Foale was visibly upset when asked in a televi- 
sion interview about the Mir's collision in July with 
a re-supply craft, widely blamed on the Mir’s then 
commander VfesOy Tsibliyev. “He felt responsible 
for the whole accident.” Foale said, “which 1 don’t 
quite feeL” Shaking his head and looking down, he 
added: “No, this is too hard to talk about”. 

— Phi Davison, Miam 
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Bill Gates backs Blair’s computer crusade 


Bill Gates, the multi-billionaire 
head of Microsoft yesterday 
promised the Prime Minister ad- 
^ vj re flpd involvement but no man- 
'^•^SKthe Government's ausade 
* 1 -to ccinnect every pupil to the In- 
, ; tesuet. 

fjpyaSMy Blair announced £100m to 
update school computers and 
software as he launched the na- 
tional grid for learning. 

The aim is to connect all 32JXX) 
British schools to the grid, which 
will be like a giant website, by 
2002. At present only 6,000 have 
access to the Internet. 

The grid will offer teachers les- 
son materials, advice on planning 
and educational software. Even- 
tually, pupils may be able to ac- 
cess worldwide information for 
their histoiy homework and to 
take part in science experiments 
involving space technology which 
would be impossible in the class- 
room. 

However. Mr Gales (pictured 
above) denied that Microsoft's 
participation in the National 
Teaching Grid was aimed at in- 
culcating a new generation of 
British computer users in his 
company's software. “People will 
make their buying decisions in- 
dependent of what’s there.” he 
said before* the lecture to Cam- 
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bridge undergraduates. 

“A particular word-processing 
package doesn’t tell you what to 
write or how to write. There are 
authors who use word processors 
and there are authors who use pen 
and paper, and that’s fine.” 

Ministers are currently exam- 
ining ways in which schools will be 
able to prevent pupils using the 
new computers to look at unsuit- 
able material such as pornography. 
Vfays of blocking such material al- 
ready exist, officials said. 

Though private aim panics will 


supply software for the grid, the 
Government will ensure that the 
quality is controlled. 

Mr Blair, who visited a com- 
puter class at Holland Park com- 
prehensive school in west London, 
told pupils he had been talking to 
“the guy who runs Microsoft" and 
had discussed how all libraries 
could be wired to the Internet. 

He said: “If we want the best 
educated and skilled workforce 
then we have to use the new tech- 
nology ... 

“We arc engaged with a whole 
series of people. Not just people 
like Bill Gates but our own com- 
panies here in this country.” 

Teachers fear that more infor- 
mation technology will distract 
from literacy, and in Brighton the 
Princess Royal told the Head- 
masters* and Headmistresses* 
Conference of lop public schools 
that there was more to education 
to computers. “Information tech- 
nology is not the answer to edu- 
cation in the sense of people 
understanding basic skills.” 

Though computers allowed 
children to acquire unprecedent- 
ed amounts of information, only 
teachers could turn that infor- 
mation into knowledge by show- 
ing its relevance to their lives. 

— Judith Judd, Education Editor 


Drivers getting too close to the car in front are most likely to make motorists 
angr y, according to a survey released yesterday. They also strpngjy objected 
to seeing other drivers using mobile phones whil e they are driving. 

The survey, from breakdown company Autonational Rescue, .based on a 
sample of 1,000 people, showed that 66 per cent of motorists dislike “tail- 
gating" - when the motorist behind drives too dose - and a further 57 per 
cent were angered by drivers who used mobile phones while on the move 
Other pet hates induded: motorists who drove with their fog tights on when 
they were not needed (39 per cent): loud music being played with windows 
wide upon (38 per cent); and motorists who always drove in the middle lane 
of a motorway (36 per cent). ' . 

“What is encouraging is that two of the most dangerous driving techniques 
- tailgating and mobile phone use - are at the very bead of our survey,” sajl 
Autonational Rescue marketing manager Ronan Hart. “Certainly, many ac- 
cidents would be avoided on Britain’s busy roads if motorists stopped tak- 
ing unnecessary risks.” 


SHOPPING 

Safeway scores in wine department 


Safeway has named Supermarket Wine. Retailer of the year in a new guide 
for buyers. ... s .• 

The Which? Wine Guide praises the supermarket’s range of 400 wines and 
its Eastern European selection in particular. “Safeway’s combination of in- 
novation and enthusiasm shines through even at a time when the range in 
nearly all of Britain’s supermarkets is better than it has been for many years.’ 
the guide says. Wine Merchant of the Year is Oddbins. for the fourth year 
running: the guide says it “continues to find inspiration” setting it above the 
rest. Mail-order wine services also get the thumbs-up for offering good qual- 
ity wines and some interesting bottles. ^ 

However, despite signs that Britons are becoming more adventurous w 
iheir choices, the guide says we are still too stingy when it comes to price. 
On average, drinkers in Britain spend £3.60 on a bottle of wine, akin to buy- 
ing a “second-hand Ford Sierra" when you could have a luxury model car. 


PRISON S ’ : 

Jail regime condemned as appalling 


Mentally ill inmates are being locked in their cells for up to 19 hoursa day 
in “disgraceful” conditions at a jail visited by Sir David Ramsbottant the 
chief inspector of prisons. - V 

The health-care centre at Parkhurst prison, the scene of a break out in 
1995 when three lifers escaped from the jail on the Isle of Wight, .was severe- 
ly criticised in the report published yesterday. Sir David said: The regime 
for patients, particularly those with mental heath disorders, is not only un- 
acceptable it is punitive and more akin to that found in segregation nnjfc* 
This regime must cease immediately He added that he was amazed theWsS ' 
Service had allowed such an “appalling regime" to continue at the secure 
category B jail because they had been criticised as long ago as. 19947 

— Jason Bennetto, Crime Cpnesporifat 
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“Whatever was the name 
of that chap who was Prime Minister 
this time last year?” 


Ah. how quickly we forget But you can always look up the answer with UneOne, the invaluable 
information and Internet service UneOne carries archives of leading British newspapers 
going back over twelve months, so rt's simple to refer bach to last year's major stones. 


Try UneOne and the Internet FREE. Call 0800 111 210 . 
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Being called “Sir" makes Paul Mc- 
Cartney cringe and he considered 
lurning down his knighthood. The 
former Beallc refuses to use the 
title or headed paper with it on. 
bought for him by his wife. Linda. 
Sir Paul. 55. believes John Lennon 
would have been embarrassed by 
a title and would have sent it back, 
he says in an interview with Radio 
Times magazine. 

Oasis are “very derivative, but 
they swing OK and they think 
they’re marvellous." he says. “I did 
a charity session with one of them 
and it reminded me a little of the 
Beadc recordings although, with 
more drugs and booze. We pre- 
ferred to work straight and party 
afterwards.” 

He says of his knighthood: “To 
me the problem was how much it 
would change ray life, mu whether 
is was a mynlist gesture. I don’t 
take it that seriously. It's a great 
honour hut I'm intelligent enough 
to find it easy to he cynical about 
these things - bring people down 
from Rotherham, bung them an 
MBE, casts you virtually nothing 
and they return home happy." 

His new 75-minule orchestral 
work. Standing Stone, is to be 
broadcast on Classic FM radio next 
Tuesday. 
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Nanny is portrayed as a pitiless killer 

. 1,1 mrnii* over the course of ihe tri- If* 






Louise Woodward 
listened tremulously to a 
. . ; "tape-recording of the 

J emergency call she made 

>,, when baby Matthew 
-4 -.-Eappen went into 
■"convulsions. David Usbome 
was in court in Boston 
on the first day of her 
trial on first degree 
o. : murder charges. 
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The 19-year-old British nanny 
facing first degree murder 
charges in Boston in the death 
last February of the baby boy in 
her charge, "Matthew Eappen, 
was portrayed by prosecutors 
yesterday as a pitiless killer 
who had inflicted injuries on the 
child that were "extremely atro- 
cious and cruel"; 

In vivid opening statements, 
assistant district attorney Ger- 
ry Leone repeatedly told jurors 
that the eight-month-old child 
had become incapacitated and 


died days later in hospital be- 
cause of "injuries caused by vi- 
olent slamming against a hard 
surface." 

Previewing a case for the 

prosecution, which will describe 
a voung nanny at the end of her 
tether with a child who would 
not settle, Mr Leone said that 
the injury had been inflicted in 
the bathroom of the family 
home. Matthew’s parents, Deb- 
orah and Sunil Eappen, am both 
doctors. The "slamming" of 
the child's head, he said, was an 


"action that anyone would 
know would cause a little etght- 

mnnlh-oldboytodie.” 

A tape-recording of Louise, 
apparently in u state of panic, 
ringing the emergency services 
was entered as a firei exhibit by 
the prosecution. Pleading for as- 
sistance, she was heard to say: 
“Help ... he's making gur^tng 

noises ... help, what should l 

do?... I think he puked. His face 
is going violet ...Ob, my God. 

For the defence, Andrew 
Good said he would demon- 


strate over the couree of the tri- 
al that may last three weeks, 
that Matthew in fact died from 
injuries that had been sus- 
tained, but not detected, in 
days prinr to the day in question. 
"When they say what happened, 
they will not he able to prove it 
happened," Mr Good said. 

Also on the defence bench 
was Bany Scheck, one of Amer- 
ica’s best-known lawyers, who 
made headlines as part or 
O J Simpson's so-called “dream 
team" of defenders. 


If they fail to avert a guilq? 

sentence for Miss Wood ^ fc 
she could 

imprisonment wuhoutp^f- 

Countering anasserticm hy 

the prosecution that Matme* 

had suffered injuries commOT- 
siurate with felling otnotos 

head from afirst floor wffldc^ 

Mr Good said this vwuld be 

shown io have been impossible. 

Sa trauma, he 

surclv have left the toad 
"smashed and destroyed , 
whereas on his admission to 
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argue lha. 
injury caused a slow 
®S*^rf?2od vessels in 
Matthews bead that eventual- 
prepare tolled 
iThJdralh. To support their 
a s- the defence will present 
medical experts and 
*31 also attempt to show that 
had a fnrclured wnst 
dscv - 



So many cartoons on TV 
it’s not funny 


British children are watching so 
many American cartoons some 
think 911 is the number for our 
emergency services. Paul McCann, 
Media Correspondent, looks at 
the threats to children's television 
that some think could damage 
our culture. 


Imported American cartoons, the growth it 1 
in satellite and cable television, changing a s 
childhood tastes and cost-cutting at the dr 
BBC and ITV are threatening the quality ge 
of children's television according to an in- at 
dustry conference held in London ycsier- 

day- . , bl 

Cartoons are now the dominant type of 01 
children's programme on television, cs 

| *"ueezing out traditional dramas and fac- ai 

al programmes, the Broadcasting Stan- 
irds Commission revealed to a meeting 1 
the lobby group Voice of the Listener p 
id Viewer. J 

-Animation now accounts for one -third 
r ail children's programmes, compared 
ith 25 per cent five years ago and just iu ^ 

ef The inference was told by Michael j 
orte, Carlton Television's head ofchil- | 

ren’s programmes, that the increase matt; 
tnation « due to the “blanket hombmg • 

if British television by American broad 
asters with massive libraries of cartoons 
It is the broadcasting equivalent of ptu- 
onium dumping, he said. _ 

Mr Forte called on Chns Smith, fee Sec- 
reiary of State for Culture Meto and 
S ,o help “ring-fence- budgets for more 
diverse children's programmes like drama 

“ Ama U Home, the highly respected ou^ 

that the money is no longer available to 
"ramas like the classic Seventy- 
ries Moondial unless joint funding can be 

32 sess— ~ 


Dan Maddicolt, director of children's 
programmes for ITV company United 
Ncm & Media, revealed that five of 
ITVs recent major children’s dramas 
had been made with overseas fundrng, in- 
cluding the quintessential^ Bnnsh 
Five which would not have been made it 
Enid Blyion was not popular with German 

Ch toS™ Hay. Chairman of the Voice of 
the Listener and Viewer, underlined the 
threat to Britain’s culture by recalling a vis- 
it fee Labour MP Diane Abbott made to 
a school in the London area where chil- 
dren could recall 911 . fee American emer- 
gency services number, but did not know 

BBC children's programming 
budget has fallen and ITV’s has stood tfdl 
over the last five years, six dumb dedi- 
cated to children have launched on cable 

and satellite television. 

The latest research by the independent 
Television Commission shows Art 

per cent of all homes have cable orsatel 
me television. 39 per cent of those homes 

I with children are connected. 

| InTosehomesSl percenlof-ewmg 

) would now be to channels HkeNiketodetm, 
the Cartoon network or Fox Kidswhichall 
1 rely heavily on imported American pro- 
orsmmes and cartoons. 

I ^Isuch is the competition for young view- 
ere that even acquired cartoons «r 
|. creasing in price and threatening the 
s future of some of the channels. 

1 Adding to the threat to the traditional 
BBC and ITV after-school childrens slot 

c- vratchnabygeneradonsqf Brifoh cM to n 

,d istoferttotchilclrcnncTwprefermvratcn 

re programmes sicb as soap operas which are 

nn made for adults. _ .. 





“ttoto^artotop ^ rating pro- 
grammes for children have all 

5KES32S53- 

S«k and tlnnk ‘I ««dd do so much more 

with a soap in there . . K . 

• The actor David Jason mtohMdto 

domination of popular televiaon al tfae N a 

tional Television Awards lastr^t. wmnmg 
Most Popular Actor, Most Popular Com 
Sw and Most Popular Come- 

* P^amme for the On* Fooh and 
/JOtses Christmas special. The awards are 
voted for by television viewers. 


Eve Arnold: 
truth lies and 
the camera 



Architecture; 
Newcastle, 
the cutting 
edge city 


Hard labour; 
Miscarriage 
threat of the 
35-hour week 


That* not all folks: Super 
• Mario (above). Bugs 
RlvSi Bunny (left) and Batman 

V. part of the continuing 

wave of American 
cartoon programmes 

which critics say is 
destroying British culture 



Rolf Harris; 
It’s only vet ’n’ 

roll, but we 
i like it 
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Ever felt this relaxed 
about your investments. 

Inflation-proofing, Well, our Ind**- 

total security. Too^tobe™^ ^ ^ 

linked Savl ^ S 2wl investment opportunity. 

togiveyouanemepaomu /ssue 0 ff er s on 

The recently i J erest 0 f 2.75% pa os 

improved rate of completely free 

mell os five years. 

of tax and guaranteed ^ w katever the 

So you will hmie ^ ^ we il above it. 

rote of inflation, you of mind, this is 

Lt”ioO £10,000 by completing the 
coupon in Your Money- 


N A T 1 0 N A T 

mmes 


Unique Investment Opportunities/wm HMTreasury 


«rmsonaJ Hnandar Servlcelld Is regulated by the Personal Investment Authority. For your security, all calktoVirair^jrect 
be recorded and randomly monltored.*Male non-sr^oker, age 35 next birthday, 10 yesp period of cover, costs from £6.78 
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Immigrants’ 
loyalties are 
questioned 

by Tebbit 


Conservative officials 
launched a counter- 
offensive yesterday after 
Lord Tebbit attacked 
Britain's multicultural 
society. Fran Abrams, 
Political Correspondent, 
examines a spate of 
outspoken comments 
by one of the party’s 
most controversial 
right-wingers. 


The moderate, all-inclusive 
image which William Hague 
tried to convey yesterday came 
under fire almost immediately 
from Lhe more extreme ele- 
ments in his party. Lord Tebbit 
made a fringe speech claiming 
immigrants could not be loyal 
to “two nations”, while the 
controversial MP Alan Clark 
suggested killing the entire 
IRA in one night. 

Mr Hague moved swiftly 
last night to distance himself 
from remarks by Lord Tebbit, 
in which the former Ibiy par- 
ty chairman suggested that the 
nation was being “splintered 
and fractured” by increasing 
multi-culturalism. 

Echoing the famous “crick- 
et test" controversy which oc- 
curred after he claimed people 
were only truly integrated if 
they supported England at 
cricket. Lord Tebbit claimed 
multi -cu Ituralism was divisive. 

“You can't have a whole 
load of different cultures in one 
society, you have one culture for 
one society and if you get dif- 
ferent societies mixed up, liv- 
ing dose cheek-by-jowi, you wQl 
splinter our society in the way 
that devolution is splintering the 


United Kingdom," he said. 
“Multi-culturalism is a divisive 
force. One cannot uphold two 
sets of ethics or be loyal to two 
nations, any more than a man 
can have two masters. It per- 
petuates ethnic divisions 
because nationality is in the 
long term more about culture 
than ethnics. 

“Youngsters of all races 
bom here should be taught that 
British history is their history, 
or they will forever be foreign- 
ers holding British passports 
and this kingdom will become 
a Yugoslavia," he said, under- 
lining similar comments which 
he made in a weekend televi- 
sion interview. 

He also blamed several of 
his most senior colleagues for 
the current state of the party. 
“Blame Margaret Thatcher, 
Michael Hescltine and John 
Major. She left old Labour 
too weak to resist new Labour. 
Michael Hesel tine’s vendetta 
against her tore the Tories 
apart, leaving a haemorrhage of 
membership pouring from the 
party's unhealed wounds. As 
John Major distanced himse lf 
from Thatcher. Tony Blair 
picked up and wore with style 
the Tory clothes which had fit- 
ted Major like an Oxfam suit." 

Earlier, Mr Hague had told 
the conference: “I want to see 
in our party more black people, 
more Asians. I want to see more 
young people." The principles 
which had brought him into the 
party included “patriotism 
without bigotry", he said. 

Last night. Mr Hague's 
spokesman said Lord lebbit's 
views did not chime with the 
leadership of his party. “We 
want a multicultural parly. You 
can read that as a slap-down if 
you wiD,” he said. 



Old habits die hard: John Major is given a rapturous welcome by delegates yesterday 

Promise to scrap failed policies 


Photograph: Rui Xavier 


Party leaders yesterday 
promised to scrap failed 
policies on local 
government. Cofin Brown, 
Chief Political 
Correspondent, reports 
on the Tories’ policy 
U-tum. 


Sir Norman Fowler, the former 
party chairman, yesterday ad- 
mitted that the lofty attitude of 
the Tory administration to lo- 
cal government had been 
wrong. He also hinted that the 
Tories could abandon their 
commitment to capping of 
council spending. 

“Let us be frank,” he told 


the conference. “Tbo often in 
the past local government has 
been seen as the poor relation 
of Conservative politics." 

Announcing a review of pol- 
icy, he criticised the past gov- 
ernment of which he was a 
member for failing to give Tory 
councillors the ha rking they de- 
served, and allowing ministers 
to visit local areas without 
telling Tory councillors. 

“No more separation of na- 
tional and local campaigning - 
we will win together or not at 
all," he said. As the shadow en- 
vironment spokesman. Sir Nor- 
man committed the Tories to 
rebuilding the parly with Tory 
council seats as its base. 

A new policy group, in- 
cluding councillors, will exam- 


ine every aspect of Tory polity 
on the town hails. It will look 
again at whether or not the 
Tbries should support capping 
of every local authority, he 
added Capping was introduced 
by the Tbries to force councils 
to toe the Treasury line on 
spending, and it would amount 
to a substantial U-tum. 

The rethink has been 
forced on the Shadow Cabinet 
by the gains made on 1 May in 
local elections, in spite of the 
landslide for Labour in the 
general election. That helped 
the Tbries to regain control of 
some county councils including 
Surrey and Hampshire. 

Sir Norman said the Tories 
will oppose the setting up of re- 
gional assemblies by the Gov- 


ernment, which amounted to 
the creation of the ‘most pow- 
erful quangos this country has 
ever seen*. 

Stephen Darrell, education 
spokesman, said the Tories 
would oppose the introduc- 
tion of student fees. 

“It is introducing fees but 
has refused to give the assur- 
ance that It [the money] will go 
back into higher education. 

There were also attacks on 
Labour for the private mem- 
ber's bill on banning foxhunt- 
ing during a debate ou the 
countryside. 

A number of Tory women 
were cheered at the rostrum 
when they said they had been 
at the pro-hunting rally in Hyde 
Park. 


Tory MPs accused of 
sexist remarks 


Evidence of sexist co mme nts by Conservative 
MRs in the House of Commons is to be ' 
presented to the Speaker, Betty'ffoothroyd, by 
Labour’s chief whip. . ■ ' 

The party's officials revealed last night that 
they were trawling videotapes of parliamentary 
proceedings, to corroborate complaints made 
by women MPs. Labour whips and some of the 
party’s women members have decided to • 
act after being told to “get bade lh the kitchen” 
during debates. 

A party spokesman said other comments 
included: “Why aren't you at home cooking 
your husband’s dinnerT’ and calls of "She'S got . 
PMT” whenever a female MP stood up to 
complain about anything. ^ - 

'The party said It was not releasing names 
yet, partly because it would be discourteous to 
the Speaker to give them 09 the press before .. 
giving them to her, and partly because it might - 
lead to legal action If the evidence was not ' - 
completely dear. 

SEEN & H EARD 

William Hague said Radio 4k Today 
programme had tipped a horse called . 
Opposition Leader to win in the 3.30 at 
Warwick yesterday, 'in years to come they will, 
be tipping opposition leader 00 win in many 
more races than they would care to admit,” he 
said. The horse came in second. 

In addition to the 180,000 papers returned In 
William Hague's ballot. Central Office also 
received a number of electricity and gas bills, 
£5,000 in cash and cheques - and a lottery 
ticket. 

"Lost: An election. Gan anyone help? If so, 
call 0171 637 MGL” Poster in conference hall, 
which turned out to be a spoof advert fora - 
cable TV comedy channel 

On today’s agenda: ' 

• Michael Howard, shadow Foreign 
Secretary 

• John Redwood, shadow spokesman on 
trade and industry. 

• Sir Archie Hamilton, MP, chairman of the 
backbench 1922 Committee. 

• Lord Parkinson, the Tories' new chairman. 

And on the fringe: 

• The European Foundation: Novelist 
Frederick Forsyth argues case against EU. 

• UK space policy: Conservative consumer 
affairs spokeswoman Cheryl GHlan takes her 
party into orbit 

• Conservative Christian Fellowship: shadow 
Chancellor Peter LiDey takes a spiritual 
approach. 






WHERE JESUS WALKED 

Take a video 
pilgrimage to the 

Holy Land 



A PILGRIMAGE 
FOR YOU AND YOUR FAMILY 
TO CHERISH FOREVER 

Now. through the magic of video, you can 
walk in Jesus’ footsteps through the Holy 
Land. Stand on the sites where Christianity 
was bom. Where miracles look place. Where 
the course of civilLution was changed 
forever. Where Jesus Walked has never before 
been offered at this special low price! 

Visit sacred places, then and now 
See where Jesus lived as a young boy — the 
river where He was baptized ._ the place 
when? His ministry’ began. Peer into the well 
at the site of the wedding at Cana where He 
turned water into wine. Gaze upon the 
Church of the Beautitudes, erected on the 
mount where Jesus taught. Hear the echo of 
history in the ruins of the synagogue 
where Jesus ordained His twelve disciples 
as “aptKtJcs"'. 


Fed uplifted „ inspired — renewed 
Travel Where Jesus Walked to the place where 
He fed 5,000 followers with 2 small fish and 5 
loaves of barley bread. Look into the tomb 
from which Lazarus was brought back from 
the dead Gaze out over Jerusalem from the 
Mount of CHives. as Jesus did that Passover 
season ... Feel the shadowy stillness in foe 
cenade where foe Last Supper is believed to 
have taken place. Retrace His steps on the 
walk to Calvary, and enter foe walled garden 
where foe tomb of Jesus stands empty. 

Only cm video! 

Professional colour videography, original 
music and Seriptu ro -fiPed narration make 
this video journey dramatic and exciting. Best 
of alL them: are no crowds, traffic or weather 
to worry about. And you can revisit as often 
as you like, at the touch of a button. For 
planning a trip, rekindling memories or 
deepening your understanding of the Bibio, 
Where feu* Walked is a "feast foe the MWuT. 


Money Back Guarantee 
This offer is made so that you will be 
comfortable in knowing that if you arc 
dissatisfied with this product, for any reason, 
you are ensured of a prompt and complete 
refund if you return your video within 30 
days. Absolutely no questions asked. So 
order vour copy today for oniv £14.05 + £2.05 
p&p. You will be glad you did. 

VH5 format approximately 60 minutes. 


IV( deliver to all 
adiliwes in the UK 
(including V. Ireland) 

ORDERS FROM 
EIRE WELCOME 
Punt - Found. 

AD orders are 
despatched within 
10 days from receipt 
uf order 



Hays House, 


Music & Memories, (DeptV292 ), 
!, P.O. Box 99, St. Austell, Corawa 


Cornwall PL25 3 YD 


BONUS OFFER! 


In His Presence 

“In His Presence" is a personal, uplifting 
source of spiritual strength combining 
classic hymns, contemporary songs, and 
moving pa* sagos from The Bible, the perfect 
companion In Where Jesus Walked". 

While the music and words soothe 
vour heart and soul, your Pit's will gaze on 
the magnificence of God *, handiwork - 
brilliant sunset?, cascading waterfalls. 
flowiT filled valleys bright starrv akin - the 
unfolding glory of nature. 

a special BONUS OFFER when 
! yw purchase "Where r«us Walked" you 
I can buy "In His Fna-cncc" for onlv £12.95 
post and packing free. 


! Musk ft Memories. (Dept V292 ), Hays House, 
P.O. Box 99, St Austell Cornwall FL25 3YD. 
Please rus h an The Videofel indicated below: 
[Product 


| [Where Jesus Walked 


Qtv { PnttMnc-p&p 


£17.00 


| Where Jesus Walked PLUS 
In His Presence 


09.95 


GRAND TOTAL 


Total 


j Cheque inclosed tor £ _ 
C Access’ Visa f Signature} 
No. 


made payable to Music & Memories. , 


.Exp. date 
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UK’s lowest 
standard rate 

No annual fee 

Just 1 0.9% APR variable 
from April ‘98 

Keep your credit limit 

No need to bank with us 


0800 
520 724 



APR 

Guaranteed ■ 
until April *98- 


lf you carry over a credit card balance 
each month, you should seriously think 
about applying for a Co-operative Bank 
Advantage Visa credit card or gold card. 
Transfer your balance and you’ll pay just 
7.9% APR (that’s 0.64% a month) on 
what you owe now and on all purchases 
until April ‘98. 


Thereafter, the rate reverts to 10.9% : 
APR variable - currently the UK’s 
lowest standard race*. On top of this 
there’s no annual fee, you can keep your 
existing credit limit and you don’t have 
to bank with us. What’s more, the • 
phone call is free and the lines are open 
24 hours. So what are you waking for? ' . 
wivvvm-ope r a d vdbankcojjk 
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United and reformed we can win, Hague tells faithful 


William Hague 

yesterday demanded 
unity and reform from 

His party after he had 
^ the ballot endorsing 

his leadership. Anthony 
Bevins, Political Editor, at 
the Blackpool 
conference, heard him 
$ caJ| °n his party to 
‘stand tali' again. 


A four-io-one vote for Mr 
Hague’s leadership and his 
outline headings for party 
reform emerged from a ballot 
of Conservative member*. 

But with 399,203 ballot pa- 
pers issued and only 143.299 
giving Mr Hague their support, 
up to 64 per cent either did not 
vote, voted no {34.092). or 
spoiled their ballot (2.622). 

Nevertheless, Mr Hague 
told the conference yesterday: 


"This is the week when we draw 
a line on the sand. The week 
when we stop apologising. The 
week when wc get up off our 
knees and stand tali again. 
This is the week when the 
whole world will see we are 
back in business.” 

He urged rank-and-file rep- 
resentatives not to be afraid. 
"Have faith in our party’s abid- 
ing values," he urged. “We 
have a mountain in climb, a 


Pa rty seeks to become top 
voluntary movement 


The Conservatives wane 
to become ‘the most 
effective volunteer 
political movement 
in western Europe'. 
Anthony Bevins dissects 
their ‘Blueprint for 
Change*. 


c n^ii 


A paper published vesterdav 
will form the basis of a reform 
package for a special party 
conference next spring - in- 
troducing a new and unified 
party constitution. 

The Urgency of Change. 
The case for change is put inthe 
context of the history of the 
-9th century, during which the 
Conservatives will have been in 
government, either alone or in 
coalition, for nearly 70 years. 
“No wonder,” the paper says, 
“that political historians have 
already labelled our cenluty the 
Conservative century." 

However, it then adds: “On 


, 1 May, the Conservative Party 
’ » suffered its heaviest defeat in 


1 r. TANK 


a general election since 1906." 
With only 165 MP5, no repre- 
sentation of Scotland, Wales or 
many of the country's great 
eit ies» and towns, the number of 
councillors more than halved 
since the mid-80s, and a mem- 
bership down from an esti- 
mated million-plus in 1979 to 
under 400,000 today, the lead- 
ership helieves that the oppor- 
tunity has to be taken for 
root-and-branch change. 

"This decline is structural, 
not cyclical, ft is nm just a re- 
sult of temporary political un- 
popularity, and there is no 
^evidence of a sustained revival 
of membership ... even during 
years of ... political success." 

Our Organisational Mis- 
sion. “Our mission is to create 
the greatest volunteer party in 
the western democratic world. 


a parly more than double our 
current size that can provide a 
sustainable advantage for Con- 
servatives at all levels of British 
electoral contest." But that will 
involve "trade-offs". The paper 
says: "We want a party whieh is 
more involving, listening and 
pa riidpat ive. But wc also want 
a party which is cohesive, fast- 
moving and able to engage in 
mature debate without ap- 
pearing perpetually disunited.'’ 

A Single Party - a Single 
Constitution. “Central to the 
reform programme will be the 
formation of a single party 
structure embodied in a single 
constitution" - bringing to- 
gether the "loose structures 
and cumbersome commit tees” 
of the existing voluntary, pro- 
fessional and representative 
wings of the party. A single gov- 
erning body is proposed, with 
some elected members, but 
“sensitive" issues would be 
managed by sub-committees, 
which would control the rules 
for leadership elections, can- 
didate selection, the confer- 
ence. and membership. 

A Streamlined Volunteer 
Organisation. Constituency 
association chairmen would 
meet twice a year as a Nation- 
al Convention, and lie she 
members of its executive would 
have places on the party board. 
One executive place might be 
resen ed for a woman. 

New Channels for In- 
volvement. A revitalised Con- 
servative Political Centre would 
offer members a role in policy- 
making. There would be a new 
youth organisation, called Con- 
servative Future, and a 
Women’s Network, to "en- 
courage talented women”. 

Revival in Local Govern- 
ment. A Conservative coun- 
cillors’ association is proposed, 
with a convention of Tory own- ' 
cil leaders meeting every year, 
and a senior councillor to be 


elected to the party hoard. 

Improved Professional 
Support. “The professional 
support network needs to 
become more flexible, more 
effectively managed from the 
centre and capable of being 
deployed in areas of greatest 
need.” That means "that in 
place of the traditional one-con- 
stituency. one-office set-up 
there should he a variable ‘mo- 
saic' of offices and support”. 

Creating a Mass Mem- 
bership. "intimately wc believe 
that our objective should be to 
have one million members, a lo- 
in] comparable to that which ex- 
isted twenty-five years ago." 
That millennium large twill re- 
quire a sense of involvement - 
but also a membership data- 
base, an improvement in com- 
munication with members, and 
a professionally marketed re- 
cruitment drive - based on 
higher subscriptions. 

Encouraging Talented 
Candidates. Candidate selec- 
tion, the paper says, is “best 
judged locally” by constituen- 
cy associations - but women 
candidates need encourage- 
ment, and they might need to 
be given a quarter of the places 
on first-round selection lists: 
constituencies might have can- 
didate shortlists imposed; and 
there could be a national short- 
list for by-election candidates. 

Hamessfog Modem Tech- 
nology. Information technology 
vwDbe part of foe "gh» that will 
bind the single party together”, 
e n abling membership data to be 
used for mail-shots. The In- 
ternet might also being used “as 
a communications tool”. 

Maintaining Standards of 
Integrity. Swift, effective and 
fair action is promised "to deal 
with future cases where the rep- 
utation' of our party may be 
threatened”. An Ethics and 
Integrity Committee is pro- 
posed to investigate complaints. 
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PRODUCT 


RECALL 


TESCO SCHOOL SHOP HB PENCILS 
WITH ERASERS x 10 (RED ONLY) 


Tesco has identified a problem in the manufacture of 
the above product 


It hits been fouud that the metal casing surrounding the 
eraser can work loose and could constitute a hazard to 
children. As a precaution, this product has been 


withdrawn from sale. 

Customers who have bought the School Shop HB pencils 
will, eraser (10 pack. Red only) since June 1997, are 
requested to return them to any Tesco store. Afull 
refund will be given or the product replaced. Alternative 
products are available. No other products are affected. 

The manufacturers have now reviewed their procedures 

and undertaken a full investigation. 

Tesco apologises for the inconvenience this may cause 
' and assures customers of our care and commitment to 
the.highest standards of safety and quality at all times. 

Free customer helpline 0800 505555 



hard buttle to win. Bui togeth- 
er, united and reformed, we can 
and we will prevail.” 

The underlying demand for 
unity had earlier brought 
strong applause for John Ma- 
jor, when he had provided an 
introduction for the new leader. 

Striking a chord with the loy- 
alist conference, the former 
prime minister provoked a cry 
of protest from the hall when 
he said that perhaps he was to 


blame for the election defeat. 

But there was strong ap- 
plause when he added; "Per- 
haps divided views ... in the 
parliamentary party made our 
position untenable." 

Mr Major said the party' 
faced a simple choke: “Reform 
the party, back William Hague, 
rediscover the art of working 
together, fight every seat for 
every vole - or fight one 
another and lose elections." 


He also hinted ar criticism 
of Baroness Thatcher's sniping, 
saving: "I propose to give 

William Hague the unqualified 
support - is public and in pri- 
vate - that he has a right to ex- 
pect from his predecessor. 

“If I should disagree with 
William. HI do it in private -joot 
on the media, not in anonymous 
briefings to the press that 
breed suspicion and distrust." 

The demand for unity ran 


through "Blueprint for 
Change”, Mr Hague’s consul- 
tation paper for reform. 

There were repeated calls 
for discipline, with greater cen- 
tral control over the manage- 
ment of the party in critical 
areas - such as the leadership 
election roles and the selection 
of candidates. The paper said: 
"The principles of democracy 
and decentralisation bring with 
them responsibility- Oar in- 


tention is to build a party that 
is membership- and con- 
stituency-based.” 

But Eric Chalker, an elect- 
ed member of the party’s Na- 
tional Union executive - the 
voluntary wing - and a long- 
standing pro-democracy cam- 
paigner. told The Independent: 
“It’s a topsy-turvy world. It is 
reverse accountability. There is 
more discipline than decen- 
tralisation.” 
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Upwardly mobile: ‘We have a mountain to climb, but together, we can and we will prevail* 


Photograph: Tom Pflston 


SKETCH BY DAVID AARONOVITCH 


Midget Entertainers put 
on their show 


William was adamant; the 
Tony Hamteshadhadabig 
conference and now the 
Outlaws - their deadly ri- 
vals - must have one too. 

“Anyway, their's was a jol- 
ly rotten confrence, “ he 
said bitterly. “And we can 
hold a much better one, 
with more clapping 'o’ 
more refreshments.” 

His colleagues regard- 
ed Wiliam with admira- 
tion, but admiration tinged 
with alarm. The Blairites’ 
event, held in magnificent 
surroundings of the church 
hall, had been generally re- 
garded as a suooess. The lo- 
cal newspaper had 
reported, and even the vic- 
ar had put in a brief appearance. 

As ever, it was Howard who braved his 
leader’s scorn with practical objections. “But 
wot are we going do for a party?” he ob- 
jected. “You’ve getter hove a party, other- 
wise you jus’ make speeches to yourselves, 
an’ no one listens, an' no one reports it” 

As it happened the Outlaws were just 
now passing a large brick building with ne- 
glected, overgrown lawns. Above the door, 
on a rain-damaged painted sign, was the 
legend, “Duniulin Home for Retired Gen- 
tlefolk". From under this sign an old man 
with thidt glasses rushed up to the Outlaws. 

"Ah! Here you are at last!” he puffed, 
n I thought you'd never come. They’re all 
waiting for you inside!'’ William did not hes- 
itate. He sensed that here was the audience 
that he had been seeking. 

Inside, William and the Outlaws found 
themselves standing cm a tow platform. In 



front of them were row af- 
ter row of the oldest, most 
wrinkled people that they 
had ever seen, an army in 
bath-chairs. The short- 
sighted man introduced the 
Outlaws as the Botley 
Troupe of Midget Enter- 
tainers 

William cleared his 
throat "Acshually,” he an- 
nounced, "we’re not here to 
do trido. Wre here to have 
a confrence " He paused 
and, to his amazement, was 
applauded. Emboldened, 
he went on. “So, we’re go- 
ing to have speeches an’ 
votes.” The sound of clap- 
ping filled the hall. A de- 
lighted William continued. 
“Now, if any of you woul’ like to say anythin' 
first, then jus' indicate." 

At the back of the hall a thin band was 
raised, shakily. William invited its owner 
- a tall, wififol-looJdng old man with glass- 
es- to come down to the front Introduc- 
ing himself as “the Major", and speaking 
in lugubrious tones, the old man spoke 
about his recent “bereavement”, the im- 
portance of knowing who your true friends 
are, and the other afflictions of advanced 
age. Then he shuffled sadly off. 

It was time, William thought, for him 
to liven things up. He drew himself up to 
his full height. “Boo!” he said loudly. There 
was a scattering of applause, a muffled 
groan and several old ladies toppled from 
their chairs and lay, unmoving, cm the floor. 
“They’re not dead," said William sternly, 
“they're jus’ Bleepin’." “No, William" said 
Howard, who had gone to investigate, “Ac- 


FROM THE FLOOR- GAVlN WILLIAMSON 


All blue rinse and pinstripes 


This is my third year at con- 
ference and nothing has 
changed. The representatives 
can still be neatly divided into 
two groups. . 

The first are the blue rinse 
brigade who form the backbone 
of the party. The second are the 
young, aspiring prime ministers 
-all of them male - who strut 
about in! their pinstripes and 
highly-polished shoes. The first 
group are dying out and the sec- 
ond are always going to be a 
small minority. 

It is my dream that the Qm- 
servative activist of tomorrow 
wfll not turn up here with his 
collection of five suits phis din- 
ner jacket What is wrong with 
the T-shirts and jeans he wears 
every day at university? 

William Hague said yester- 


day that he wanted to see more 
young people in the Conserva- 
tives. I would ask him to make 
our party the best party to be at. 

We need to get away from 
the desperate networking 
which takes place here every 
year. Everyone under 30 is 
clamouring to be the next can- 
didate for Kensington and 
Chelsea - which is hardly in- 
spiring to a young person ar- 
riving at conference for the first 
time. We need to see people 
talking excitedly about ideas 
and the reform of both party 
and country, not 3boul how to 
advance their own careers. 

The problem is that the 
Tory parly is not putting its 
resources into young people. 
Untn three years ago the chair- 
man of Conservative Students 


was a paid sabbatical post with 
money to spend on recruiting 
young members. 

Now the only person at 
Central Office who can deal 
with students’ concerns does 
evening shifts in a bar for the 
privilege of working unpaid 
for the party during the day. 

In his Green Paper yester- 
day Mr Hague suggested merg- 
ing the party’s three youth 
organisations - Conservative 
Students, Young Conservatives 
and Conservative Graduates - 
into one group called Conser- 
vative Future. We all accept the 
need to reform, but fiddling 
with the structures does not 
bring in new members. Invest- 
ment does. 

Gavin Williamson is chairman 
of Conservative Students. 
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Apology 





On 16th August, 1997. 
an article was printed in 
Autocar titled ‘Hot Hatch 
Supertestr 

Here it was made clear 
that the Peugeot 106 GTI 
and 306 GTI-6 were the 
clear winners. 

Of the 106 the article 
reported that ‘...It munches 


cars far above its station 
and does so with heaps of 
involvement — great value 
and brilliant fun...' 

Of the 306, !..it delivers 
driving pleasure in huge 
doses... excellent in all 
respects. . .’ 

We at Peugeot can 
imagine the implications 


this could have on the 
sales of the thirteen other 
cars we beat in this test 
and we hope that they 
will accept our sincere 
apologies. 

Sorry, BMW 318ti. 
Sorry. Audi A3 1.8t. Sorry, 
VW Golf GTI. Sorry, 
Honda Civic VTI... 
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Age of consent is certain to fall 



The age of consent for 
homosexuals will almost 
certainly be reduced 
from 18 to 16 within two 
years. Patricia Wynn Dawes. 
Legal Affairs Editor, 
looks at the historic 
agreement reached 
between the 
Government and the gay 
rights group Stonewall. 


it is not a question of encuur- 
aging people lo have sex but en- 
couraging people to make 
informed decisions, said Euan 
Sutherland one of the appli- 


cants in yesterday's test ease rul- 
ing by the European Commis- 
sion of Human Rights in 
Strasbourg. 

Following the commission's 
decision that differing ages of 
consent for heterosexuals and 
homosexuals could not be jus- 
tified. the Government has 
agreed with Stonewall not lo 
contest -further the challenges 
brought by Mr Sutherland and 
Chris Morris, and to allow Par- 
liament a free vote on equali- 
sation. 

Mr Sutherland, 20. from 
Dulwich, south London, who 
works in publishing, said: “The 
law should treat everyone 
equally and it angers me that 


young gay men can still be 
treated as criminals.” Mr 
Sutherland and Mr Morris I R, 
from Ealing, west London, 
claimed the unequal age of con- 
sent violated the right to privacy 
guarantee in article S of the Eu- 
ropean Convention of Human 
Rights. 

Angela Mason, director of 
Stonewall, said: “This is nn 
historic step forward. A free 
vote in Parliament will he an op- 
portunity to break with the 
centuries of discrimination and 

' bigotry and begin the process 
of accepting gay men and les- 
bians as equal citizens in soci- 
ety." 

The influx of new Labour 


MPs at the last election is ex- 
pected to ensure that the move 
to equalise the ages secures sup- 
port in the House of Commons, 
giving gays the same right as 
heterosexuals since 1885. Many 
will support the change because 
of concerns that the risk of 
criminality hinders effective 
health education for gay men 
under IS. 

The campaigning group 
Outrage! condemned the pos- 
sible delay of two years before 
the reform passes into legisla- 
tion. The issue is expected to be 
voted on as an amendment to 
the forthcoming Crime and 
Disorder Bill, but this would 
have lo be followed up with spe- 


cific legislation. Peicr TaicheH. 
director of Outrage!, added: 
**We urge the Home Secretary 
to- announce an immediate 
moratorium on prosecutions re- 
lating lo consensual gay sex in- 
volving young men of 16 and 
17." When MPs last voted on 
the issue three years ago they 
reduced the gay age of consent 
from 21 to IS hut a move to cut 
it to 16 was defeated by 27 

votes. 

The agreement between the 
Government and Stonewall is 
the first instance of a UK ad- 
ministration making such a 
public commitment to settling 
a Strasbourg complaint. With- 
out the deal Mr Sutherland's 


and Mr Morris's claims would 

have progressed to the Euro- 
pean Court of Human Rights- 
Stephen Grosz, their solicitor, 
said: "The human rights com- 
mission has decisively rejected 
the last Government's attempt 
to justify- discrimination against 
homosexuals, and we would ex- 
pect the court to do the same. 

Mr Sutherland's father, 
Norman, a 53 -vcar-old educa- 
tional administrator, support- 
ed his son’s Strasbourg 
complaint. He told a Stonewall 
news conference yesterday that 

his son had come out when he 

was 16 and showed “great ma- 
turity" in the way he had han- 
dled the issue of his sexuality. 
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This way for the 
sex and seediness 
of Soho village 


Organised walking tours 
of lesbian and gay Soho 
began yesterday, 
designed to celebrate 
the homosexual heritage 
of what has become 
London's gay village. 

Oare Gamer visited the 
hunting grounds of 
Oscar Wilde and 
Charles Laughton. 


Nothing in this world is *w. At Gateway 2000 we\e 

never been afraid to show you our pnees - 01 
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A band of sightseers, with more 

than a handful of dog collars be- 
tween them, gathered together 
yesterday to be guided solemn- • 
ly through celebrated cottagmg 
country and thel7th-cent3jiy 
world of Molested Mollies. 

Stephen Crane, a viiger at St 
Mart in-in- the-Fields, strode 
ahead, dodging traffic and 
weaving a path through the 
labiyinth of Soho in central 
London. His two-hour histori- 
cal tour of gay hot spots - or- 
ganised by Kairos, a “spiritual 
project" for lesbian and gay 
communities - begins at his 
church and winds up in Old 
Compton Street, now centre of 
the “village" gay life. He pieced 
it together after scouring records 
in the British Library. 

Left into Wardour Street, 
right at Ann Summers and into 
Old Compton Street “A lot of 
18 th-century Soho is still here," 
said Mr Crane, remarking on 
some ornate shutters. But a lot 

is not. One is struck by how the 

cruising landscape of Oscar 1 
Wilde, Cole Porter and Noel 
Coward must have been won- 
derfully devoid of themed pubs. 

“Over the road,” he said, 
pointing his umbrella in the di- 
rection of a branch of a 
French-style cafe chain, “is 
where 21s coffee bar used to be. 
That’s where Cliff Richard and 
the Shadows used to workand 
where he was discovered." 

Into Dean Street, where the 
serial toiler Dennis Nielson 
picked up rent boys in the Gold- 
en Lion pub, and the newlywed 
actress Bsa Lanchester, living at 


No 28, famously told her hus- 
band, Charles Laughton, that he 
should get rid of the couch cm 
which he bad confessed to “en- 
tertaining" young men. 

At Charing Cross Road, Mr 
Crane conjured up an image of 
Molly Trials on the street in the 
1600s. “Most Mollies [an old 
word for homosexuals] were 
pilloried at Charing Cross - and 
it wasn't just vegetables that were 
thrown at them. It was dead cats, 
dead dogs, non and broken 
glass. Often people died.” 

On to Soho Square, where 
William Beckford lived in the 
1820s and wrote Vathek . a tract 
of sin, sorcery, seduction and 
sex, “He was the richest man in 
England and also openly gay, 
which was astounding for that 
time," Mr Crane said. Beckford 
spent his time in the Seven Di- 
als, a place he called “the Holy 
Land" where he could “kiss the 
relics". “It’s always been a 
seedy area," added Mr Crane. 

References to lesbian 
haunts are rare, but a cafe 
called The Box, apparently 

holds a regular women’s night 
It was, in an earlier incarnation, 

called As You Like It and a sec- 
ond home to Quentin Crisp. 

At the launch earlier, Neil 
Whitehead, general secretaiy of 
Kairos, explained that the aim 
of the tours is to raise money. 
Participants are invited to give 
£5 towards a Kairos spiritual 
community centre. 

Soho Square yielded anoth- 
er hot spot No 3, which now 
houses the British Board of Film 

Classification, was once the 

home of Richard Payne flight 
anther of a book on phaUkrwor- 
ship: The Worship of Priapus. 

The tour takes in St Marlin s 

Court, where Pocket books 
had a gay section before 1%7 
and Oscar Wilde lived, and St 
Martin’s Lane, where a scene 
" from. Victim, a film about the 
blackmailing of homosexuals 
starring Dirk Bogarde, was 
shot Ketlners restaurant also 
features. Once the haunt of 
Wilde and Bosic, it is: “"more of 
a pizza place now. fm afraid". 
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Platinum Plus from Alliance & Leicester offers sky 

high interest rates. 

On amounts of £2^00 or more it offers higher 
rates than any other branch based notice 
account from the providers listed above. 

And with our tiered interest rates, the more you 
invest, the more you earn - right up to 7.50% 
gross p.a. on amounts of £100,000 or more. 

So, if you'd like things to start looking up for 
your savings, visit your local Alliance & Leicester 
branch today, or call us on 0800 412 214 
for an information pack, quoting ref. No P30. 
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Ireland’s foreign minister 
is forced to resign 




Gerry Adams, Lucffita Bhreatnadi (left) and Mairead Keane at Stormont yesterday 


He should have been soaking up 
the plaudits at Stormont as the 
talks took another step forward 
yesterday. But instead, as David 
McKittrick. and Man Murdoch report, 
Ray Burke, the Irish foreign 
minister and co-sponsor of the 
talks, was forced to resign. 


First out of the talks building to speak to 
the media yesterday was Paul Murphy, the 
minister for political development, who 
reported that things were “very busi- 
nesslike. very workmanlike". 

Inside, the participants were launching 
the three strands of the negotia lions. 
Strand one deals with internal adminis- 
tration, strand two concerns Northern Ire- 
land's relationship with the Republic of 
Ireland; strand three encompasses over- 
all Anglo-Irish relations. 

Outside the talks, Ray Burke, who as 
Irish minister for foreign affairs had led 
the Dublin team at Stormont, resigned fol- 
lowing scandals over sleaze. 

Mr Burke, who has also quit the Daii 
after 24 years, had been under siege for 
weeks after admitting taking £30.000 in 
cash in 1989 when a business associate was 
seeking extensive planning permissions in 
his north Dublin base. Despite claiming 
he was the victim of a witch-hunt, his de- 
nial last month that any favour was offered 
for the cash did not convince voters. Only 
21 percent in polls said they believed him: 
56 per cent urged him to step down. 


Bertie Ahem, the Taioseach. will retain 
the foreign brief until a successor is cho- 
sen and at Stormont yesterday Mr Burke's 
place was taken by the justice minister, 
John O'Donoghue and Liz O'Donnell, the 
junior foreign minister. 

Emerging from the building Mr Mur- 
phy said: “ It was a good start." it was ob- 
viously early days, he added, but there was 
no doubt progress had been made; there 
had been no unpleasant exchanges and it 
was “in no way governed by rancour." 

There was a slightly different prospec- 
tive from Monica McWilliams, leader of 
the Northern Ireland Women's Coalition. 

“It was a testy enough meeting and 
there was quite a bit of tension in the 
room." she said. “There were no comments 
exchanged, but (here were background 
noises when people were delivering their 
speeches and as you can imagine there was 
quite a bit of disagreement." 

The background noises, another dele- 
gate privately revealed, had consisted of 
“grunts, groans and loud conversation" 
from the direction of the Ulster Unionist 
delegation during contributions from Sinn 
Fein's Martin McGuinness and others. 

The chief grunier and groaner was 
Unionist MP Ken M agin n is, who himself 
later said dismissively of the Republicans: 
“They appeared to be out of their depth 
today. There was nothing new - it was a 
scries of cliches and platitudes." 

A Loyalist delegate summed up his 
sense that there had been a certain 
amount of sparring without any actual 
damage being inflicted: “Ach it’s ail right 
- it’s handbags at 40 paces." 


Royal Academy censures 
creator of Sensation 

The Royal Academy’s ruling council yesterday censured its con- 
troversial exhibitions secretary Norman Rosenthal for remarks 
he made in a television progr amm e. They then issued a vote of 
confidence in him. 

Whether the man who put the Royal Academy back on the 
cultural map with a series of hi$ily regarded exhibitions, will choose 
to stay there in the long term is open to question. 

Mr Rosenthal courted controversy most recently with Sensation, 
the exhibition of young British artists taken from the Saatchi col- 
lection, and particularly its inclusion of a painting of Myra Hind- 
ley, which was damaged by protesters. 

Three Academicians have resigned in recent weeks, one open- 
ly claiming that the behaviour of Mr Rosenthal was partly re- 
sponsible, particularly the way he insulted an Academician on 
the BBC Omnibus programme about the Royal Academy. 

Mr Rosenthal said of the 79-year-old figurative painter John 
Whrd: “What is the point of painting a picture unless it is going 
to change the world? ... John Ward passionately believes in what 
he is doing and somehow thinks he is making real art Maybe I 
am wrong and he is tight and the world will suddenly declare 
John W&rd RA to be a great artist but ... I doubt it." 

— David Lister 

Edinburgh museum to charge 

The citizens of Edinburgh will pay £3 a visit when they go to the 
the Royal Museum following a decision by the National Muse- 
ums of Scotland to bring in admission charges. 

The timing is an embarrassment for the Government which 
is in the middle of an inquiry into the funding of museums. Mark 
Fisher, the arts minister, has spoken out vigorously in favour of 
free admission and against charging. 

He told the Commons shortly after the election; “We do not 
want anyone to be charged entry to national museums and gal- 
leries ... The Government believes that ail members of the com- 
munity should be able to enjoy our great national museums and 
galleries: they should be for (he many, not just the few." 

— David Lister 

Jacobite treasures for sale 

A piece of cloth bearing a speck of the blood of James II is among 
a box of Jacobite treasures due to be auctioned next month. 

The cloth, a relic from the last Stuart monarch, and also hair 
from him, his second wife, Mary, and eldest son, are said to have 
been passed by his grandson, Bonnie Prince Charlie, to a Scot- 
tish landowner in 1748. The box and its contents were included 
for a 2,000-item sale at Kelso on 23 November. 

Postal workers cry wolf 

Royal Mail “posties" have always had to play nip and tuck with 
the domestic mutt. Then canine fashion gave them the Rottweiler 
to contend with, followed by the American-bred pit bull terrier. 

But die importation of hybrid wolves has prompted complaints 
to the Government. Billy Hayes, assistant secretary of the Com- 
munication Workers' Union, which represents post workers, said: 
“Introducing hybrid wolves into our dog population lakes peo- 
ple’s irresponsibility to new levels of stupidity." 

The RSPCA last month called on ministers to issue clear guide- 
lines to local authorities on the identification of the wolves. 

— Barrie Clement 



Modem men; Chris Smith, Culture Secretary, and Nicholas Serota, director 
of the Tate Gallery, inspecting Bankside power station yesterday began 

to convert it into the gallery's new home Photograph; Andrew fcsuurman 


Porter complains of 
unfair treatment 


Dame Shirley Porter clashed with 
a QC in the High Court yesterday, 
complaining that she was being 

unreasonably treated in the 
witness box while giving her 
account of the Homes for Votes 
affair. Ian Burreil watched the 
second day of her evidence. 


The former leader of Westminster coun- 
cil angrily refuted suggestions by Alun Jones 
QC, for district auditor John Magill, that 
she was not being helpful to the court. She 
accused him of unfairly rushing her through 
her evidence. 

The altercation came during the second 
day of cross examination of Dame Shirley, 
who was being questioned on a mountain 
of documents drawn on by Mr Magill dur- 
ing his seven-year investigation. 

The auditor found that Dame Shirley 
and five colleagues had been guilty of "wil- 
ful misconducL" and ruled that they were 
“jointly and severally” liable to a £31m sur- 
charge. Dame Shirley is attempting to over- 
turn that surcharge 

Yesterday she was asked by Mr Jones: 
“Are you really this morning trying to help 
us?"She responded: "I don’t want to be ag- 
gressive in anyway, but I felt yesterday you 
were trying to bounce me along.’’ 


She went on: "It may be I am a little 
bit slower than I used to be but I cannot 
take in all this information and papers and 
just give off the cuff replies. 

“I lake it very seriously. I am here to 
defend myself. I am here to dear my name 
and take great exception if you think lam 
playing around with i L I am not/’ 

Asked by Mr Jones if she bad thoughL 
of refreshing her memory about the doc- 
uments before coming to court. Dame 
Shirley said she had tried but it appeared 
that quite a lot had not sunk in. 

She said that she had previously tried 
to take her mind away from the whole af- 
fair because she was so dismayed at the way 

the council had been criticised. 

She said: “I was so upset at the way all 
the work that we had done had been in- 
terpreted that I blotted it out." 

Mr Jones replied: “The reason you blot- 
ted it out was because it is too painful to 
look at the detail in black and white, and 
it is too easy to complain about unfairness.” 

Dame Shirley said: “That is absolute- 
ly wrong ... I am guilty of nothing.’" 

Mr Magill found that Westminster 
council bad sought to fix election results 
by using the right-to-buy scheme to move 
people likely to vote Tory into marginal 
wards. Dame Shirley said that .Westmin- 
ster's actions were typical in the world of 
local government. 

The trial continues 
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Italy facing new elections as 
far-left rejects budget plans 


The Italian government 
was on the verge of 
collapse last night as 
the far-left party 
Rtfondazione Comunista 
gave its final thumbs- 
down to the 1998 
budget 

That would deprive 
Romano Prodi, the 
Prime Minister, of the 
votes he needs to get 
Italy into shape for the 
single European 
currency. 

But all is not yet lost, 
says Andrew Gumbei. 


It was an unusually impas- 
sioned Romano Prodi who took 
the podium in the Chamber of 
Deputies yesterday afternoon 
and gave the most important 
speech of bis 17 months in 
office. Reforming the welfare 
state, he said, was “the last and 
indispensable step on our 
march towards Europe". He 
appealed to all sides, not just 
Rifondazionc Comunista, to 
safeguard the country's future. 

His half-hour speech made 
little impression on Fausto 
Bertinotti, Rifondazione’s in- 


transigent leader. “What the 
government is proposing is to- 
tally inadequate,” Mr Bertinot- 
ti announced.“This budget is 

unacceptable in its present form 
and we will vote against it.” 

That seemed to be Rifon- 
dazione’s last word on the mat- 
ter, and Mr Prodi's centre-left 
coalition thereby lost its par- 
liamentary majority. 

The next few moves have 
been sufficiently well mapped 
out in advance to be near-cer- 
tain predictions: Mr Prodi will 
offer his resignation and. with 
the political mood set against 
forging a new. broader coali- 
tion. the country can look for- 
ward to its third general 
election in less than five years. 

But that still leaves the bud- 
get. President Oscar Luigi Scal- 
faro has made dear that be will 
not dissolve parliament until the 
package has been passed, a 
position that will almost cer- 
tainly drag out the crisis for 
another month at least. 

Mr Prodi can expect to be 
reinstalled as a caretaker pre- 
mier, charged with the task of 
finding the extra votes he needs 
to push the package through 
and guarantee Italy's place in 
European monetaiy union. 

That, in turn, will produce 
some unseemly h agg ling with 
the present opposition - a kind 


of pre-election campaign 
fought over the fine print of the 
public finances - but will prob- 
ably result in the legislation that 
Mr Prodi has been looking for 
all along. The election would be 
postponed until February or so. 

What interest does Rifon- 
daziooe have in sabotaging ihe 
Prodi government if the thing 
it opposes - cuts in pensions 
and welfare spending - will 
probably go through anyway? 

There are two reasons. First, 
opinion polls suggest that a new 
election would give Rifoo- 
dazionc more votes and the 
main government and opposi- 
tion parties a few less. And sec- 
ondly. a new election would 
destroy current attempts by 
the major parties to reform the 
constitution and make the 
country more governable. 

“More governable" means, 
first and foremost, reducing the 
influence of small parties like 
Rifondazionc that for too long 
have held Italy to ransom. In- 
stability may be bad for the 
country, but it suits Mr 
Bertinotti just fine. 

• Austria, Italy and Greece 
will all become part of the 
Schengen agreement that 
opens European Union borders 
this year, although full mem- 
bership must wait until next 
year. 



The Queen starting her Pakistan tour 
yesterday Photograph: Reuters 


The Queen 
goes shoeless 
in Pakistan 

The Queen began her trip to 
Pakistan yesterday. Accompanied 
by the Duke of Edinburgh, she vis- 
ited the grand RiisI Mosque and, 
in keeping with Islamic tradi- 
tions, she draped a scarf over her 
head and took off her shoes be- 
fore entering the white marble 
building. 

Calling the death of Diana, 
Princess of Wales, “tragic”, she 
paid tribute to ber fund-raising ef- 
forts. Diana twice travelled to 
Pakistan to help raise money for 
a cancer hospital, founded by the 
country's former cricket captain 
Imran Khan. The Shahnum 
Khan urn Cancer Hospital, a 
memorial to Khan's mother who 
died of cancer, offers free treat- 
ment to thousands of the poor. 

The royal visit marks the 50th 
anniversary of Pakistan’s inde- 
pendence from Britain. The 
Queen will stay in the country for 
six days- visiting Karachi and the 
resort area of Murray, where the 
British elite went to escape the 
sweltering summers during British 
rule - before heading to India. 

Today, she will meet President 
Nawaz Sharif and former prime 
minister Benazir Bhutto, an event 
which has created considerable 
controversy as relations between 
the two adversaries are at an all- 
time low. 


Israel feels effects 
of Hamas affair 



Sheikh Ahmed Yassin, 
spiritual leader of the 
Islamic organisation 
Hamas, yesterday 
offered Israel a truce in 
return for an end to 
Jewish settlements, 
demolition of Palestinian 
houses and an Israeli 
withdrawal from the 
occupied territories. But 
he ruled out permanent 
reconciliation. Patrick 
Cockbum reports. 

Israel is still absorbing the con- 
sequences of the attempted 
assassination of a leader of 
Hamas in Amman which led to 
the freeing of Sheikh Ahmed 
Yassin. Since his return to Gaza 
he has shown that be is politi- 
cally versatile and, whatever his 
state of health, capable of giv- 
ing frequent interviews. 

Benjamin Netanyahu, the Is- 
raeli Prime Minister, has 
counter-attacked his critics, 
saying the debacle in Amman 
was simply an operation against 
terrorism which went wrong. 
He has appointed a commission 
of inquiry, but it has few pow- 
ers. Mr Netanyahu may he 
damaged in the eyes of the Is- 


raeli public by the realisation 
that Hamas is now a serious po- 
litical force, thanks primarily to 
the actions of Israel;*.. > 

He may also haver damaged 
his credibility in Washington by 
refusing to tell Jordan the name 
of the poison injected into 
Khalid Meshal, the Hamas 
leader, by Mossad, foe Israeli 
foreign intelligence organisa- $ 
non. Instead, he sent an antidote 
which Jordan refused to accept 
because it thought it might be 
more poison. The issue was only 
settled by President BflJ Clinton. 

Overshadowed by the so- 
called Meshal affair, talks have 
begun between IsracT and the 
Palestinians over restarting ne- 
gotiations suspended since Israel 
started to build a settlement at 
Hnr Hotna in March. Dennis 
Ross, the United States peace 
envoy, struck an optimistic note 
saying: “We heard a very strong 
sense of mutual commitment on 
the part of both sides to try to 
move ahead." 

• Iraq is still refusing to dis- 
close fully key details of its bi- 
ological weapons program and 
is imposing new restrictions . 
on United Nations inspectors. ‘A 
the UN said. It is now up to the 
US and Britain to decide 
whether to ask for new sanc- 
tions. a move which could be 
opposed by China and others. 




Digital video cameras 
offer tiie most exciting 
new technology 
breakthrough for 
years! And the new 
DCR-SCIOO video 
camera from Sony Is 
quite simply one of 
the most advanced 
video cameras ever. 

ULTRA SHARP IMAGES 

The DCR-SCIOO produces the 
ultra-sharp images that are 
ideal for big-screen viewing, 
while the 40x Digital Zoom and 
Image Stabiliser provide perfect 
shake-free dose-ups. 

STATE-OF-THE-ART 

TECHNOLOGY 

Viewed on the 3” high-resolution 
colour LCD screen, together 
with 12-bit audio clubbing and 
PCM digital stereo sound, the 
Sony DCR-SCIOO offers you 
unlimited creative potential 


Fabulous new 
digital video 
camera from Sony 




ULTRA-COMPACT 

Best of all, the DCR-SCIOO is so 
light and portable it’s easily 
taken anywhere, ready to catch 
the action! 

It all adds up to one of the 
most advanced and versatile 
camcorders ever produced - and 
you can see It at Dixons today! 
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• 40x digital zoom. 
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• Steady shot. 4 

• PCM digital stereo sound. jE 
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Saudi clue to Algerian truce 


The Algerian President 
Liamine Zeroual yesterday be- 
gan a visit to Saudi Arabia that 
could sec renewed efforts to 
achieve a ceasefire in his coun- 
try’s brutal five-year civil war. 
which by some estimates has 
now taken 120.000 lives. 

Officially, the military- 
backed regime rejects all offers 
of help, he they from Arab or 
European states, as unaccept- 
able interference in Algeria's 
affairs. But as the slaughter con- 
tinues on a daily basis, pressure 
is mounting for a peace initia- 
tive, from whatever source. 


Danes to hold 
referendum 


Denmark will hold a referen- 
dum on the European Union's 
Amsterdam Treaty on 28 May 
next year - after a derision on 
which nations will he in the first 
wave of Europe's economic 
and monetary union. 

Prime Minister Poul Nyrup 
Rasmussen announced the ref- 
erendum at the opening of 
parliament's autumn session 
and urged Euro-sceptic Danes 
to accept the revisions ut the 
Maastricht Treaty contained 
in the Amsterdam package. 

Danish voters remain deeply 
suspicious. A poll in September 
showed 44 per cent in favour 
against 34 per cent immediately 
after the Amsterdam summit. 


The latest atrocity, accord- 
ing to the tightly controlled Al- 
gerian press, came on Sunday 
night when “terrorists" - the 
standard description for Is- 
lamic guerrillas - reportedly 
slashed the throats of 16 civil- 
ians as they slept in the village 
of Sckmouna. 45 miles south of 
the capital Algiers. 

Hours later a legendary 
leader of the independence 
struggle against the French. 
Hoeine Ait Ahmed, said the 
world should nut he bullied into 
silence by the “fascist -I ike" 
threats of the Zeroual regime. 


He claimed that 120,000 civil- 
ians had died since the Gov- 
ernment cancelled 1992 
elections that the fundamen- 
talists seemed certain to win. 
The figure is double (be previ- 
ously estimated loll of 60.000. 

Ail Ahmed, founder of the 
secular opposition Socialist 
Forces Front and a resident of 
Switzerland, said in a speech in 
London that the “silence and 
indifference of Western pow- 
ers " had helped set Algeria on 
course “for all-out slaughter 
likely to assume rapidly the di- 
mensions of genocide”. 


3 


Short’s £20m Uganda aid 

Clare Short said yesterday that Britain would provide £20m 
to help the Ugandan government introduce free and universal 
primary education. Ms Short, the Secretary of State for 
Internal iunul Development is making a visit to Kenya. Ugan- 
da and Rwanda, her first official visit to Africa. 

HK ambassador named 

Britain's new consul-general in Hong Kong will be Sir 
Andrew Burns. Mr Bums, now Deputy Under-Secretary for 
Trade and Investment, will take up the post in late Novem- 
ber. He will replace Francis Cornish, who will lake up a new 
diplomatic service appointment. 

Cook to visit Middle East 

The Foreign Secretary. Robin Cook, hopes to visit Israel, the 
Palestinian territories and at least two other countries in the 
Middle Easi next month. He was due to visit the region this 
nn mill, before Britain lakes over the European Union pres- 
idency next year, but had in postpone for scheduling reasons. 
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“Will things 
have changed 
by the time 
I turn the page?" 

The thing about news is. it’s never new for long. But LineOne, the invaluable 
information and Internet service, always has the latest. Sky News provides news, 
sport and business stories from around the world and updates them around 
the clock as they happen. Which means that you are kept informed at every turn. 

Try LineOne and ihe Internet FREE. Call 0800 111 210. 
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Bulldozer triumphs 
as time runs out for 
the mighty Yangtze 


China has taken the first 
steps towards diverting 
the course of the mighty 
Yangtze. Next month, 
the controversial Three 
Gorges Dam will reach 
the point of no return. 
Teresa Poo Je looks at a 
project criticised as an 
environmental disaster 
in the making. 

It was nearly 80 years ago dial 
the father of the Chinese re- 
public, Sun Yat-sen, first pro- 
posed a dam across the 
Yangtze. But for the boatmen 
who work the river near the 
massive dam site in central 
Hubei province, this week 
marked the turning point. 

Travelling by boat down- 
stream towards the dam project, 
the majestic river starts to make 
a sweeping leftwards bend as 
. one approaches China's biggest 
construction project since tbc 
Great WalL Work started three 
years ago and since then the 
Yangtze boatmen have watched 
an army of peasants digging a 
; canal to die right-hand side, pan 
of the biggest earlb-muving 
exexcise in history. At the same 
time, a wall of concrete - the 
preliminary “coffer dam" - has 
slowly been inching its way 
across the river, slicing into 
the main stream and gradually 
re- rooting this stately river into 
its new channel. 

Two days ago, the boatmen 
were told that they could no 
longer travel along the route 
Mother Nature intended, and 
must instead swing out through 
the four-kilometre canal. Over 
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the next four weeks, the gap in 
the coffer dam will slowly he 
closed across the original river, 
culminating in a ceremony ear- 
ly next month in whicb the fi- 
nal blocks will be put in place 
under the watchful eye of the 
dam's most powerful lacker, the 
prime minister. Li Peng. Thus 
will the Yangtze be diverted by 
the might of the bulldozer. 

With the natural riverbed 
then dry below the coffer dam, 
work will begin on buDding the 
real dnm wall, a 175-mctrc cur- 
tain of concrete which will 
sweep between the hills on ei- 
ther side of the river. When the 
whole project is completed in 
2009, the dam will haw creat- 
ed a 66 3- km long snake-like 
reservoir which will flood an 
area twice the size of the Isle of 
Wight. The upstream river lev- 
el will have risen 100 metres, 
and the famous Three Gorges 
scenery will be underwater. 

For both opponents and 
champions of the project, the 
scale of the endeavour is 
breathtaking. By completion, 
some 103 million cubic metres 
of soil and rock will have been 
excavated. Most controversial- 
ly, around 1.2 million people, 


1.600 enterprises, several cities, 
140 towns and 4,500 villages will 
have been relocated. 

The Chinese government is 
putting its money where its 
mouth is: by the end of the year 
it will have spent 27 billion yuan 
(£2bn), but this is nothing com- 
pared with the projected total 
cost of 203 billion yuan. 

The questions which sur- 
round the project arc as mas- 
save as its demand for cement. 
The human rights implications 
of the forced relocation is one 
major aspect of the project on 
which China has not encour- 
aged foreign scrutiny. But there 
are less emotive issues that are 

just as worrying: the silt that will 

build up behind the darn, the 
threat to fish and fauna, and the 
submersion of archaeological 
relics. 

For the Yangtze boatmen, 
the project is already a nuisance. 
If the river flow is too strong 
their boats will not be able 

safely to pass through the canal 

and will have to use a tempo- 
rary ship-lock which will not be 
ready until next May. And dur- 
ing high flood season, naviga- 
tion will be prohibited 
completely. 



no longer down the Yangtze end instead heve «o * — 
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The builders who were dammed 


“1 came, 1 saw and I was con- 
quered," said President Roo- 
sevelt when he inaugurated 
the Hoover Dam in 1935. Few 
Western leaders would be like- 
ly to repeal such gushing en- 
thusiasm today. Worldwide, 
huge dams have become in- 
creasingly controvenriaL 
One of the most famous 
dams of all time was the Aswan 

Dam in Egypt in the 1950s, 
where the West and the Sovi- 
et Union vied with each other 
to finance the expensive pro- 


ject, and thus gain political in- 
fluence. The Russians won. 
At the time, the project was 
enormously popular. Crowds 
chanted: “After the dam, our 
land will be paradise." But 
the project brought few bene- 
fits. in the longer term. 

Elsewhere, opposition lo 
large dams has had dramatic 

consequences. Conservationists 

in Tasmania failed to prevent 
the government creating the 
t>»HHer Ham in the 1960s. In 


a retreat on proposals to build 
a dam close lo the junction of 
the Franklin and Gordon 
rivers, which would have flood- 
ed a wilderness area. More re- 
cently, there have been moves 
to restore the environmental- 
ly unique Lake Pedder, by 

draining the reservoir which the 

dam created. 

In eastern Europe, the pop- 
ular resistance to dams played 
a key early role in creating the 
mass movements which ended 


rit-fwn Ham on the Danube was 
approved by the Communist 
authorities in Hungary and 
Czechoslovakia. But a huge en- 
vironmentalist movement in 
Hungary — the biggest oppo- 
sition since the uprising of 
1956 — forced the government 
to back down, in 1988. The re- 
treat marked the first sign that 
crowds could force even an au- 
thoritarian regime on to the de- 
fensive. Within a year, 
demonstrations in East Ger- 
many, Czechoslovakia and 


elsewhere ended one-party 
rule throughout the region. 

More recently, dams have 
remained highly controversial. 
The Pergau dam in Malaysia 
was heavily funded from the 
British aid budget, so that the 
taxpayer subsidised British 
contractors. An official con- 
demnation by the National 
Audit Office forced the Gov- 
ernment to back down, in 1993. 
The adventure does not seem 
likely to be repeated. 

— Steve Crowshow 
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Of course you're pleased as punch to have got 
your mortgage organised. Now you can go 
ahead and buy the flat or house you want. 
Your mind is full of things like removals, 
getting the telephone and electricity laid on 
for when you arrive and remembering not 
to pack the kettle and tea bags at the bottom 

of a case. 
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find that you can save yourself quite a lot of money. 

Check the table to see how much even a small save you. 

monthly saving can add up over the years. 
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Smith urged to publish ROH report 


A government-ordered inquiry 
into the Royal Opera House*$ 
relationship with the Arts Council 
is critical of both institutions. But, 
as David Lister found, the Arts 
Council chose only to release a 
summary of the inquiry’s findings. 

The Financial management and systems of 
the Royal Opera House need to be 
improved, according to an independent 
inquiry . The study, by City lawyer Edward 
Wulkcr-Amoii. concluded that there were 
“difficulties and tension in the relationship” 
between the ROH and its funding body, 
and “both sides should take some criticism”. 

With criticisms generally muted, the in- 
quiry report was welcomed yesterday by 
Lord Grwrie, the Arts Council chairman. 
But the Arts Council attracted immediate 
flak tor publishing only a summary rather 
than the report in its entirety, leading to 
speculation that the full report may have 
contained further criticisms. 

Questions are likely to be raised as to 


whether there should have been an inde- 
pendent inquiiy, rather than Chris Smith, 
Secretary of State for Culture. Media and 
Sport, allowing the Arts Council to com- 
mission a report from Mr Waiker-AmotL, 
release only a summary, and show tl to the 
Royal Opera House management before 
publishing it. 

Raymond Gubbay, a classical musk pro- 
moter who has worked with the Royal 
Opera House in the past, last night wrote 
to Mr Smith, urging him to publish the 
whole report. “How better to clear the air 
than to publish Mr Walker-Araott's find- 
ings in full. Why should we be asked to 
make do with a bowdlerised version, no 
doubt sanitised to protect those involved? 
In the era of open government under new 
Labour, this is hardly setting a good 
example," Mr Gubbay wrote. 

The summary uses such phrases as “Mr 
Walker-Amort makes a number of detailed 
and technical criticisms ...” without ex- 
plaining what they were. Sources said last 
night that some Arts Council members re- 
main distinctly unhappy, and are under- 
stood to be threatening to withhold the next 


tranche of Royal Opera House lottery mon- 
ey (some £8m of its £7Sm) if they are not 
more satisfied with the way the ROH is 
managing the redevelopment project and 
the Arts Council’s monitoring of it. 

Mr Smith ordered the inquiiy follow- 
ing the resignation of Genista McIntosh 
as chief executive of the ROH and her re- 
placement by the Arts Council secretary- 
general Mary Allen, without the post 
being advertised. The ROH receives £?8m 
of lottery money from the Arts Council. 

In his report, Mr Walker-Arnotl looks 
into the state of the Royal Opera House 
lottery funded development, the manage- 
ment systems, structure and procedures to 
be operated by the ROH during its closure 
period, and the ROH’s relationship with 
its funding body the Arts Council, includ- 
ing systems of accountability. He concludes: 
“There is a need for clarity in setting out 
what is expected in the relationships be- 
tween the Aits Council and the organisa- 
tions it funds; rigour in assessing and 
monitoring these organisations; and the 
ability and willingness to apply sanctions 
to those organisations where necessary.” 


Italian ambassador assures Mellor 
over treatment of football fans 



David Mellor after Ms meeting yester- 
day Photograph: Kieran Doherty/ Reuters 


The former minis ter David Mellor yes- 
terday said he had won assurances from 
Italian authorities about how English fans 
will be treated at this weekend’s crucial 
World Cup qualifying match in Rome. 

Mr Mellor, the head of the Govern- 
ment’s new football task force, had 
voiced fears that travelling supporters 
would be treated like “animals” by Ital- 
ian police, facing three separate search- 
es and having many possessions - 
including coins - confiscated 

However, aflcT a 45-minute meeting 
yesterday with the Italian ambassador 
Paolo Galli, Mr Mellor said he had been 
informed that the English contingent 
would receive a “warm welcome" in 
Rome. The former Conservative Arts 
minister, who was accompanied by rep- 
resentatives of supportere’ groups, said 
he had also been told that English fans 
would be treated the same as Italians. 

He said: “Hie Chief of Police in Rome 


has assured the ambassador that the civ* 
fl rights of visiting supporters will be re- 
spected, and oppressive polking will 
not be a feature." 

Mr Mellor added: “[The Italian am- 
bassador] assured me nothing wffl.be dene 
to the English fans that will not also be 
done to Italian fans” ..... . . /• 

However, following the news that 
British police have already identified 670 
known trouble makers among those go- 
ing to Italy, Mr MeDor and rest of the del- 
egation recognised the need to tackle a . 
small minority of “scum" who follow Eng- 
land. 

“Some people wifi behave badly, but 
the art of policing is to differentiate be- 
tween people who behave badly and those 
who do not," be said. 

Tfen thousand fans are expected to 
travel to the match including up to 1 ,000 
without tickets. 

-Michael Streeter 
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TV bosses cut bias claim 

Threat of legal action by the BBC over an allegation of political 
bias by a senior executive forced the independent company Scot- 
tish Television to carry out cuts to a fly-on-the-wall documen- 
tary on Gordon Brown screened last night- 

The BBC faxed a letter threatening a writ over remarks made 
in the prog ramm e by Charlie Whelan, the Chancellor’s media 
spokesman, about Kevin Marsh, the editor of World At One. 

Mr Whelan’s words were printed in newspaper accounts of 
the programme, and on Monday afternoon the BBC’s legal de- 
partment faxed their warning to STV. After consulting their own 
lawyers the company decided to cut the words in question from 
the programme. We Are The Treasury , which went out on ITV. 
Mr Marsh has been with the BBC for nine years, and is not a 
member of a political party. Senior BBC officials rejected that 
be was in any way partisan. 

- Kim Sengupta 


DAILY POEM 

The First Day 

by Christina Rossetti 

/ wish I could remember the first day. 

First hour first moment of your meeting me. 

If bright or dim the season, it might be 
Summer or Winter for aught / can say. 

So unrecorded did it slip away. 

So blind w as 1 to see and foresee. 

So dull to mark the budding of my tree ’ 

That would not blossom yet for many a May. 

If only I could recollect it, such 
A day of days! I let it come and go 
.4s tmceless as a thaw of bygone snow; 

It seemed to mean so little, meant so much ; 

If only now I could recall that touch. 

First touch of hand in hand - Did one but know! 

Our Daily Poems today and tomorrow come from The Nation s 
Fowurite Love Poems (edited by Daisy Goodwin; BBC Books. 
£4.99). which coincides with a poll conducted by The Book- 
worm to find Britain’s best-loved romantic verse. The winning 
poems will be read in a special programme on BBC1 at 1030pm 
tomorrow. National Poetry Day. 
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Artificial skin 
heralds a 
jnew era of 
| surgery 


i Body parts could be S 

, bought from the ties ' 

■ laboratories of the 21 st lhe 1 

• century. Scientists have 

• already grown human tigh 

' skin, bone and liver oxyi 

■ outside the body and ren [ 
L heart muscle is next. 

’ Jeremy Lauronce, Health on( 

= Editor, looks towards a By 
new medical frontier. vin 

net 
ic i 

The world's first human skin Nb 
grown entirely in the laborato- 
ry could herald a new era in trs 
transplant surgery, a scientist ah 
claimed yesterday. Hi 

Instead of relying on organs lis 
. taken from other bodies doctors si; 
may soon be able to harvest spe- hi 

dally grown replacements. 

The aim is to overcome the si 
shortage of donor organs and p 
provide human tissue grown for E 
specific purposes. 

The first example, human v 
skin called Dennagraft, is f 
grown on a biodegradeable c 
mesh that dissolves once the 1 
transplant is complete and is £ 
specially designed for the treat- t 

• ment of foot ulcers suffered by | 
diabetics. 

Cells taken from the fore- 

" skins of newly circumcised boys 

. are used to seed the mesh and 

: the skin grows in an incubator 

» ' that mimics conditions in the 

’ womb over two weeks. 

Dr Gail Naughton, inventor 

of the technique known as tis- 

• sue engineering, said it was 

• already being used to grow 

• other body parts, including 

whole bones and living joints, 

incorporating bone and carti- 
, lage together. 

Living joints had been suc- 
cessfully transplanted into an- 
1 imals said Dr Naughton, who 
. is president of Advanced Tis- 
■ sue Sciences, a biotechnology 
: company based in California. 
The first human trials 

, 1 involving laboratory-grown car- 

\ • tilage are to begin m the Urut- 

* \ e d States and the United 

: Kingdom next year. 

‘This is not science fiction. 


Physiological 

replacing the plastic and met 

7«^«ntly used wiU happen 

5jome day,” Dr Naughton said. 


She added that the difficul- I I 

lies of growing human cells in I I 
the laboratory had been over- 1 jj 
come by studying the normal l I 

growth process. That meant I I 

tight control of temperature. 1 

oxygen, nutrition and waste I 

removal. I 

“In nine months in the I 
womb a human develops from I 
one cell to a fully grown foetus. I 
By looking at the growing co- I 

vironment and what the cells I 

need we haw been able to mim- 1 
ic the state in the womb. Dr J 
Naughton said. a _ I 

“The only thing that limits | 

transplant surgery is the avail- I 
ability of tissue and organs. 1 

Hcre’we have the ability to grow I 
tissue in the laboratory from | 

starter cells that have been I 

highly tested.” 1 

One cell bank taken from a l 
single foreskin was enough to | 

produce 5 million strips of 1 
Dennagraft skin. I 

The product, developed l 
i with Smith and Nephew, the l 
5 pharmaceutical company, was 
• designed for the treatment of 
1 fool ulcers. But Dr Naughton I 
s said that there was “no reason 
why h should not be used to un- 
y prove a scar. 

Tt could also be used to rc- 
pair wrinkles. Collagen from 
Is cows has been tried but how 
id much better to use human 
ur baby collagen," she said. 
ie Livers had been grown for 
up to six months in culture and 
or had made the right proteins and 
is- enzymes. Transplanting them 
ras was difficult because they need- 
ed a complex blood supply 

ng they died before it could be 

its, established.- . ■ ... 

rti- Heart muscle was 

ficult togrow'aLaU”, and a 1^- 

uc- oratory^grown version nu^t - 

Z- one day be used to replace a 

vho patch of a disused heart. 

Hs- Trials of Dennagraft had 

ocy shown that it speeded healing 
iia. of foot ulcers tn diabetics. 
ials Although the product costs 

car- £250 for each small square, and 
Jnit- eight are needed for implanting 
ited at one week intervals, Jh 

total cost is still less than with 

ti0IL conventional treatment ac- 

York Health Economics Con- 
said, so rti um. 
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The former rugby star Andy Ripley who at the age 

Veteran oarsman’s sporting challenge 

He could run lhe tap»»£ ' 


Andy Ripley, ageing 
oarsman and former rugby 
star, has declared he wants 
to row for Cambridge in 
next year’s boat race when 
he will be 50. Jeremy 
Lau ranee looks at the 
formidable physical and 
mental challenge he faces. 


As sporting records go, it w|U be 
one of the toughest to crack If 
Andy Ripley succeeds rnlus am- 
bition to row for Cambridge next 

March, he will be the oldest ever 

blue in any major sport. 

Mr Ripley, who has already 
made the 28 -man training squad 
from which the Cambridge crew 
, will he selected, will have to over- 
come declining lung and muscle 

function which are the mm^blc 
legacy of age. But his fanabc^fit- 

ness regime over theyeais since he 
was anEngland rugby international 
have given him an edge over 

yW SSerf^Mr Ripley’s 


Matthews played his last game for 

Stoke Gty in 1965 auheageof50, 

having spent 33 years in the foot- 
ball league, Peter Shilton retired 
as goalkeeper for Le ^° 1 n / ? r, !°* 
last season aged 47, and George 
Forman is still boxing more than 
two decades after his famous de- 
feat by Mubammcd Ah in the 
“rumble in the jungle" clash in 
Zaire in the 1970s. But none of 
these compares in terms of the 
physical demands that will be 
made on Mr Ripley. 17 

At 6ft 5ins and weighing w 
stone the accountancy postgradu- . 

ate is a huge man with extraordinary 


aerobic fitness. He could nmlhe 

400m hurdles in under 53 seconds 
and took up trialhlons in hisforucs. 
He ranked second last weekend in 
rests of strength output over sk min- 
utes, beating men half his age- 
Robin Williams, the Cam- 
bridge coach said: “He is a big 
strong fit guy who despite the fact 
rhat he is twice the age of the peo- 
ple trialling with him is peril- 
ing very well. By rights no oneh* 
age should be in with a shout, but 

he clearly is " , . ... 

Mr Williams said that in addi- 
tion to strength and fi mow- 
ing technique was massively 


aieisahugemaDWiinexuuuiw— j - u . n r 

OLDIES pu t rivals in the shadj. 






important” as was the compauM- 
Ity of the final crew. “Hew the eight 
fit together matters. Last year, Ox- 
ford had greater pulling power but 

Th^iwat race lasts 15 to 20 ref- 
utes, depending on wnd and nde ; 

and is one of the toughest ofallM 

durance races. It is quite different 
fiom rugby, wi* 

starts, and success depends on 
strength and the body’s capacity to 
use oxygen efficiently- 

Although Mr Ripley has been 
a champion indoor rower in hK age 

g^p^manyyeare^da^^J 

of theBBCSupenstoff senes, be wfll 
have to prove himself against 

y Tf S T=“hc„ Boutdmr an 
exercise physiologist at the Um- 
versity of Exeter, said therewasa 
decline in people’s aerobic po^ 
after the third decade. Although 
training could postpone the dedme, 

it could not stop it- .. .. 

“I would expect even a highly 

trained athlete in their fiffies to 

have an aerobic capaaty below 
of an athlete in their twenties. Even 

if you train tremendously hart! you 
Snot achieve the level of fitness 

you had then. The older you get the 

s harder it is.” 


BMA raises 
fears over 
GP charges 


Charging £10 for a GP 
consultation and £80 for a 
hospital stay would raise £5 J5bn 
for the NHS. Jeremy Lauronce says 
the British Medical Association 
claims charging would “put at 
risk” the founding principle* 
the service. 


Muting patients pay 

would be one way of easing the rash 

* in the National Hcal|hS«v«. bunt 

'“Ta^ortpuhlished^.^Bn^ 
Medical Association the 

chaffing patients in <**? " M aier 

rnSr^u-Sspeudingtotite 

a GP consultation * om ^ t0 /n3bl If 
would raise between iBOm or 
charges were reslxunedt ^jyid be 
night visits only, the sums . on i v 

loSer. A £1 0 night visit would bnng m . 

£14 Hoiel charges for 

2«wS33 

« to £7.50 or £10 which would rase 
^ to ^ additional £250m if eating 
exemptions from the charge («venng 
per cent of all items dispensed) were co 

ti ”o*cr options examined include 
incret&cd prirate medical insurance^ 

social insurance system and income gen 
eration from private patient units and part- 

funding from taxation remains the best way 

0, ^ta^S=bainnanofthc 
RMA's aeneral medical services commit- 
•SSPn. NHS was a social expen- 
ment that led the world, but it is now foiling 
because of chronic underfundmg.and^ 
no longer provide acomprebensive service 

^H^addeT^jf resources ant* be 
increased, the Government must 
national standards for what the NHS wfll 

I charges coSd generate substantial addi- 

1 tional funds, they would “dissuade the more 

1 wflnerable swtions of the population from 

S B^ would lead to more 

C serious health problems m the future. 
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Drugs giants flex muscles as 
SA tries to cut health bill 


'‘'-rsc r -eating a patient in the Western Cape. Millions of blacks receive no health care 


Photograph: Ian Berry 


South Africa is daring 
to take on the major 
players of the 
pharmaceutical industry. 
Mary Braid watched the 
drugs multinationals 
fight back. It was not a 
pretty sight. 


The heavy threats began on 
Monday. Merck, the major 
United States pharmaceutical 
corporation, warned that it 
might puli out of South Africa 
- taking thousands of jobs and 
a proposed 50 million rand 
(f7m) investment with it - if 
health minister Dr Nkosazana 
Zuma did not withdraw plans 
to import patented drugs. 


Then the US waded in. With 
12 American pharmaceutical 
companies, with a combined 
revenue of R705 billion 
(£100bn), operating in South 
Africa, the US ambassador 
James Joseph called for the re- 
moval of a clause in legislation 
aimed at curbing health costs. 

On the face of it, the legis- 
lation proposed by the stubborn 
Dr Zuma, a juggernaut of a 
minister, is a modest one, and 
complies with the free-market 
principles so cherished by the 
pharmaceutical giants. 

Struggling to create the 
country's first national health 
service, she wants the multina- 
tionals to reduce their South 
African prices. If they do 
not. she promises to buy 
their drugs from countries 
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where they already sell them 
cheaper. 

Mr Joseph insisted that the 
clause overrode “universally 
accepted principles of patent 

protection"; patents which the 
drug companies argue provide 
the investment for medical re- 
search. He also had a warning. 
The new legislation would send 
a negative signal about intel- 
lectual property rights to tech- 
nology companies which might 
otherwise play a crucial role in 
South Africa's development. 

Finally, the International 
Federation of Pharmaceutical 
Manufacturers said the legis- 
lation's assault on patent pro- 
tection could result in South 
Africa being denied access to 
any anti-Aids drugs which 
might come on the market 
That is no idle threat in a 
country where HTV infection is 
rising at an alarming rate. 

The drug companies insist 
that the move violates World 
Trade Organisation agree- 
ments. Dr Zuma disagrees. 
And she also promises that 
where company patents in SA 
have expired she will shop 
abroad for cheap generics, to 
encourage home producers of 
generics to cut their prices. 

Dr Zuma's adviser. Dr 
Wilbert Banenberg of the World 
Health Organisation, calculates 
that R385 million (£57m) could 
be saved by buying cheaper 
drugs on the world market. 

The companies insist they 
are being unfairly targeted and 
that South Africa's drug mark- 
up, of up to 82 per cent, is the 
fault of middle men and South 
Africa's inefficient and cor- 
rupt distribution system. 

But Charles Medawar, au- 
thor of several books on the 
pharmaceutical industry, says 
South Africa is getting the text- 
book treatment reserved for 
countries - particularly in the 
Third World where there is less 
trade rausete- who refuse to play 
the international pharmaceuti- 
cal game. “The companies have 
a well-deserved reputation for 
overbearing behaviour.*’ he said. 

While the industry has a 
point about research funding. 


its enormous profits stages? the 

balance is wrong. Mr Medawar 

says South Africa should ignore 
threats about access to future 
. Aids drugs. The companies 
will undoubtedly price any new 
medication out of their pock- 
et anyway. 

Despite the might of the in- 
dustry, rebellions occur front 
time to time and the pharma- 
ceutical giants fight - and win 
- in almost every case. In the 
mid Eighties the government of 
Bangladesh attempted to in- 
troduce an essential drug list 
and remove many other prod- 
ucts from the market. Its earn? 
paign collapsed within days of 
industry threats to deinvest. 
“It was a small market but the, 
drug companies feared a domi? 
no effect," Mr Medawar said. 

“These companies prefer a 
totally free, unregulated market 
and they have enormous re- 
sources and powerful backers. 
If it was possible we should place 
more emphasis on the rights and 
responsibilities of them than we 
do on governments. They are 
not elected and yet their man- 
agers take derisions which mean 
life and death to communities 
all over the world." 

Dr Zuma is undoubtedly up 
against formidable opponents, 
and with wider trade implica- 
tions affecting other ministries 
now spelled out, her chances of 
winning seem slim. 

It docs not help that she 
does not have the country's doc- 
tors fully on side. Her plans to 
introduce a year's compulsory , 
community service for medical 
graduates, who normally make 
a beeline for the private sector, 
has caused some alienation. 

The Medical Association of 
South Africa is also opposing | 
Dr Zuma's intention to impose 
the use of generic medicines. 
There is evidence of overpre- . 
scribing among doctors. The re- 
lationship between doctors and 
drug companies, already con-, 
sidered too cosy by the de- 
partment of health, is also the 
target of planned Zuma legis- 
lation. It may be that she has 
taken on too many opponents 
at one lime. 


Drought forces 
villagers to forage 
for jungle leaves 


Hundreds of tribal 
people have died of 
starvation and millions 
more are at risk from 
a chronic drought on 
the huge tropical island 
of New Guinea. Severe 
frost following a six- 
month dry period, 
caused by the 
meteorological 
phenomenon El Nino, 
has wrecked crops. 
Richard Uoyd-Porry reports 
from Mount Hagen. 


The Amam News Agency in 
Jakarta reported i cMerduv that 
4t H» people in Irian Java, the In- 
donesian-controlled western half 
of the island, had so far died of 
malnutrition. In Papua New 
Guinea (PNG), in the eastern 
half of the island, villagers in 
parts of the remote highlands 
have been reduced to foraging 
for jungle ferns after a severe 
frost which has blighted vegeta- 
bles already shrunk by the worst 
drought in Irving memory. 

In Mount Hagen, the capi- 
tal of Papua New Guinea's 
Western Highlands province, 
food prices have tripled, and in 
the worst-hit areas local people 
are surviving for days at a time 
on jungle leaves. The El Nino 
weather pattern, caused by- 
warming sea temperatures in 
the Pacific, has reduced moun- 
tain streams to a trickle, 10m- 
deep wells have run dry, and 
hundreds of people have de- 
serted mountain valleys in 
search of water. 

Local government officials 
stress that ij fc not yet a “So- 
malian or Ethiopian situation", 
but unless heavy rains begin 
MKin, they predict a catastrophe 
which will last well into next 
year. The highest estimate for 
PNG. v.i far unconfirmed, put 


the number of dead at around 
70. most of them elderly. But 
3'.: million people. 85 per cent 
of the population, are subsis- 
tence farmers, many of them 
dependent on crops such as 
sweet potato which take a Fong 
time to grow. If the wet .season 
does not begin soon, if will not 
only wipe out this season's 
crops, but also make it impos- 
sible to sow for next year. 

“The problem is that we 
don't know if we re at the end 
of it. or in the middle of it," said 
Jack Karali of the Western 
Highlands provincial govern- 
ment. "The people haven’t 
started killing their pics yet. and 
there's always something they 
can eat from the jungle. But in 
the last three nr four weeks, 
things have started to fall apart. 
Ifwe continue without rain for 
the next month nr so. we will 
be in serious trouble.’’ 

Papua New Guinea is a 
poor country ivhose central 
government is a substantial 
beneficiary of foreign aid hand- 
outs. A team of Australian ex- 
perts has been conducting a 
survey of the entire country to 
assess priorities, but any relief 
effort faces enormous logistical 
and cultural difficulties. 

Showers over the last three 
days have raised hopes that the 
crisis may he i iver. but they have 
also swamped dirt mads lead- 
ing to some of the worst hit ar- 
eas. This morning, officials 
from Mount Hag^n will at- 
tempt iu convoy food to the 
frost-stricken Tanibul district, 

but relief efforts arc compli- 
cated hy- the threat of so-called 
rascals - bandits whr> hold up 
vehicles, especially on slippery 
or rutted sections of road. 

“They know that they will 
gel the food eventually," says 
Mr Karali. “But we can't rule 
out the possibility that certain 
people may try to get their 
hands on it u hi! earlier by un- 
official mean*." 
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apon’s sins put post-war France in dock 
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Maurice Papon served 
the French state with 
distinction for nearly 50 
years. Today, at the age 
of 87, he goes on trial in 
Bordeaux for 
“complicity in crimes 
against humanity” for 
his role in the 
deportation of jews by 
the “Vichy” regime in 
1942-44. 

Is Papon simply a 
scapegoat for a nation's 
bad conscience? Why try 
him now after 53 years? 


& 
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reerist or cipher? Maurice Papon claims that his rote in the arrest of 1,558 Jewish 
sn, women and children In 1942-44 was just a formality Photograph: Popperfbco 
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portation of French forced 
labourers. There were no trials 

of oEBriab accused specifical- 
ly of involvement in the de- 
portation of Jews. 

De Gaulle’s choices were, m 
a sense, vindicated. National 
unity was rapidly restored; 


De Gaulks Chief aim was 
to restore national unity 


The Facts of the case arc scarce- 
ly in dispute. Maurice Papon, 
as secretary-general to the po- 
lice chief in the Bordeaux area, 
organised the arrest of 1,558 
Jewish men. women and chil- 
dren in 1942-44. 

Papon does not deny it: he 
cannot: the documents, bearing 
his signature, in stiff, pompous 
French officialese, stUl exist. “I 
have the honour to report to 
you that the convoy of 443 jews 
which left Bordeaux on 26 Au- 
gust arrived at the station of Le 
Bo urge l ” 

Mr Papon and his lawyers 
say that he had no choice; that 
his role was just a formality; that 
he managed to rescue, in his 
own chilling phrase from an- 
other contemporary memo, 
“interesting Jews”. 

The three-month trial will 
turn on whether, as he claims, 
Papon was a cipher. Or 
whether, as the prosecution 
claims, he was a wflfin& efficient 
and energetic tool of genocide, 
not from anti-Semitism, or pro- 
Hitierism, but from self-inter- 
est: tn other words from 
careerism. 

The Papon trial will convulse 
France because it raises other 
questions which it has no legal 
jurisdiction to answer. How is 
it that Maurice Papon survived 
the purges and prosecutions of 
Vichy collaborators? How did 
he pass, seamlessly, Into the 


provisional post-war regime of 
General Charles dc Gaulle, a 
man he had previously de- 
scribed as a traitor? How did he 
continue to thrive after the 
war when he became, succes- 
sively, Paris police chief, 
GauUha MP; commander of the 
Legion d*honneur; and budget 
minister under President Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing? 

The answer to all these 
questions is that France willed 
it that way and that the man 


the victors of the war; and the 

foundations were btnh for three 
decades of rapid ccoooinic and 
social progress (*Ies imtttsgio- 
risaw"). But as Mr Baruch also 
says, the decision to bind the 
wounds of Vichy with much of 

the poison trapped Decide helps 
to explain why “the wounds are 
still running today*. 

The strength of the fer- 
right National Rent (FN) is one 
symptom of that poison: two of 
the most powerfiil currents of 
support for the FN are Vichy 


apologists and anti-semitic, 
diehard Catholic traditionalists. 


BY JOHN 
LICHFIELD 


who first willed it that way was 
De Gaulle, the man who in- 
carnated resistance to VkhyistiL 

Papon is a living symbol of 
the myth deliberately fostered 
by De Gaulle in 1944-45 that 
Vichy was the aberration of a 
wicked few: that the remainder 
of France was divided between 
the heroic resistance and the in- 
nocent victims of occupation. 

As the war ended, De 
Gaulle was not preoccupied by 
the holocaust. He was more 
concerned by the disaster which 
bad almost befallen France. 
His aim was to restore, as 
rapidly as possible, a sense of 
Bench greatness. In particular, 
he wanted an instantly func- 
tioning state which would fore- 
stall triple potential evils: 
Communist takeover, civil-war; 
and - by no means the least 
evil in De Gaulle’s eyes - a 
humiliating Anglo-American 

adminis tration. 

Thus of thousands of middle- 
ranking Vichy officials - some 
of whom, like Papon, had be- 
latedly and cynixally helped 
the resistance when Germany 
began to lose the war - survived 
into post-war government. In 
the words of Marc Olivier 
Baruch. Jewish-French histori- 
an of the Vichy bureaucracy: “It 
is clear that General de Gaulle 
preferred at the liberation an 
inspector of finances (who had 
served Vichy) over a resistance 
fighter who had sowed bis cjwd 
stripes on his shirt." 

There were thousands of of- 
ficial trials of collaborators, 
large and small, and tens of 
thousands of unofficial execu- 
tions. But, in both cases, the 
Vichyists who were targeted 
were those who had directly 
fought the resistance or had 
been responsible for the de- 


From the Severnies, a senes 
of books and a very influential 
movie - The Sorrow and the ftty 
- began to prise the country’s 
bandages apart. Fora while, ft 
was fashionable on the left, and 
abroad, to believe that most of 
France had collaborated will- 
ingly with Nazism. This, too, is 
a false picture. But it is true 
enough that the vast majority of 
French people accepted Vichy 
at first; that there was little or- 
ganised resistance until 1943; 
and that there were few church 
or official voices raised against 
the persecution of the Jews. 

Hundreds of courageous 
French people did, however, 
help individual Jewish families 
to survive. More than 80,000 
French Jews, and French-based 
Jews perished in camps in 
Poland, or in France, but an- 
other 175,000 - proportion- 
ately far more than in other 
occupied countries-- weathered 
the war. 

Papon is an uncomfortable 
symbol of French history pre- 
cisely because he, like France, 
muddled through Vichy and 


thrived post-Vu^^ijffig. past 
caught up with him ml981 but 


caught up with him in l981 but 
It has stiB taken SftLyears to 
taring him to triaL^Qipre was 
considerable resistance to the 
prosecution in die French state, 
not least firom the late President 
Mitterrand, whose own in- 
volvement in the eartyyears of 
Vichy remains murky. 

What good will the trial 
do? Prosecutors and Jewish 
groups say the question is ir- 
relevant. Papon played a part 
in the greatest crime of the oenr 
tuty and, even at 87, should be 
forced to lace up to his actions 
(he has never shown the least 
sign of remorse). 

On the wider, political and 
moral questions of how the tri- 
al will affect the French psyche, 
opinion is divided. On the far 
right, and in pans of the cen- 
tre right, the trial is dismissed 
as a pointless or damaging cir- 
cus. But a recent poll in the 
magazine L 'Express suggested 
that the great majority of 
French people - 72 per cent - 
approved of the prosecution. 

Almost two-thirds of French 
people regarded Vichy as a live 
and relevant issue today. 
Younger people - those under 
25 - were especially insistent 
that Vichy was something close 
and important to their lives and 
not a closed chapter. 


THE LATE SHOW 


In deference to the advanced age of the accused, and 
many of the witnesses, the trial of Maurice Papon will sit 
in the afternoons only. It is expected to last for at least 
three months, with a cut-off date of 23 December. 

Character witnesses fen: Papon, depending on the time 
available, may indude the former President Val6ry Giscard 
d’Estaing and former Prime Minister, Raymond Banc. 

A large section of the trial wifi be given over to 
establishing the political and moral climate of Vichy 
France. Evidence will be given by the most eminent 
historians of the period: the American Robert Paxton, the 
French writers Henry Rousso and Henri Amouroux and 
the Nobel peace prize-winner EUe WieseL Over 50,000 
documents have been assembled. 

There may also be many days of abstruse legal 
argument Although the basic facts are not in dispute, the 
legal basis for trying Papon for ^complicity in crimes 
against humanity" is far from dear. Arguments on this 
point disrupted the trials of the German torturer Klaus 
Barbie in the 1980s and the Vichy militia chief, Paul 
Tbnvier, in the 1970s. The prosecution must prove that 
Papon had "personal complicity" in genocide, not simply 
that he acted within a Vichy state apparatus in which the 
important decisions were outside his competence. 

Prosecutors will seek to prove that Papon showed 
unnecessary zeal in his rounding up of Jews; the defence 
wifi bring evidence that he did intervene to help some 
escape the net. It appears, however, that these 
interventions began only in late 1943 or early 1944 when 
Papon was in touch with the resistance and preparing the 
alibi which allowed him to survive the liberation. 
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=;:• 16/CLINTON’S TROUBLES 


TH E SCA NDAL TRAIL 


Paula Jones: 27 May 1998, 
has been set as the date for 
hearing the sexual harass- 
ment suit in which Ms Jones 
wants an admission from Mr 
Clinton that he made unwel- 
come sexual advances to her 
in 1991 when governor of 
Arkansas. 

So far. Mr Ginton's at- 
tempts to settle without ad- 
mitting guilt have failed, but 
with both parties running out 
of money an out-of-court set- 
tlement is still possible. 

Whitewater: Three-year in- 
vestigation led by indepen- 
dent prosecutor Kenneth 
Starr into the Clintons' in- 
volvement in an Arkansas 
land deal in the Eighties has 
so for failed to find evidence 
of illegality - although sever- 
al of their associates in the 
deal have been convicted and 
gone to prison. 

A key witness. Susan Mc- 


Dougal, has been jailed in 
California for contempt of 
court after refusing to testify. 

White House travel office: 
Whether HflJaiy Clinton lied 
about involvement in the dis- 
missal of White House office 
travel staff in 1993. Investiga- 
tion still in progress, but 
overtaken by other scandals. 

Party funding: Did either 
Bill Clinton, or A1 Gore 
break the law by receiving 
campaign funds from foreign 
interests and/or raising re- 
election funds from federal 
property? 

The attorney-general 
Janet Reno decided last 
week that the investigation 
into Gore should be extend- 
ed, but indicated that there 
was insufficient evidence 
against Clinton. That was be- 
fore the discovery of the 
tapes. 


Taped: President Clinton seen on video entertaining the donors in the White House 
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to hell with it, 
that'll do 
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well dene! 
fourth time lucky! 


come on, 
it was pretty tight 


yep, it was an amazing dismay of 
sheer parking genius. 


I didn't want to 
scuff the wheels, actually 

I 

sorry? 


o.k. see you later 

if Pm not at the kerb i 
15 minutes, go on wi 
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The Punto ELX features a new S5 bhp. I6v engine. 6 speaker 
RDS stereo with steering wheel controls, driver’s airbag, electric sunroof, 
electric front windows, remote central locking and now. power steering. 
So no excuses. Call 0500 71 7000. n htrpJ/www. fiac.eo.uk or visit your 
local Fiat dealer fur more Information. 
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CHrtton has been caught 
out again. Videotapes 
showing White House 
coffee mornings - whose 
purpose may or may not 
have been to solicit 
campaign funds - burst 
on to the political scene 
this week. Mary Dqevsky 
asks whether this time, 
the mud will stick. 


The chairman of the Senate 
committee investigating the 
whole question of party funding, 
the Republican Senator, Fred 
Thompson, could not conceal 
his finy. Yesterday monring, 
before calling one of the key wit- 
nesses for a much-anticipated 
appearance - the man behind 
Bill Ginton's re-election cam- 
paign, his former deputy chief 
of staff, Harold Ickes - be let 
loose with a half-hour statement 

Outraged, he asked why it 
had taken so long for the exis- 
tence of the tapes of 'White 
House coffee meetings with 
donors to became known. He ac- 
cused the White House of show- 
ing "a dear pattern of delay, 
footdragging and concealing”. 

Focusing for the first time di- 
rectly on President Clinton, he 
said there had been “a missing 
person” in most of the com- 
mittee’s discussions, and he 
was not talking about the at- 
toruey-generaL, Janet Rena, 
(who is investigating whether 
the President or Vice -Presi- 
dent broke the law in their 
fund-raising activities), or about 
the Vice-President. 

“Mr President,” he said, “I 
would suggest this was your 
campaign, for your re-election, 
your supporters, your workers.” 
And he called on Mr Out ton 
to assume responsibility, co- 
operate with the investigation 
and encourage White House 
staff to testify fully. 

Less than 24 hours earlier it 
had been an unusually wary Mr 
Clinton who answered re- 
porter' questions about the dis- 
covery of the tapes. After the 
role of the Watergate tapes in 
toppling Richard Nixon, tapes 
have an unnerving resonance 
for United States politicians: 
they need to be treated with 
care. He had also to deal with 
the possibility that many other 
tapes might be found. 

“I think it was just an acci- 
dent,” Mr Ginton said of the 
delay in finding the tapes, which 
show him and his aides circu- 
lating easily with big donors to 
the Democratic Party. 

He would not comment, 
however, on the fact that they 
show at least one meeting tak- 
ing place in the Oval Office - 
despite earlier assurances that 
no such meetings had taken 
place. Nor did he comment on 
the special case of his dis- 
course with John Huang, one 
of the most controversial figures 
in the party-ftinding scandal be- 
cause of his alleged ties with the 
Chinese government. Mr Clin- 
ton greets him: “Hi. J ohiT, sits 
next to him at table and pours 
him coffee. 

In one aspect, however. Mr 
Clinton appeared vindicated. 


He is seen declmmgan offetf. 
cheques - . a clear acknd- : 
edgement that he knewthd-. . 
. quirements of ., law d 
propriety. , ; . .. - _ 

Until the tapes cameo 
light, Mr Ginton had seetd ' 
to be almostbame and dijti ; 
the partjHfunding issuer Fad . . 
; with claims that his fund-a- 
ing activities had broken | 
law, Mr Ginton had respoF . 
edwithamixturerofaggres£ , 
seJf-defenceChewasonlydffi . 
what the Republic Party-di, 
brazen denials (be did noth^; 
illegal), political savvy (as ?.; 
tapes appear to show, be Jay - 
exactly where the line be two 
legal and illegal ran) and S . 
customary charm. • 

So successful was he, U 
Ms Reno, the governmes 
chief law officer, had last wet 
indicated in a tetter to Rept- . 
lican senators that she M . 
found no evidence that i. 
Clinton had breached the V ■ 
and it lookedunlikely that s 
would extend her investigati 
beyond the initial 30 days. 1; 
same letter had explained Ir ~ 
decision to extend a similar-';' 
vestigation into Vice-Presidi : . 
A1 Gore - a decision that cofi 



ofbein 
the yea 


threaten his pi 
elected president/ 

2000. 

Mr Gore, hitrerto seen a 
the administrate rs Mr Gear 
has been accused of breaJdn; 
the law by solicitng campaigj 
funds from federa property (hi 
White House oflfce), divertim 
“soft money” /ontribution 
from general parv funds ro spe 
cific re-election ampaigns, am 
attending events thededicatior 
of a Buddhist t mple in Cali 
foraia)asVice- cadent, whet 
the purpose w: to raise party- 
funds. 

Lesspractia 1 than Mr Gin- ' 
ton at panyi ; attacks, Mi 
Gore had loi ced defensive ; 
and diffident md. whatever 
happens, his n utation is dam- 
aged. With MJ Ginton - whe 
will not be starting for electior 
again- the belted discovery o 
the tapes cold prove man 
damaging thJi the contents 
And wbalevefred Thompsoi 
said yesterdmil could be Jane 
Reno's head fat rolls - for in 
sufficient rigor in her investi 
gation - anqnot that of tin 
President. 
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A few good reasons not to be afraid of Edward Albee 


•Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf* 
made Edward Albee a household 
name. But, for 10 or 12 years, it 
looked like he’d been forgotten. 
Enter Three Tall Women* and a 
new run of successes on Broadway 
and in the West End. A delicate 
balance restored, he might say 


Io interview, playwrights rarely sound so 
very different from their plays. Tom 
Stoppard is witty and word perfect even 
with an audience of one; Simon Gray 
teeters mordantly on the edge of self-dis- 
gust in person as in prose; and ofistage 
and on Jonathan Harvey is as camp as a 
Bedouin housing estate. Edward Albee’s 
best known plays have the civilised exte- 
rior of East Coast comfort: there are no 
inarticulate Eddie Carbones in his view 
from the bridge, only profs and te nnis dub 
habitues and well-heeled products of 
the WASP factory. But open the ftoot 
door and ali you can see is rage and cru- 
elty and slurping alcoholism. 

Let's get one thing out of the way. Al- 
bee doesn't touch alcohol - or hasn't for 
over 20 years. But yes, the exterior is veiy 
civilised in a mud-coloured tweed sort of 
way. This is not an original observation, 
but he is the spitting image of Roy Strong, 
wiry and grey and long-faced (though with 
a much less horticultural moustache than 
cither Strong's or the black ferret in his 
own absurdly out-of-date mugshot on the 
back of the Penguin edition of Three HtU 
Women). As for the rage and the cruelty, 
Albee would argue that his characters tend 
to display these as the result of a malaise 
that he himself has taken pains to avoid. 
“I've always thought there’s nothing worse 
than coming to the end of your life and 
realising that you haven’t participated in 
iL and so I write about people who have 
done that to a certain extenL" A gym- 
honed 6$, Albee is somewhere between 
the end and the middle of a life in which 
he has participated far more actively 
than George and Martha, the couple in 
Who s. Afraid of Virginia Woolf?, whose idea 
of hell is each other. 

So. there's daylight between him and 
the broiling despair of his characters. But 
that doesn’t mean he’s any easier to in- 
terview than his plays are to watch. His 
answers can be unusually short, as if. in 
his own certainty, he has no need of pro- 
lixity. And when they stretch their legs and 
wander about a bit, they seem to be us- 
ing their length to crush the crassness out 
of Lhe question. You can usually tell you’ve 
been doltish when the first word of his an- 
swer is “probably". As in, how do the ideas 
make their way into his bead in the first 
place? “Probably because I’m a writer. 
And they' re plays rather than novels be- 
cause I am a playwright." Ouch. Or why 
did Three Tail Women, the first Albee play 
ever to earn unanimous critical approval, 
open in the New York equivalent of the 
Almeida? "Probably because Broadway 
management thought it was too - what's 
(but terrible word? - dark. And also no 
chandeliers crashed to the floor." 



The man who cried Woolf: 1 was a lousy novelist and not a great poet. I wasn't ready to be a playwright until I was 30’ Photo: John Lawrence 



Revival of the fittest: Maggie Smith (left) in Three Tall Women’; Diana Rigg and David Suchet (right) in the 
Almeida’s production of Who's Afraid of Virginia Woolf?’ Photos: Henrietta Butler/Sue Adler 


Despite the safety-first policy on Broad- 
way (carton-copied, Albee believes, in Loo- 
don 's West End), Three Tall Women - 
premiered in Vienna in 1991 and seen here 
three years later in a production starring 
Maggie Smith — rescued its author from 

INTERYiEWBY 
JASPER REES 

a slough of commercial despondency. 
Not that he quite sees it that way. “All that 
time, a 10- or 12-year period when I wasn't 
ever put on in New York or London, I had 
lots of plays in the rest of Europe, around 
the United States. Latin America, just not 
New York City. But everybody in the 


theatre in America thinks New York City 
is the centre of the universe." 

Whatever, the Almeida promptly 
caught the wave by reviving Who's Afraid 
of Virginia Woolf in a staging so success- 
ful that, in a coals-to-Newcastle kind of way, 
it made it all the way to Broadway. Thus 
Albee now has two influential patrons in 
Britain: a small but perfectly formed 
fringe theatre, and the West End impre- 
sario Robert Fox. Their roles in the resus- 
citation of his fortunes are in the process 
of being reversed. Having revived a hit from 
the 1960s, the Almeida will next year pul 
on a brand-new play called The Play 
About the Baby. Fox. meanwhile, having 
earned his brownie points with a new .Al- 
bee. now gets to revive .-1 Delicate Balance 
in a production reuniting Maggie Smith and 
Tall Women's director Anthony Page. 


Premiered on Broadway in 1966,^4 Del- 
icate Balance has not been performed in 
London since Pfcler Hall’s RSC produc- 
tion in 1970. It won Albee the first of his 
three Pulitzer Prizes by ruthlessly holding 
up a mirror to the predominantly middle- 
class audiences who would have seen it 
(and. indeed, will see it in this new revival ). 
It tells of a wealthy suburban couple. Agnes 
and Tobias, who enjoy a smoothly oiled 
marriage at odds with both the serial nup- 
tials of their unstable only daughter Julia 
-who drops by in-between divorces - and 
the alcoholic depression of Agnes's livc- 
in sister Claire. This menage would func- 
tion on a perfectly civil war footing were 
it not for the impromptu inv-.tsion of Agnes 
and Tobias's oldest friends Edna and Har- 
ry. who arc sitting at home one Friday night 
and suddenly, for no explicable reason, get 


EDWARD ALBEE: 

A WRITER'S LIFE 
BEGINS AT 30 

1959 The Zoo Story: premiered in 
West Berlin. 

1962 Who’s Afraid of Virginia 
Woolf, premiered on Broadway. 
Wins a Drama Critics Circle Award. 
1966 A Delicate Balance: pre- 
miered on Broadway. Wins Albee his 
first Pulitzer Prize. 

1975 Seascape: Wins Albee his 
second Pulitzer Prize. 

1991 Three Tall Women: premiered 
in Vienna. Wins Albee his third z- 
Pulrtzer Prize. 

1998 The Play About the Baby, due 
to be premiered at Londons Almei- 
da Theatre in the authors 70th 
birthday year. 


frightened. They move in with their best 
pals, on the shared assumption that they'd 
always be willing to return the compliment, 
only to trigger a nihilistic reassessment of 
the nature of friendship. 

Albee swats away all my attempts to find 
a thematic link between/! Delicate Balance 
and Who's Afraid. “George and Martha arc 
about 20 years younger than the people in 
A Delicate Balance. The economic struc- 
ture is different. The social structure is dif- 
ferent, the education is different. It's all 
different." But what’s ultimately the same 
is the bleak view of matrimony, which may 
or may not have something to do with his 
rather loveless upbringing as the adopted 
only child of a wealthy New York couple. 
(Albee has himself been in a relationship 
with another man for over 25 years.) The 
terror in.4 Delicate Balance goes unnamed. 




but it is not confined to married hetero- 
smiaJs. Albee says that “you become aware 
of it as soon as you realise you're going to 
die”. When did he dock that one? “Quite 
young." Before or after 30? “Probably 
around that time. If you’re aware of that, 
then you certainty know that you're sup- 
posed tolive more fully. ** - 

At 30, when he realised be was going 
to die, Albee started to .write perfbrinable 
plays. “I had written a three-act sex farce 
when I was 12. There were a couple of half- . 
assed attempts at writing plays in my ear- 
ly 20s which I didn’t finish. Z was a lousy 
novelist and a not very good poet I wasn’t 
ready to be a playwright until I was 30." 
His Gist, The Zoo Story, was premiered in 
West Berlin in 1959 -Albee has never been 
out of fashion in Germany - in a doubly 
bill with Beckett’s Krapp’s Last Tape^ 
There was no off- Broadway and no one 
wanted an hour-long grumpy play by an 
unkn own American on Broadway.” He 
laughs and says, “That is stiD the position." 

He quit delivering telegrams for West- 
ern Union, and within three years had writ- 
ten Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf? 
ensuring that, however un-hip, be would 
never be unknown again. When John 
Steinbeck (the dedicatee oM Delicate Bal- 
ance) was sent on a friendship mission to 
the Soviet Union in 1963, he insisted on 
talcing Albee with him; he was thus in 
Poland when the President was assassi- 
nated. Some playwrights sit at their desk 
at home and let the grass grow under them. 
Not Albee, who is lucky enough to be able 
to write on planes. He has seen roughty|| 
100 different productions of Who’s Afraid 
cf Virginia Woolf? and he polices it and oth- 
er texts with fatherly protectiveness. He 
withdrew the rights to a production in Mex- 
ico when he heard they’d shortened iL He 
obliged them to change the set on the re 1 
cent Broadway production of A Delicate 
Balance'. Tf was Baixbaus. J looked at it 
and saidTt’s absolutely perfect There’s 
only one trouble.' hat's thatT Those 
people couldn’t live there.” He made It 
fairly obvious that he “loathed” John Napi- 
er's design for the Almeida production of 
Who’s Afraid. “There was so much fuck- 
ing carpentry and machinery backstage. 
You couldn't cross the stage behind, and 
I thought that was terrible. There is a thing 
about British set design: it’s always cal|#v 
ing attention to itself. 1 hate sets that mak^/ 
psychological or symbolic comments.” 

Other things for which Albee struggles 
to put together two good words: “the sta- 
bility of the critical group” (except when 
it likes his plays); audiences (“trained to 
want less, to be satisfied with less”); play- 
wrights (“who go on writing plays who 
haven't got an idea in their head”). This 
last, of course, will never happen to Al- 
bee. “When I have no ideas for plays, T 
hope IH have the sense not to try to write 
them." There is a play called The Goat 
lined up behind The Play About the Baby. 
But we’ll not know how fashionable Al- 
bee has actually become until both these 
plays have been run past the critical group A 
And the audience. ' 

’.4 Delicate Balance' pre views at the Theatre 
Royal, Haymarket, London SWl,from Wed 
15 Oct (booking: 0171-9308800 ) 
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Play it any way you like it except safe 


Thelma Holt, producer, 
chair of the Arts Coucil 
Drama Panel and 
recipient of a Laurence 
Olivier Award for 
Outstanding 
Achievement in the 
Theatre, recalls some of 
her theatrical highlights 

I have always believed in the 
right to fail - if you see a piece 
of work that does not work but 
you sec that somebody has 
been very brave, I find that more 
pleasurable than playing safe. 

Hike my production of Ib- 
sen’s A Doll's House. Who 
would have thought that strap- 
ping Janet McTeer - six-foot- 
one-and-a-bit - could play that 
fluffy little bird? Bui Janet was 
so brave there was no way she 
could have been just “all right" 
in that play. She was either go- 
ing lo give a definitive perfor- 
mance - and 1 very rarely say 
that - or fail so miserably it 
would have been embarrassing. 
| As it was. Mcleerwon both an 
Olivier and a Tony award for 
her performance.! 

The most dangerous thing 1 
ever did was to take a huge fi- 
nancial risk when I left the Na- 



tional. Since I had no investors, 
I mortgaged my home lo do The 
Three Sisters with the Redgraves. 
Eventually, though, we were 
laughing all the way to the bank. 

Another Lime. I brought the 
Rustaveli Theatre Company 
over from Georgia just four days 
after the Soviet Union had in- 
vaded Afghanistan. Each night 
there was a bomb thrcaL and we 
had to clear the theatre, h was 
some man from Stoke New- 


ington. but he was terribly con- 
siderate because he always 
made the hoax at the same time. 
And every night two bus loads 
of police arrived to help evac- 
uate the audience. On the last 
night. I asked if I could invite 
the police in fora drink with the 
company -something which was 
unheard of lo the Georgians. 
And when the Rustaveli left, the 
No 2 at New Scotland Yard gave 
me a badge lo give them. They 


just couldn't believe what it said 
- they couldn't lake it home, let 
alone wear it. Because what the 
badge said was: "Help the po- 
lice - beat yourself up." 

It’s nice to Inc on lhe edge, 
because there’s a chance that 
you might go somewhere you've 
never been before - and neither 
has anybody else. It might be a 
very unpleasant place, and 
you'll want to come scurrying 
hack as quickly as possible, but 


Holt: a woman on 
the edge 

photo: Tony Buckingham 


danger makes my adrenalin 
flow. Maybe it’s because never, 
in my life has there not'beeraK, 
some kind of turbulence. I was ' 
a little girl during the Second 
World War; while I was at 
Rada, there was Korea; and 
when I started to be a thinkin g 
creature, there was Vietnam. 

But I was spoilt rotten as a 
child: my father died when I was . 
very small, and I think my 
mother over-compensated. 
When I went to Rada, that was 
the first real world I ever raw: 
it had not occurred to me for 
one second that everywhere 1 
went they weren’t thrilled to 
have me. J came down thinking 
I was 24 carat gold, and soon 
found out that I wasn't Fm not 
9 carat I’m 18. Fm right to be 
aware of my own worth because 
I can immediately recognise tal- ■ tftj 
cm in others. If you don’t have ,J 

any skills, you can’t recognise 
them in anyone else. 

Tiielma Holt’s production of 
lynagawa’s 'Shinioku-Mam’isat 
the Barbican, London EC2 (0171 
638 8891) from 15 to 18 Oct 
Interview by Andrew G Marshall' 
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Sheer 


gorgeousness 


- a first-timer conquers Milan 


Narciso Rodriguez is the name and you 
probably haven’t seen It before. He has 
been designing for Cerruti unseen (except 
by Sigourney Weaver, Clare Danes and 
the odd Kennedy wife). On Sunday he had 
his first show ever and it was a fashion 
moment to lift the spirits — nothing much 
to say about it except that the clothes 
^«re beautiful and wearable and they 
make women look sensational. Tomsin 
Blanchard met him on the morning after. 
Sensational he did not feel. 
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“I ihink my life began last J 

mghU^sNardsoRodr®^ ^ 
slumped in an ornate go 
armchair in the ovcr-ihe-top mg 
Principe di Savoia. Mfonj Hef 

rimesumostcxpeiwive^el. 

We bad been scheduled to o& 

meet at 10.30am, 12 hours af- 
ter hts show. Not suipnsm^y, 

he shambles down from his piqu 
room more than an hourUite, vest 

blcaiy-e' ed and shaky. “Cham- 

pagne is a terrible thing, he una 
complains But he’d better get P 
used to iL His life is going to thai 
be one long champagne flute 

from now on. . . 

He had spent the night 
celebrating with his Team, Mas- 
simo and Alberta FeireUL who 
are manufacturing the line for 
him, and his parents, whom he 
flew over for the show and took 
to dinner at the Milanese fash- 
ion pack’s favourite restau- 
rant. Lc Langhe. After that U 
was all back to the Principe to 
Demi Moore’s presidential 
suite. (“It’s got a swimming 
pool in the room." says Ro- 
driguez in wide-eyed amaze- 
ment. “the biggest hotel room 

lever saw.”) 7. 

Rodriguez is fabulous Tor N 
one reason only - he makes cl 
clothes that make women look n 
gorgeous. Until Sunday night t* 
there had never been a single 

dress or skin bearing his name, a 

His previous designs went n 
under the label Cerruti. Before b 
that, he worked for Cabin t! 
Klein, TSE - the American C 
company specialising in mod- s 
ern cashmere - and Anne a 
Klein when Donna Karan was t 
the designer there. Donna has I 
been supportive throughout, ' 
and now wishes him well as he i 
makes the transition from de- 
signer to designer label She, 
alone of her trade, sent him 
flowers to congratulate him on 
his d£but collection. 

“His show was a hit. Kate 
Moss said so. by ordering al- 
most the entire collection; an- 
other model paid him his 
greatest compliment by simply 
saying, “It’s so nice to put on 
something sexy and classy. 
These are nice clothes.” To 
some designers, the word 
“nice” would be the greatest in- 
sult. But to Rodriguez, a 36- 
year-old from New Jersey, the 
description is just perfect. He 
is not trying to challenge 
women, stun the world with his 
i intellect or shock us with see- 
4 through underwear. All he 

J wants is for women to look at 

f his sequined slips and 

| camisoles and sporty, luxurious 

I separates on the rail and want 

to wear them there and then. 
And if he achieves that, he is 
happy. 


Safetsss 

^5 oroduces clothes ia* are 

^ modem, luxurious. “ 
ostentatious or understated as 

Ihe wearer wants them to be. 
Tfcereare simple organza 
■ Arrva s. liule sequined 

vests to be worn underrelaxcd 

grey tailoring, pencil skirt* 

Ssuming kni,s -jUfe'dreB 
orcdous to wear, and the dress 

SSevery woman should own 



Narciso Rodriguez creates 
clothes he is proud to call 
•nice’. Actress Clare Danes, 
below, is one of many fans 

next summer short-sleeved, 
fitted and slightly flared, in 
bias-cut cheesecloth. Simple, 
flattering, elegant and clean. 
Colours echo the changing 
shades of sunset, from pale 
aquamarine and dove grey lo 
rosy pink and midnight blue. 
No wonder Harrods and Har- 
vey Nichols have already 
snapped up the collection. 

In the short time Rodriguez 
was at Cerruti, he worked won- 
ders. Suddenly, after just two 
seasons Cerruti became talked 
about as a label to be seen in. 

Then he made the wedding 



dress for Caroline Bessettejus 
friend from ber days as press 
officer for Calvin Klein, who 
happened to be marrying John 
Kennedy Jr. and got a bit of at- 
tention, as you do: U I 
wedding dress for a really gooo 
friend and I think that brought 
a lot of attention to the work 
1 was doing,” says Rodriguez, 
ingenuously (or disingenuous- 
ly) stretching his blue Does van 
Noten jumper, that looks as 
he slept in it. 

Perhaps it was a little too 
much attention for his em- 
ployers’ liking. He was stealing 
the limelight from the Cerru- 
ti family. They parted compa- 
ny with him last March, and 
Rodriguez was out of a job. But 

not for long. Never ones to miss 

out on a hot young designer, 
LVMH. owners of Givenchy 
and Dior, offered him a job os 
design director at the 
leather company Loewe. And 
the powerful Italian manufac- 
turing group Ereffe, whichateo 
works with Gaultier and Rifat 
Ozbek, contacted him to see u 
he was thinking of starting his 
own collection. 

Just over six months later, 
photographers are climbing in 
s, through the windows, a woman 
faints outside, fights are break- 
ing out by the catwalk, and Nar- 
d, ciso gives birth to his own 
in label “It was the easiest, hap- 
e piest collection I ever put to- 

n gether. I felt free.” Narciso tells 
ic me. well into his second cap- 
je puccino. Fashion has gottoo in- 
to teUectual. For me its about 
jc excitement, happiness, etno 
ar- tion. travelling, wanting to 
dv wear clothes again.” He designs 
for women with busy lives, 

iez what he calls “active, fashion- 

m - intelligent women”. 
wo “You don't have to put a 
ted cockatoo on a girl’s head to 
in make her look different- It s 
ling been so many years of dispos- 
able fashion. But the more 
ugly clothes there are, the 
more pretty dothes m selL You 
can create a buzz without mak- 
ing a spectacle.” 

Right now, the buzz is deaf- 
ening. Rodriguez cannot really 
go wrong- As he sits in the bar 
of the Principe, American mag- 
azine editors blow air kisses 
and tell him the collection was 
fabulous. By next season, they 
will all be wearing his clothes 
too. And then Narciso Ro- 
driguez will be really happy. 

Catwalk photographs, from Nar- 
ciso Rodriguez’ Sunday evening 
show in Milan, by Andrew 
Thomas 

Celebrity photographs: Rex 
Features 
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B ELOVED A ND BONK 


Diary of a divorce 


It's the ramifications of it ail that get to you. From 
the “who goes to sports day?” practicalities, to the 
fact that the kids take three hours to put to bed every 
night. That’s because, in addition to the magnifying 
effect Beloved’s departure has had on all normal 
problems (being put in goal for the match against 
Smallford Primary, having to eat Cheesy Wheel on 
Thursdays, not being allowed to have pierced ears, 
etc), there’s all the wailing and moaning of “we want 
our Daddy” to be got through. 

That’s the only time I start to think realty 
seriously vindictive thoughts, when I'm telling their 
crying little faces that Daddy still loves them. (Only, 
of course, not quite enough to actually be here in 
person. It’s like being Jesus's representative on Earth 
when you’ve, just converted to Judaism.) Bunny, ray 
girl, said to me tonight: “Hi be scared to get married 
when I grow up.” Whaddya say to something like 
that? “No. no, darling, Fm sure your marriage will be 
a beautiful thing that will last a lifetime”, or “Don’t 
be scared; just make sure you nail his balls to the 
floor six months before he turns 40”. 

One of the immediate practical ramifications is 
that when Beloved comes to fetch the kids I have to 
clear off, or Fd be holding on to bis Armani turn-ups 
and begging him to return (or just stay for an hour 
and give me a light going over). And last week I 
cleared off to the coast to do a scuba-diving course, 
iu an effort to become a New and Independent 
Woman (ie another bloody sad divorcee desperate 
for a lay). 

About 50 per cent of the course was filling in 
insurance disclaimer forms to remove any 
responsibility from the diving school for my so much 
as breaking a nail whilst under their tuition. (I 
suspect Beloved has filled a s imil ar type of form in 
triplicate somewhere along the line, removing from 
him any responsibility for anything at all in his life.) 
Anyway - one of the questions was “Next of Kin”, in 
other words the name and contact details of the 
person who is the first to be rung up when my lifeless 
body is dragged from the water, when I have 
selflessly sacrificed myself to save 17 orphans and a 
celebrity dog from certain death. Do I fill in 
Beloved's name in this spot? 

What would be more satisfying to my spirit, as it 
speeds away to another dimension (populated 
entirety by uospiritual incarnations of Nicholas Cage 
- you can tell how the hormone levels have gone, 
can’t you? Week one it was Alan Rickman. Now it’s 
Nicholas Cage), would it be more satisfying for him 
to find out from the foil-page obituary a week later? 
Or to be phoued from the sceue in time to rush to 
my still wet and neoprene-covered form and clutch 
me to his bosom in grief-stricken regret? Tricky. 

I was having a “stuff off and die day” on that 
Saturday, a “plenty more sharks in the tank” day, so I 
left it blank to give me the middle option: track him 
down in 24 hours or so, so he has to come to the 
morgue, and he hates anything to do with hospitals. I 
mean. I spent the whole time while I was giving birth 
bolding bis band and asking if he was OK. We even 
had to keep the radio going in the operating theatre 
to keep him from passing out. So one child was born 
to the theme from Neighbours and the other to a 
local radio news bulletin. You know the sort of thing. 
Local man passing by when something really 
important happened somewhere else. 

Anyway, Saturday's “stuff off and die” mood 
didn't last, because the only other people on my 
course were a couple in the first throes of love's 
sweet dream. It wasn’t a dive course they needed, 
more like the sort of surgery you do for Siamese 
twins. Thank God we were doing dive practice when 
we were in the pool - tanks, mask and regulator just 
prevented the Kama Sutra meets synchro-swimming. 
But only just. I didn’t know where to look when they 
were doing the air-sharing exercise-. I don’t think the 
instructor noticed. Actually I think he’s too young for 
sex. Although I did consider offering him a starter 
pack. 

Seeing those two hot to trot in flippers made me 
start thinking about how cute Beloved used to look 
in the pool. (You can’t realty love a man, I always 
feel, unless you fancy him with his hair all so ggy and 
water caught in his eyelashes.) So by Sunday night I 
was filling in the blank space with Beloved’s new 
address: Beloved. Bonk’s Basement, London. This 
provided perhaps the best option of all: the news is 
delivered to Bonk who has to break it to Beloved, 
and in that one moment of shock he looks at her face 
(which would be trying hard not to smile) and 
realises what a terrible mistake he has made. Yessss. 


Stevie Morgan 







Justin Worland, whose university existence kept him going when family life was rocked by his father’s death 


Photograph: Andrew Hasson 0 


Just because they’re campus kids doesn’t 
mean the cord’s been cut 


As thousands of students 
begin university life, 
many parents are left 
wondering what to do 
with theirs. Up sticks, 
pursue ambitions, or get 
divorced? But such 
decisions can alienate 
children, writes Shdky 
Bovey. Just because 
they’re away, doesn’t 
mean the children should 
be excluded. 


If you feel like backpacking 
around the world the moment 
you have seen your child safe- 
ty ensconced in a university hall 
of residence, think again. While 
we have been liberated from the 
gradual descent into old age, 
which was all our own parents 
bad to look forward to, the cur- 
rent exhortation to get a life 
when the children leave can 
blind parents to the fact that 
their newly launched offspring 
are far from being fully fledged 
adult birds. 

An announcement that you 
are turning their childhood 
bedroom into an office, study 
or even a guest room can con- 
siderably undermine their se- 
curity. But there is a tendency 
to assume that this will not af- 
fect children who have begun 
to make lives of their own. 

Not so, says Mark Phippen, 
bead of counselling services at 
Cambridge University. “This is 
not a good time for children to 


lose their roots. They need to 
come home and find their bed- 
room is still there, and all the 
familiar things. Before parents 
do their own thing, they should 
think about what effect it will 
have on their children.” 

University is a time of tran- 
sition between home and the 
outside world, referred to by 
psychologists as “the launching 
phase”. The excitement and 
tension of the preparations for 
a child's departure can bring a 
sense of relief to parents when 
it all goes well, but there comes 
a point when they wonder what 
they are going to do with their 
lives. 

There is a temptation to fill 
the void, to do something new. 
There are jokes about moving 
so that parents can escape their 
children: one couple did just 
that, deliberately buying a small 
two-bedroomed bungalow so 
that their offspring could not 
come home. The message they 
gave their sons was dear and in- 
tentional. The relationship be- 
tween those parents and their 
children is now, unsurprising- 
ly. almost non-existent. 

Another family moved when 
their daughter was away in 
India during a gap year. 
Although they allocated her 
a bedroom in the new house, 
she never felt it was home. 
The decision was a fait 
accompli. 

“Parents make changes for 
all sorts of reasons but students 
want home still to be home,” 
Mr Phippen says. “They want 
to feel included in any deci- 


sions. and parents of grown-up 
children can overlook this. It 
may sound obvious but you 
need to discuss any plans with 
them. They will resent the ap- 
parent fact that the change 
has not been made with them 
in mind; they may even believe 
it is taking place because they 
have gone, and they will feel ex- 
tremely alienated.” 

If a house move can shake 
a young person's sense of se- 
curity. then the death of a par- 
ent rocks the foundations. 
Justin Worland was in his sec- 
ond year when his father was di- 
agnosed as having testicular 
cancer, which quickly metasta- 
sised to his lungs and brain. He 
died five weeks before Justin's 
Finals. “We'd had a very stable, 
happy family life,” says Justin, 
who is an only child. “Sudden- 
ly all that was gone. My dad was 
dying and 1 couldn’t lean on my 
mum because she was caring for 
him and she had more than 
enough to cope with.” Justin fell 
tom in two. He wanted to be 
with his parents but couldn't 
help feeling a huge sense of re- 
lief when it was time to go back 
to university. 

“It was hard leaving mum to 
cope, but I dreaded going 
home. It was no longer secure, 
whereas university became a 
sale little bubble for me. But it 
wasn’t reality. The reality was 
that my father was dying. The 
worst had happened and my se- 
curity had gone.” Each week- 
end Justin drove home, filled 
with dread as he rounded the 
comer to his house. 


Two things kept Justin going: 
the loving support of his girl- 
friend and his flatmate, and his 
determination to do well. “Pre- 
viously I'd been carefree and 
reckless. But when I saw my fa- 
ther struggling il made me 
buckle down.” A good degree 
was Justin's tribute Vo the father 
who did not live to see it. 

Some things cannot be 
helped or avoided. Death Is 
one: divorce may be another. 
Parents who stay together “for 
the sake of the children” often 
find their marriage coming 
apart when the children have 
gone. And they may assume 
that children who have left 
home can cope with their par- 
ents’ separation. The truth is 
that they are likely to be dev- 
astated. 

Clare Carter learnt of her 
parents’ impending divorce 
during the Easter vacation of 
her first year at university. “1 
went home,” she says, “and they 
sat there and told me they 
were splitting up. They said 
they’d known it was on the 
cards for a long time but they 
wanted to gel me established. 
By the lime they told me, the 
proceedings were already’ under 
way.” 

Clare had known for a while 
that there were tensions and 
rows and undercurrents, but no- 
body had mentioned divorce. 
She returned to university feel- 
ing betrayed and sidelined. It 
proved all too easy to turn to 
the escapism provided by drugs, 
alcohol, endless nights of club- 
bing and days spent asleep. 


Clare failed her first-year ex- 
ams and left university for a job 
in a pub. Now, two years later, 
she is tiying to put her life back 
together. She cannot shake off 
the feeling that she bad been ex- 
cluded from her parents' 
decisions and actions. 

Children are vulnerable to 
divorce at any age, says Denise 
Knowles of Relate, “and addi- 
tionally so when they first go 
away. The changes they have to 
make arc a big stress until they 
establish coping strategies.” 
While there is no point in stay- 
ing in an unhappy marriage, Ms 
Knowles believes that couples 
“should examine their 
timing, long and hard. And if 
the separation is inevitable, 
they must involve the children 
every step of the way." 

University counsellors see a 
□umber of students affected by 
their parents' divorce. It is typ- 
ically the youngest sibling in the 
second term. Mr Phippen says. 
They gel a letter or a phone call 
to say their parents are sepa- 
rating: to the parents il seems 
the idea! time. “Students come 
and say: T know I've left home, 
but this hurts enormously.* 

“There may not be the prob- 
lems of custody and access but 
the informal equivalents still ex- 
ist at this age. They ask ques- 
tions like: ‘where is home? 
How can I see both parents, and 
when?’ Maintenance matters 
may be involved. It's absolute- 
ly crucial to talk through 
everything." 

It is not uncommon for the 
children of divorcing parents to 


blame themselves, and grown 
children are no exception. 
They may imagine that the fi- 
nancial burden of university 
fees had caused the rift. Or therj 
may feel that their own absenaj 
has contributed to die break-up: 
“Maybe if I'd stayed and been 
supportive this wouldn’t have 
happened,” they say. Insuch a 
situation they are likely to pat 
themselves way down the list of 
priorities. Their distress pre- 
cludes them from enjoying uni- 
versity and they may feel anger 
at their parents too. This cycle 
of misunderstandings can be 
pre-empted by ensuring simple 
communication in the first in- 
stance. 

Going to university is about 
more than acquiring a degree. 


It is a rite of passage durutfifr, 
which young people establish air ' 


which young people establish an 
identity and a new role. Stu- 
dents do a great deal of grow- 
ing up at university, especially 
in the first year. Parents need 
to be aware that for some time 
their fledglings will have a foot 
in both camps and though they 
may appear independent - in- 
deed may not even come home 
for vacations - it is not until af- 
ter graduation that they realty 
strike out on their own. What- 
ever goes on at home in their 
absence, they need to be as 
much a part of it as they always 
were. 


Shelley Bovey is the author pfjf « 
'The Empty Nest: When ChMtt ' 
Leave Home ’ published By 
Pandora ‘Harper Collins, at 
£8.99. 


Shock! Hen still aren’t doing the housework! Well, neither am I.. 


Yet another report shows that 
men are still doing far less 
housework than women. 
Outrageous, says Ann Treneman, 
until she realises she doesn’t 
spend 68 minutes a day cooking, 
25 minutes doing the washing, 
46 minutes shopping and 
70 minutes cleaning either. 


My family has dean genes. My grandfather, 
for instance, was very big on sweeping the 
street. “No. not dean enough,” he would 
say w hile inspecting the concrete as us kids 
lined up on the kerb with our brushes. 
My mother remembers this with actual 
affection as she wipes the kitchen counter 
for the 100th time that day. My sister’s idea 
of a disaster is a dirty bowl left festering 
overnight in the sink. 

$0 it really should not come as any sur- 
prise to disoover that most women spend 
the most amazing amount of time slaving 
away in the home. But yesterday's report 
from the Office for National Statistics 
provided the usual shock to the system. I 
couldn’t believe that every day we women 
spend an average of 68 minutes conking. 


86 minutes looking after children, 25 
minutes doing the washing. 46 minutes 
shopping and 70 minutes cleaning. 

After amazement came outrage because, 
of course, men do nothing like as much un- 
paid work. They spend a measly 28 min- 
utes per day in (he kitchen, 55 minutes 
looking after the kids, three minutes doing 
the washing, 26 minutes shopping and 43 
minutes cleaning. “Typical!" 1 harrumph, 
silting down to read ihe paper after “cook- 
ing” a breakfast of Fruil Loops (one 
minute to open the box. another minute to 
pour the milk). 

This self-righteous glow lasted for a good 
period of time. It certainty lasted as the 
children made their own packed lunches 
and wc all hunted through the overflow- 


ing laundry basket for those missing pink 
baiict tights. I was not at ail surprised that 
they remained elusive: the house is a 
study in chaos. 

Il is at this point that the glow started 
to fade and was replaced by guilt. Seven- 
ty minutes of cleaning per day! I probably 
don’t pul in that much per week, much less 
per day. .And who spends 68 minutes 
cooking, for goodness sake? And all along, 
there 1 was thinking that other people 
bought Marks & Spencer convenience 
foods as well. 

The very first feminist book I read had 
huge chunks devoted to the “tyranny of 
housework", h explained how wc women 
have reacted in the invention of labour-sav- 
ing devices through the ages by setting high- 


er and higher standards of cleanliness. The 
result is that wc spend more and more time 
trying to erase less and less dirt. 

I thought about my mother's gleaming 
house and realised that male hegemony was 
reflected in every shining counter. The last 
thing I’d do would be to repeal the pattern: 
the time had come to sop that endless 
cycle of vacuuming. 

And l did. Cleaning was kept to a min- 
imum. Ironing was declared the work of the 
deviL “You should be proud to be rum- 
pled!" I exhorted the children. I took to 
collecting little sayings such as the (al- 
legedly) Ethiopian proverb that says: 
“When spider webs unite, they can tie up 
a lion”. At some point even I realised that 
things couldn'L go on like this, and I hired 


the first of many cleaners (they usually fire 
me). She comes once a week for three " 
hours. The latest Mintel survey showed that 
our spending on domestic service his 
gone up a whopping 294 per cent in- just 
10 years, and so dearly. I’m showing much 
more restraint than most. 

There is one area where I exceed foe 
norm, however. Do women, even working 
women, really only spend 86 minutes a. day V 
looking after children, as the survey sug- 
gests. I spend hours and hours doing thfe. 

Of course, men only put in 55 minutes," I 
note. Something doesn’t quite add tip 
hereout at feast Tm back to feeling 
amazed at how hard wc women work in the 
home. I think I’ll j usl put ^ feet 
ponder that a littfe longer : 
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Graeme McDonald's long, dis- 
W^and sustained 5™ 

■ CV1S,0nwasesse "- 
tofly a tnumph of sty^. u 

reacbwl its zenith in 19&3 when 
he became Controller of BBC 7 
be held until 

r “ y after leavi »g 
f Bt 4 he was appointed OBE 

for services to broadcasting. 

McDonald had begun his 
television career in I960 as a 
trainee director at Granada 
where he remained for five 
years before joining the BBC 
as a producer in 1966, and 
where he went on to become 
head of BBC Television Drama 
Series and Serials and then, in 
#1981, the head of Television 
Drama Group before taking 
over BBC2. His years at the 
BBC, however, wUi be best re- 
membered for his great con- 
tribution to The Wednesday 
Play and Play for Today. 

These two series, which he 
produced during the decade be- 
tween 1967 and 1977, contained 
several plays which have became 
BBC classics - Colin Welland’s 
Kisses at 50, Arthur Hbpcraft's 
Ihe Reporters, Peter Mc- 
Dougafl sJiisl Another Saturdav, 
the harrowing story of an Ulster 
march (which won the Prix Italia 
in 1975) and Jack Rosenthal's 
heart-warming BarMitzvah Boy 
W (which won the 1976 Bafta 
Award for Best Play). Other writ- 
ers to contribute were Christo- 
pher Hampton, Peter Nichols, 
John McGrath, Howard Bren- 
ton, David Mercer and William 
Trevor. 

After leaving the BBC Mc- 
Donald was appointed manag- 
ing director of Him and Drama 
as Anglia Television, and then, 
in 1994, joined Ardent Pro- 
ductions, tbe film and television 
company set up by Prince Ed- 
ward; there he spent his last, en- 
joyable working years. 

If his rivals and sometimes 
a his friends may have been in awe 
' Jnf his seemingly effortless rise 
in a notoriously humpy and pre- 
carious profession, its cause 
was not hard to find. It proba- 
bly lay at the start of his televi- 
sion career. It was at Granada 
that be came to realise that the 
visionary ardour and creative 
edge which are the essential re- 
quirements of a good director 
were not the first properties of 
his own make-up. Instead he 
presented himself to the world 
in an attitude of unruffled poise, 
stylish to a fault, bringing to bear 
a sophisticated detachment and 
^ an unsparingly discerning eye 
# for all work which had quality, 
T originality and flair. 

. His elegant and civilised ap- 
proach, backed up by a natural 
bent for orderly administration. 


cs f r % bis ability to make the 
n ght choice McDonald swiftly 
made his mark and his change 
of role from director to producer 
was in every way fortuitous. 

Graeme McDonald was the 
youngest of three children of a 
Lloyd’s underwriter. He at- 
tended Colet Court before go- 
ing on to St Paul’s School. 
After completing his National 
Service he underwent a trainee 
management course at Shell, 
where the management oblig- 
ing^- offend to send him to 
London University. But Mc- 
Donald persuaded his benevo- 
lent employers that Cambridge 
would be far nicer and he duly 
went up to Jesus College to 
read Geology and Physics. 

Science soon bored him, 
however, and he resolved 10 
study for an Arts degree in- 
stead. In the meantime he had 
discovered Cambridge life, be- 
come vice-president of the 
Footlights and president of the 
University Players and made 
friends within a lively circle 
which included Timothy Bird- 
sail, the artist, and the writers 
Robin Chapman and William 
Donaldson. 

After leaving Cambridge 
without a degree McDonald de- 
clined to return to Shell and in- 
stead got a job at James Garrett 
Associates, where he worked on 
the production team making 
television commercials for 
breakfast foods, dog biscuits 
and chocolate bars. It was that 
fine documentary maker Hank 
Cvitanovich who found him 
languishing in a milieu which 
held little appeal and who was 



McDonald: unruffled poise 


uvtu «*«*-*«/ — ■ 

and a gift for staff relations, 
made him ideal for the role of 
a BBC producer from the J 960s 


a umv ** 

to the 1980s. If the first re- 
quirement of a producer is nec- 


iDStnunemal in introducing 
him to Granada, Much he joined 
in 1960 as a trainee director. 

In a memoir of that time he 
has written with typically wxy 
amusement of his work on 
such mundane programmes as 
Ra ilway Police and Crass Gross 
Quiz and how the light in tbe 
eye of his mentor Denis Fbr- 
man (then Granada’s chief ex- 
ecutive) quickly dimmed after 
McDonald’s directorial d&nde 
with a misguidedty experimen- 
tal production of J J3. Priestley's 
Dangerous Comer. 

Invited to the BBC as a pro- 
ducer by Gerald Savory, who 
bad became Head of Serials, 
McDoaald began a series called 
Thirty Minute Theatre and nev- 
er kxjked back. After his 10-year 
tenure looking after single plays 
he took over as Head of Series 
and Serials and showed his flair 
with a whole stream of notable 
successes including John Le 
Carry’s Tinker, Taylor: Soldier, 
Spy, Vera Brittain’s Testament of 
Youth , Daphne Du Manner’s 
Rebecca and RJ. Delderfield’s 
To Serve Them All My Days. 

His keen appreciation of 


more popular drama meant 
that he also gave warm support 
to series like Bergerac, featur- 
ing the Jersey' private uy c Juli- 
et Bravo , about the travails and 
triumphs of a perky London po- 
Bawoman, and James Hcrrioi’s 
vet saga .40 Creatures Great and 
Small for which bis own passion 
for animals gave him a natur- 
al affinity. 

After briefly heading the 
BBC's Television Drama 
Group he received the crown- 
ing accolade when he look up 
bis appointment as Controller 
of BBC2. Here again, within the 
relaxed and privileged remit of 
that channel, and compara- 
tively free from the pressures 
of ratings and pre-emptive 
scheduling, he soon became 
much at home, able to apply his 
skills of selection, taste and the 
fostering of creative talent with- 
in a much broader stream of 
programming. 

After leaving the BBC he 
joined Anglia m January 1988 
as managing director of Anglia 
FQtns, where he produced Gold- 
eneye, a fictionalised biography 
of Ian Fleming, the creator of 
James Bond and, as a co-pro- 
duction with David Putznam, a 
film portrait of Lawrence of Ara- 
bia entitled A Dangerous Man 
and starring Ralph Fiennes. He 
also produced The Chief, a tele- 
vision scries about the turbulent 
times of a chief constable, and 
a film. The Story of Josephine 
Baker , about the black French 
cabaret star who became a hero- 
ine of the French Resistance. 

On leaving Anglia, McDon- 
ald was invited by Ebcn Fogght, 
an old friend of BBC days, to 
join Prince Edward's newly 
founded production company. 
Ardent, and for tbe first time ex- 
perienced the harsh realities of 
working as an independent pro- 
ducer, far removed from the 
bounteous resources of the big 
companies. However, he (00k to 
the rigours of this life with a mix- 
ture of determination and dlan, 
and was much gratified when 
Ardent’s first drama series was 
transmitted by Channel Four. 
Annie's Bar was a comedy about 
a rowdy and conspiracy-rife 
bar-foranintheHotBeofCom- 
mors The 10-part series was his 
swansong. 

. McDonald had a strong 
sybaritic streak and relished the 
good things of life - beaches, 
clothes, fast care, restaurants, 
food and wine. He was the first 
person I remember to use the 
word “sexy” to describe any- 
thing from a typeface to a car 
chassis, a relic I supposed of his 
flashier advertising days. I first 
got to know him shortly after 
he arrived at Granada when be 
benignly forgave me for asking 
him to direct a hopelessly un- 
successful series I bad con- 
cocted entitled Bulldog Breed. 

He was an extraordinarily 
handsome man, and was always 
beguiling company, an intrigu- 
ing mixture of great reserve and 
exceptional tenderness. Al- 
though he seemed to view his 
friends with the same air of cool 
appraisal that he directed at 
every aspect of life which en- 
gaged him, those who knew him 
well remained the friends of a 
lifetime, unperturbed by his 
enigmatic quality, which they 
rightly judged to mask a deep 
residue of feeling and emotion. 

, — Derek Granger 
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BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES 
& DEATHS 


j Birthdays 

j The Marquess of Anglesey, former 
j Lard-lieutenant of Gwynedd, 75; 
: Miss Betty Boothroyd MP, Sweater 
'■ of the House of Commons. 68; P)n>- 
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Fttkaty and Vivienne- 


j Viscount GtWeeore, fanner chair- 
■; man. Delta Group, 

Garth Chapman, zoologist, 80; Sir 
i Nicolas Chcetham, former ambas- 
l sador, 87; Mr Emrys Davies, fortwa: 
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emor of South Australia, 96; Dame 
Merle Rule, p rin c ip al. Royal Ballet, 
and director; Royal Bailee School, 60; 
The VsryRev John Batersco, farmer 
Moderator of the Church of Scot- 
land, 75; The Hon Sir Peter Rams- 
botham. former ambassador to 
Washington, 78; Mr Ray Reardon, 
snooker player, 65; Mr Albeit Roux, 
chef de cuisine, 62; Sir Robert Sc- 


holey, fanner chairman of British 
Steel, 76; Mr Dennis Silk, rhyrrman, 
Tfesl and County Cricket Board. 66; 
Mr Godfrey TUbot, writer and 
broadcaster, 89; Sir Ray Tindte, 
chairman, ThuQe Newspapers, 71; 
Mr Peter Wbod, theatre and televi- 
sion director, 69. 
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-- to tbe Children, pta* 
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I Eveleigh. fanner Loitl Jisme of Ap- 
I Edgar Fhy.QCfoftnar 

i circuit judge, S9; Sir Michael > 
i foSer Lord Justice of Appeal, 76; 
i Mr Brandon Goug^formerte- 
\ man. Coopers & Lybrand, 60; Mr 
: John Hardman, former cham 1 ^ 
5 Asda. 58 : Professor Sir Richard 
• Hnmson, anatomist, 77; Mr Nefl 

; former directoor-gpwral, BBC 

biologist and ho- 

! 

■ and broadcaster, 52, Sir Mars 


Dinners 

London Metal Exchange 

Uxe annual dinner of the Louden 


luCidi CKZlaugG 

evening at Gfttsveuor House, Lon- 
don Wl. Lord Bagri, Chairman of 
jhgPttihiHige, presided- Mr Howard 
Dawes, Chairman of the Securities 
and Investments Board, was the 
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Godfrey Davis 


Godfrey Rupert 

Dawis. manuscript ^hofar 

and archivist: born Oxford 22 
April 1917; Assistant Keeper, 
British. Museum 1957-61, 
Deputy Keeper 1961-72;^ 
Secretary, Royal Commission 
on WstoHeal Manuscripts 

IP72UE2; FSA 1976; CPE 1982; 
married »G Betty Loveband 
(dfed 1994; one son, two 
daughters);^ 27 
September 1997. 


Gray tn 1345; a vision of estabtishing design as a profosskm tn Britain Photograph: Hidtan Getty 


Milner Gray 


Milner Conn orton Gray, 
graphic designer: bom 
London 8 October 1899; CBE 
1968; married 1934 Gnade 
Osborne- Pratt; died 29 
September 1997. 


The pioneer graphicist Milner 
Gray was bom into the Arts and 
Crafts movement and was one 
of the few who were able to 
bridge the gap between that 
movement and today’s com- 
puterised design businesses. 
Throughout his life he re- 
mained loyal to the movement's 
ethics and deep respect for 
craftsmanship and materials. 

In a calling commonly 
thought, in its early days, at best 
to be a refuge of the Jess intel- 
ligent, Gray was unique. With 
a dear undenrtanding of the fu- 
ture importance of design to 
Britain, he had a vision of es- 
tablishing design as a profession 
and was largely responsible for 
forming, in 1930, the Society of 
Industrial Artists (later the So- 
ciety of Industrial Artists and 
Designers, or S1AD). Gray was 
Honoraiy Secretary 1932-40 
and went on to be President 
194349 and again 1966-67. He 
served continuously on various 
SIAD committees until 1984. 

Gray was bom in BJackheath 
at the turn of the century. Edu- 
cated at Colfe's Grammar 
School, he studied graphic de- 
sign (in those days called com- 
mercial art) at Goldsmiths’ 
College; London. He left during 
the First World War to join the 
19th London Regiment, then 
transferred to the newty formed 
camouflage school of tbe Roy- 
al Engineers. After the war he 
formed Bassett-Gray, the first 
British design consultancy. 


At this time, he was sharing 
digs in Blackheath with the 
artist Graham Sutherland, who 
was to remain bis great friend 
for life. Sutherland's last por- 
trait was of Gray in 1 9S9, com- 
missioned by SIAD to honour 
Gray’s contribution to the pro- 
fession and presented to him to 
mark his SOth birthday. During 
the 1930s Gray returned to 
Goldsmiths’ to teach and was 
a lecturer at the Royal College 
of Art and also Central School 
of Art, as well as Principal of 
the Sir John Cass School of Arts 
and Crafts 193740. 

The Second World War saw 
Frank Pick of London Trans- 
port invite Gray to join tbe Min- 
istry of Information exhibition 
division team which quickly 
achieved a reputation for in- 
novative and popular presen- 
tation of government messages 
such as “Dig for Victory". 
While working for the Ministry 
he realised the crucial role that 
design could play in the re- 
generation of British industry 
after the war and decided to 
form the Design Research Unit 
to advise both the state and pri- 
vate sectors. 

With a flood of work from 
leading names in industry, the 
practice established and main- 
tained a reputation for high 
standards and nxidest foes. Pro- 
jects varied, from the Festival of 
Britain signage to identification 
for Unilever, ICI and the then 
newly formed British Rail, pubs 
for Watneys, packaging for 
Courage and the interiors for 
the passenger ship Oriana. 

During this time Gray was 
appointed Royal Designer for 
Industry by the Royal Society of 
Arts. He was a member of the 
Councfl of Industrial Design, 


and founder member of its 
Stamps Advisory group and un- 
til recently, sat on the Royal 
Mini design committee. In 1955 
he was the first recipient of the 
Design Medal for outstanding 
achievement flom the Society of 
Industrial Artists (later the 
Chartered Society of Designers). 

Although he was a success- 
ful packaging and interior de- 
signer, he was essentially a 
graphicist and was a brilliant 
draftsman. Of all his work he 
professed to be most fond of his 
heraldry and 1 recall during 
lunch at his home, he left the 
table to rummage through his 
piles of memorabilia (including 
a photograph of himself, as a 
boy, proudly wearing his kilt, 
and a later one in his RCA Doc- 
torate robes) to show us his 
original coat of arms for the 
1953 Coronation reproduced 
entirely in pencil, which he 
preferred to ink. Gray enjoyed 
his eccentricities and explained 
to me one day that he drank gin 
and ginger ale in order that it 
would look like whisky and 
not offend his distillery client. 

Gray was quirky and impish 
with a great sense of fun. An as- 
siduous member of the Arts 
Club, Gray’s infectious hu- 
mour would crowd the bar 
when he could be prevailed' 
upon to recount one of his fre- 
quently ristpeS jokes or limericks 
and his dinner table repartee 
never dimmed as time passed. 
Indeed his memory for names 
and events surprised us all as 
well as his endearing modesty 
about his life's achievements. 
He was inseparable from his 
wife Gnade and will be widely 
remembered as a very real, 
compassionate man. 

- Dick Negus 


CSodfity Da^ 

njous for two achievements, the 
compilation of Medieval Car- 
tularies of Great Britain, pub- 
lished in 1958, and a radical 
reform of the Royal Commis- 
sion on Historical Manuscripts, 
of which he was Secretary from 
1972 to 1982. 

In the first, he looked back 
to a tradition of historical schol- 
arship that went back for cen- 
turies, in the second, he looked 
forward, questioning assump- 
tions about the way the Com- 
mission worked, and trying to 
anticipate the demands of the 
future. In both directions he 
had a veiy sure idea of what had 
happened and what ought to 
happen; it was the present that 
was apt to dissatisfy him. 

We first met at the Biblio- 
graphical Society, 40 years ago. 
I was a veiy junior member, he 
already a senior and powerful fig- 
ure. He went out of his way to 
talk to me, asking me about my 
work and interests. I was too shy 
to ask turn about himself, or I 
would have discovered sooner 
how much we had in common. 

His father, like mine, was 
bom in 1874. Both owed every- 
thing to their mothers in child- 
bood; frean then on their careeis 


H.W.C. Davis won his scholar- 
ship to Bafliol in 1891, two 
years before my father. Both got 
Fusts in Mods and Greats, be- 
fore moving on to medieval his- 
tory. Both taught history at New 
College (though Davis returned 
to Bafliol), both worked on 
Aristotle's iblirics and W illiam 
Stubbs's Charters , both con- 
tributed volumes to the Home 
University library. They col- 
laborated on the “Oxford Pam- 
phlets" on the Allied cause in the 
First Wbrld^hr. Daws wrote his 
famous England under the Nor- 
mans andAngevins in 1905, and 
I stiD have my father’s copy, with 
a sheet of notes on the Crusades, 
on which he was to write a book. 
Both led busy academic lives tn 
tiie Twenties, but there and 
then the resemblance stopped, 
for Godfrey Davis’s father died 
in 1928, when he was only 11, 
while mine lived on till I960. 

It was a cruel blow at such 
an age, and one that might have 
turned him in a different di- 
rection. But he began to follow 



Davis; locked horns 


his father’s trail. He went to 
Highgaie. and thence to Balli- 
ol. He took a Second in Greats 
and was Rome Scholar in An- 
cient History in 1938. His MA 
and DPhil came later. Then 
came ihe war, and service first 
in the Devon Regiment then in 
the Intelligence Corps, in which 
he became a captain. After 
tbe war Davis gravitated to 
the Department of Manuscripts 
in the British Museum as an As- 
sistant Keeper, becoming 
Deputy Keeper in 1961. 

He found the task of pro- 
viding the tools for research 
absorbing. He was a large con- 
tributor to the departmental 
task of compiling the Catalogue 
of Additional Manuscripts. He 
enjoyed the discipline, and en- 
forced it rigidly on others. He 
was not an easy man to work 
with, but if you showed the same 
respect for the rules that he did, 
you in turn earned his respect. 

The work that produced 
Medieval Cartularies was part of 
his departmental routine, even 
if it took him all over the coun- 
try to the repositories where the 
cartularies and their evidence 
were to be found. He took a par- 
ticular interest in conservation, 
and was largely responsible for 
setting up an independent 
workshop for the department 
With his solid frame and pow- 
erful neck and shoulders, he 
looked rather like a bufl, and 
those who locked boras with 
him felt the full force that he 
could bring to bear on them. It 
was this that cost him the keep- 
eiship when it fell vacant in 
1972; as acting Keeper after the 
retirement of TC Skeat, he had 
expected to succeed, and should 
have done, but recognising the 
inevitable he went to the Roy- 
al Commission. 

He succeeded Roger EUis. 
under whom tbe Commission 
had grown, acquiring a new ad- 
visory role as well as expanding 
the National Register of 
Archives and its prime task of 
listing and publishing the re- 
sources of historic manuscript 
material. Davis continued this, 
his own bent firmly indicated 
with the inauguration in 1980 
of the series of Guides to 
Sources for British History. 

But he also embarked on 
thorough examination of the 
way the Commission worked, 
and what its objectives were. Jl 
was hard not to admire the 
thoroughness with which he 
would break down a problem 
or practice into its smallest 
parts, to be reassembled in a 
more logical order. Not sur- 
prisingly, his ability to set down 
on paper both analysis and so- 
lution was of the highest. The 
efficiency of the Commission 
today is his monument. 

If he was tough in public, he 
was anything but tough in pri- 
vate. Happily married for over 
50 years, be loved his children 
and grandchildren, and indeed 
all children, his warmth of feel- 
ing perhaps accentuated by his 
own early loss. If one of his col- 
leagues got into difficulties, at 
or away from work, he would 
instantly do something about it 
- have a firm word with a per- 
haps unhelpful supervisor, have 
the sufferer in to dinner to talk 
over the problem with as much 
warmth as darity. That was 
Davis as I first met him, whom 
his friends will remember. 

- Nico/as Barker 


LAW REPORT: 8 October 1997 


Cost of providing home tuition was a relevant factor 


A local education authority 
was entitled to take account 
of its resources when 
deciding what was the 
provision of suitable 
education under section 298 
of the Education Act 1993. 
Regna v East Sussex County 
Council ex parte Tandy: Court of 
Appeal (Lxd Justice Staughton, Lord 
Justice and lord Justice 

Mummery) 31 July 1997 


The Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice Staughton dissenting) 
allowed the appeal of the local 
education authority against 
the decision of Mr Justice 
Keene, who bad allowed the 
applicant's application for ju- 
dicial review of the authority's 
detison that she should receive 
only three hours* home tu- 
ition a week. 

The applicant, aged 15, suf- 
fered from myalgic en- 
cephalontyelftis (MB), and had 
difficulty attending school The 


local education authority, hav- 
ing issued a statement of spe- 
cial educational heeds, had 
provided ber with five hours’ per 
week home tuition. However, in 
the academieyear 1996/97, be- 
cause of cuts in government 
funding, the authority took a 
polity decision to introduce a 
new norm for home tuition, re- 
ducing the hours from five to 
three per week. When they 
considered the applicant's par- 
ticular case they decided that 
her home tuition should be re- 
duced to three hours per week. 
Nigel Pkrning QC. and Sabinder 
Singh (Sharpe Pritchard far Council 
Solicitor) fa- die load education au- 
thority; Tim Km and Andrew Shar- 
land {Boies Wdh ■£ Bndthwaiie) far 
ihe applicant 


Lord Justice Whirl said that it 
was submitted on the appli- 
cant’s behalf that as there had 
been no apparent change in her 
needs, the reduction in horns of 


home tuition was dictated pre- 
dominantly if not solely by the 
reduction in the education au- 
thority’s resources. Tbe questioa 
was whether resources were a 
relevant factor to take into ac- 
count in tbe application of sec- 
tion 298 of the Education Act 
1993 (now section 19of the 1996 
Act). Section 298 provided: 

(1) Each Local Education Author- 
ity shall make arrangements for the 
provision of suitable fuU-time or 
part-time education at school orotb- 
erwisc than at school, for those rHJ- 
drea of compulsory age who, by 
reason of Qfaess, exclusion from 
school or otherwise, may not far any 

period receive suitable education un- 
less such arrangements are made for 
them ... (7) In this section “suit- 
ride education", in relation to a diM 
or young person, means suffiaeni 
education suitable to his age. abil- 
ity and aptitude and to any special 
educational needs he may have. 


The authority’s duty was to 
make arrangements. The ref- 
erence to “children” in section 
298(1) indicated that the 


arrangements bad to be made 
with an eye to meeting the 
needs of all the sick children to 
whom the authority was be- 
holden. If a spread of arrange- 
ments had to be made for a 
wide range of sick children with 
different individual needs, 
then, to borrow from the the 
words of Lord Nichoils in R v 
Gloucestershire Coimiy Coun- 
cil, exp Barry and anor (Law 
Report 9 April 1997), the 
spread of arrangements: 
cannot sensibly be assessed without 
buying some regard to the cost of 
proridingTheiiL A person's need for 
a particular type or level of sendee 
cannot be decided in a vacuum from 
which all considerations of cost 
have been expelled. 

Whilst it was true that the 
criteria defining suitability re- 
lated to the individual child, the 
education had not only to be 
suitable to those needs but also 
efficient. The qualification of 
efficiency was broader than 
individual needs, and broad 


enough to encompass tbe need 
to shape tbe education to tbe 
resources available. 

The flaw in the applicant’s 
approach was that it proceed- 
ed from the lode-star of five 
hours’ tuition a week as if that 
were a provision set in stone to 
meet her needs. That degree of 
personal service could not, 
however, be provided. It was 
simply too expensive. Id re- 
duced times, all bad to suffer. 
That might not be a satisfactory 
position from the applicant's 
point of view, but the remedy 
was political, not legal 

Section 298 was wide 
enough to justify the local au- 
thority balancing the individual 
requirements against the cost 
of making those arrangements. 
There was nothing illegal in set- 
ting a policy which provided a 
norm. The authority had not 
erred in taking resources into 
account. 

- Kate O'Hanlon, Banister 
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A dazzling Sun headline, but the truth was in the small print 
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Regular Independent readers (wbo by 
definition, perhaps, rarely read The Sun) 
may be surprised to learn that that august 
organ not infrequently takes us to task for 
one thing and another. Most recently, the 
decision by our sister Sunday paper to 
promote the legalisation of soft drugs has 
attracted 77ie Sun's indignant scorn. The 
flow of invective rarely runs the other way; 
after all we know The Sun to be a decent, 
upstanding paper, concerned for the well- 
being of decent, upstanding folk. Why on 
earth should we want to knock it? 

But - what the heck -just this once. Yes- 
terday- The Sun published a poll which it 
commissioned from MORI, a well-known 
and reputable outfit Hie paper reported 
the results of this survey with great gusto: 
“BIG NO TO EURO TN SUN POLL - 
81% REJECT BRUSSELS TAKE- 
OVER", the paper proclaimed. This 
headline was almost half-justified by the 
polling figures, but only on a very selec- 
tive interpretation - which makes you won- 


der how MORI allowed The Sun to get 
away with it But give the paper its due: 
it had the decency to provide us with all 
the information, all the numbers, all the 
tables, which enabled the analytic reader 
to work out that the paper was talking a 
lot of hyped-up hooey about the results 
of the survey it commissioned. How many 
Sun readers bothered to read the tables, 
in order to discover that their paper was 
fibbing in a grand way, heaven alone 
knows. One or two perhaps. So we’d like 
to do the job for the rest of them. And an 
educative analysis it is, too. 

It is true that 57 percent of respondents 
opposed Britain participating in a single 
European currency, against 32 per cent 
supporting iL Rou ghl y similar proportions 
opposed our participation in a European 
central bank. Surprise surprise: that much 
we already knew. Much more intriguing, 
though, is the real message from the poll, 
which The Sun made (for obvious reasons) 
no attempt whatever to extract It is that. 


by a conspicuous majority, British voters 
recognise that our future lies in Europe, 

' most do not want out, and - here is the 
fascinating figure - more people do not 
actually think our participation in a single 
currency would be economically bad for 
us than the other way around. 

Take a look at this. Asked if they 
thought their children would feel more or 
less a part of Europe, most people (59 per 
cent) said more. Asked if they thought 
there would be a United States of Europe, 
more than half thought it would happen 
by the year 2050, of whom more than half 
thought it would happen by 2010. And, 
when asked if joining a single currency 
would make people worse or better off, 
49 per cent thought it would make no dif- 
ference, or would leave them better off 
(most of those thought it would make no 
difference). 

So what would be the honest story out 
of all this? It would be that the British 
people (particularly older ones, probably) 


are unhappy, or at the least vety nervous, 
about the risk of sacrificing their British 
identity to an unstoppable European 
political conglomerate. But they are also 
quite sensible, in that they do not mostly 
think they will be harmed by the direction 
they see Britain and Europe going in. They 
are unenthused, but they are not. b> and 
large, scared. The fear, it seeing I is* in the 
headlines and the right-wing rhetoric, not 
in the hearts of the voters. 

This is a salutary lesson, and one that 
the Conservative party meeting up in 
Blackpool ths week would do well to heed. 
Do not knee-jerk, dear Tbries, in response 
to Sun stories, or Telegraph leaders, or the 
dosed xenophobic minds of throwback 
politicians like Norman Tebbit (whose 
Fowellite inanities over the past week 
should be regarded as an embarrass- 
ment, but not a serious threat to main- 
stream Toryism). 

Political leadership in Britain over the 
nest few years will be defined, in great mea- 


' sure, by the ability to interpret and artic- 
ulate what the British people really feel 
about their relationship with Europe, 
and not by fantasising about what you 
might like them to feeL Voters are sub- 
tler and more comptex than our current 
debate allows. They see fius issue in 

three dimensions. They are armqus about 

some aspects of our future, relationship 
with Europe, but mostty'rclaxed .about 
others. The Sun may not understand this; 
more likely, doesn't care. It hasinvestjg^ 
some faith in Tbny Blair, and is how tty.' 
ing to bully him into believing that the 
overwhelming majority of Britons warn, to 
drive a stake through the heart of Europe. 
But Mr Blair is wiser than that: be wflj 
study the figures, just as we have done, 
because he knows that voters will, fo the 
end, despise politicians who ignore the 
complexity of their views. And if the Con- 
servative party has not learnt that lesson 
by now. all the palaver in Blackpool trill 
be a waste of their time, and yours. 
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NHS changes 


Sir: The debate on health ser- 
vice charges can be expected ro 
warm up as government de- 
partments move deeper into the 
spending-estimates round 

Charges have been a s mall 
part of the NHS since it was 
founded. None the less they still 
form a very small part of NHS 
income (23 per cent in 1996). 
Increasing charges won't help 
cut waiting lists or fund pay in- 
creases for NHS staff. 

They are not, however, im- 
posed to raise money. Since the 
Marshall Plan in the 1940s, 
through the IMF in the 1960s 
to the present, they have had 
the two aims of impressing 
bankers with the Government's 
commitment to austerity and 
discouraging demand. 

Charges aren't just a tax on 
the sick, they are particularly 
perverse one. They are gener- 
ally levied on primary care: the 
cheapest, most cost-effective 
form of diagnosis and early in- 
tervention. Putting people off 
going to the GP, the dentist or 
the optician simply makes the 
crisis in hospitals even worse. 

If the public want more and 
belter health services, there 
are ways which would which re- 
quire action on many levels: 
tackling poverty and poor hous- 
ing: a coherent strategy for 
fluoridation of waten lifting the 
pressures which lead individu- 
als to smoke, drink alcohol to 
excess and have poor diets: 
channelling pharmaceutical in- 
dustry profits into the areas of 
research and education which 
the NHS prioritises: and tack- 
ling waste in the NHS , such as 
in supplies and computing. 
JOHN EVERSLEY 
Senior Research Fellow 
Public Policy Research Unit 
Queen Mary and Westfield 
College 

University of London 



First, there is clear legal au- 
thority that the trustees of 4* 
established charity cannot 
properly disclaim an uncondi- 
tional gift of cash unless they 
can make out a case that by ac- 
cepting the gift, they would in 
some way prejudice or com- 
promise the achievement of 
then charitable purposes. An 
order of the Charily Commis- 
sioners or of the court would 
normally be required before an 
unconditional gift of cash could 
be disclaimed. The grounds 
for granting such an order 
mi gh t include the adverse effect 
acceptance of the gift would 
have on tLe charity's support- 
ers and/or beneficiaries. m 
Secondly, it is not for tiff 
chief executive of any charily to 
decide whether or not a “sub- 
stantial' donation of cash 
should be refust d. This isa mat- 
ter for the trustees. 

MOIRA PROTANI 
MARK LACEY 
Charities Group , 

S J Berwin & Co. Solicitors 
London IVC1 



LL 


l.--‘ • 


rh'*' 

r- J 




tf-J 1 ‘j’ i 
i 1 '' 


KJi-' t: "'\ .. 
vpvrjR'' ! ' 


-..•if*- ' " 
*» ! • 
t-* 1 - 
H-.- •• ‘ 

cw"*; ;r,, _ 


p 

kw ,: * ' 
iir-?" 

r:-i- ‘ - " 


SA.: 


Nazis in Poland 


Sin A large proportion of GP 
consu Rations end quickly with 
the doctor saying; “Well I’m sure 
thus is nothing serious and that 
it will clear up in a few days: but 
if it doesn't don't hesitate to 
come and see me again." This is 
a very cheap way of using the 
doctors knowledge and experi- 
ence. Most patients do not need 
to come back, it is one of the rea- 
sons why the GP service gives 
such good value for money. 

If you ask the patient to pay 
for this two-minute consultation, 
he will want a foil physical ex- 


amination. an X-ray. blood tests 
- the Iol As a retired GP, I am 
not in principle against the idea 
of charging people for the doc- 
tor's services; but if we are to go 
down that road, as the British 
Medical Association is now sug- 
gesting (report, 3 October), then 
the system will break down un- 
less patients are given the option 
of a very cheap, or preferably 
free, two minutes with the doc- 
tor. which if it does not resolve 
the matter, can lead to a longer, 
more expensive, consultation. 
Dr ROGER JAMES 
Portsmouth. Hampshire 


Sir: Polly Toynbee writes 
sharply as always (“As the sea- 
son of suffering looms, doctors 
should be brought to account". 
6 October) and in some cases 
she is on the button about doc- 
tors influence on the finance of 
the NHS. 

However, she gives the im- 
pression lhal doctors are lazy and 
interested only in financial or 


other personal gain. Most doc- 
tors do work hard, often too hard 
to have time to adequately keep 
up with training and reading 
myriad journals, (a well-recog- 
nised problem) and high rates of 
suicide, alcoholism and divorce 
point to the effect tbeirwork on 
behalf of the NHS has on them. 
Swann ing off to the Bahamas is 
unlikely to be contributing. 

Interest in remuneration 
above the basic salary is un- 
derstandable. A junior doctor 
on call overnight works for 
less than the deane is in the hos- 
pital and a consultant's basic 
salary equates with that of an 
associate solicitor in a provin- 
cial legal firm. This reflects not 
only the fact that we work in the 
public sector, bui also the fail- 
ure of the last government to 
fulfil the pay review body's 
r ecomme ndations. 

SIMON GRANT 

Senior Registrar in Obsctrics 

and Gynaecology, 

Birmingham Women's Hospital 


Sin Most doctors, Polly Toyn- 
bee says, “haven’t a clue how 
they are doing", with “little 
idea what their own success 
rates are", as if patients, once 
treated or operated on are nev- 
er seen again. Apart from fol- 
low-up of individual cases, 
often for several years, surgi- 
cal departments also have reg- 
ular audit sessions, wilh 
emphasis on discussing mor- 
bidity and mortality. Audit is 
considered an essential part of 
surgical training, and all 
trainees are required to keep 
a log book. 

Dr KELVIN CHOO 
Mold. Flintshire 


Watching you 

Sir Your report “If you're black 
or pretty, big brother's watch- 
ing you" (29 September) gives 
the impression of all closed cir- 
cuit television (CCTV) 
schemes being staffed by op- 
erators who “appear to be big- 


ots. who often watch people for 
no good reason". 

Lincoln City Council oper- 
ates a successful city centre 
CCTV crime surveillance sys- 
tem. All the operators are em- 
ployed directly by the council 
and were selected after a rig- 
orous process including vetting 
by the police. This was followed 
by a three-week training course. 
The result has been an effective 
team of dedicated and com- 
mitted officers. 

The scheme is regulated to 
ensure an individual's right to 
privacy is not infringed. There 
is a code of practice, spot 
checks hv internal audit, and a 
monthly inspection by a team 
of lay visitors. To dale no com- 
plaints have been received. 

There have been 310 arresLs, 
due entirely to evidence pro- 
vided by CCTV. during the 
first year of the scheme. This 
figure has risen to an average 
of 43 arrests per month, and 
there has not been a nnticeahle 


displacement of crime into oth- 
er areas. 

There are numerous CCTV 
schemes operated by local au- 
thorities which consistently re- 
duce crime, protect public 
safety, operate without dis- 
crimination and offer real ben- 
efits to the community. 

R M SHARDLOW 
City Engineer and Suneyctr 
City of Lincoln 


vance to their lives (and would 
like Granny to be a Sumo 
Wrestler, as in Gareth Owen's 
poem). 

MADELEINE HEANEY’ 
Literature Development 
Officer 

Libraries and Information 
Scnice 

Northamptonshire County 
Council 


Sin In tbe photo caption ac- 
companying your article 
“Church repents over wartime 
silence" ( 1 October), Lhewr^v 
refers to “Polish concentk! 
tion camps". I believe that ft 
means German concentration 
camps in Poland. This is not just 
a matter of semantics. We 
would not be happy if 3 
wartime German camp in the 
Channel Islands was referred to 
as a “British camp". 

MIKE HARRIS 
London NW 
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Poems children like 


Profits from Diana 


Sir: We have been conducting 
a search to discover Northamp- 
tonshire's Favourite Poem. The 
nominations hy adults are over- 
whelmingly the works of dead 
poets, whereas children have 
voted for living writers. As 
Ruth Padel points out (“Too ed- 
ucated. loo busy and too hip for 
poetry", 7 October), il is a 
mystery why con tern porary po- 
etry is not more popular with 
more adults - children seem to 
recognise its value and rele- 


Sin You report (6 October) that 
Michael O' Mara, the publish- 
er of Diana. Her True Story - In 
Her Own Words, may establish 
a new charity dedicated to the 
removal and banning of land 
mines if the charities to which 
he planned to make a “sub- 
stantial " donation decide not to 
accept his money. Apparently, 
the chief executives of the pro- 
posed recipient charities said 
they would not accept what they 
saw as “dirty money". Two 
poinLs arise. 


A year to recycle 

Sin Sean Woods (Letters, 4 Oc- 
tober) suggests that we sbooid 
reset calendars to the yea*. 
1900 in order to defeat the cotpjf 
puter industry’s impending mil- 
lennium doom. 1 propose an 
alternative: recycle the year - 
1999. The advantages of recy- 
cling are obvious; the millen- 
nium will not arrive until the 
computer industiy is able to 
cure all its ills, the Government 
will be able to achieve: all. its- 
year 2000 targets, the millen- 
nium dome will be completed 
in time and everyone will have 
sufficient opportunity to plan 
for the big event. 

STUART BLHLL 
Gainsborough, 

Lincolnshire 
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Dodgy, manky, naff and yucky - the joys of the English language 



MILES 

KINGTON 


I am very glad to welcome 
back our language expert Pro- 
fessor Wordsmitb, who has 
agreed yet again to emerge 
from the saloon bar and answer 
your questions on the ever- 
fascinating English language. 

All yours, Prof! 


I am intrigued fy the presence 
of a clothes shop in my local higfi 
street called Naf. Why would a 
shop H-ani to call itself hy such 
a name? H r don 7 get shoe shops 
called Slipshod or hairdressing 
salons called Unkempt, so why 
a clothes shop called Naf? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
My understanding is that the 
Naf shops have an overseas 
origin, and wherever they come 
from, they probably didn't 
know the unfortunate conno- 


tation of the word “naff" in 
English. They couldn't really 
change the name of the chain 

just .to please the English, so 
they presumably decided to 
brazen it out. 

It is interesting, incidentally, 
that the word “naff" is one of 
a select few slang words which 
are peculiar to England and 
unknown in America. 

Are there many others? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
I started making a list of them 
the other day, and I got as far 
as “dodgy, manky, naff, yucky. 
yonks, tacky, kinky, skive, 
stroppy, khazi, cazh and 
bolshy", when something 
happened. 

What happened? 

Professor Wordsmith writes 
I ran out of examples. 


Oh. right. What's "cazh ". hy 
the ni iy? 

Professin: Wordsmith writes: 
It’s the only way I can think of 
of writing the abbreviation for 
“casual". By the way. I was 
going to say that the misfortune 
of calling a clothes shop some- 
thing like Naf is not confined 
to overseas people. We British 
too have made some strange 
errors in trade names. 

Such as? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
There was a kind of lurry 
called Foden - may still be. for 
ail 1 know - which didn’t sell 
well in Portugal. 

H-Tir not? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Because "Foden" is a very 
rude word in Portuguese. 
Again, in German the word, 


“mist" means “dung" or “shit", 
and I gather that Rolls-Royce 
had trouble selling quantities 
of their Silver Mist car over 
there. How the makers of Irish 
Mist get on. 1 do not know, but 
not well, I should imagine. 

Next question, please! 

We arc often told by the 
intellectuals that rhyme is old- 
fashioned. But it seems to be a 
powerful popular instinct to use 
rhyme, in expressions like “ pub 
grub”, "nigbag” "razzle-dazzle” 
and so on. Hi iy haven’t flic 
intellectuals noticed this ? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Oh. but they have. They do it 
themselves. Listen to a pro- 
gramme such as Mclvyn 
Bragg s' Start the Week. and as 
soon as they start rehearsing 
the heruditv \;v environment 


argument, someone is hound to 
say. “Oh. nature vs nurture". 
And it's a rare week that 
nobody Says “descriptive, not 
prescriptive". What I am 
wailing for now is “Nature rx 
Nietzsche”. 

Mr H1U Wyatt was quoted in 
this space yesterday assaying: “I 
hope ne didn V overly suggest ...” 
Is this word “overly’' a new 
one coineti by the BBC, nr is it 
legit? 

Professor Wordsmith writes.: 
Oh. no, it's a proper word all 
right, as long as it is used in 
front of an adjective, as in 
"his films were overly violent" 
Mr Wyatt's usage wtis incorrect, 
because he used it before a 
verb. Die BBC is not what it 
was. 1 fear. 

Il ccnainly isn V. I m Hiced nut 


vo long ago that Sue Lawley on 
'Desert Island Discs' pro- 
notuiced Gervase de Peyer's sur- 
name as “ Pay-yay ", whereas 
Radio 3 announcers always call 
him “ dePie-er ". Is it possible to 
pronounce a name two different 
ways? 

Professor Wordsmith writes: 
Yes. The right way and the 
wrong way. Miss Lawley was 
wrong. But I have noticed that 
Radio 3 gets things wrong as 
well. There is an American 
composer called Gottschalk 
who is often pronounced by 
them as “Gob's chalk". In fact, 
it should be pronounced 
"Gottshalk'. as it comes from 
a German word Schalk, mean- 
ing “rogue". In the same sort 
of way, we always pronounce 
the name Rothschild wrong, as 


if it were “Roth’s child". But the 
German origin is rot Schild, . 
which means something like 
Red Shield. So wc should re- 
ally say “Rotshild ..." 

Isn't this all incredibly 
pedantic? 

Professor Wfardsmith writes: 
Of course. Pedantry is my 
game. It is how I get my tricks, 
and also, I am glad to say, make 
my living. Incidentally, Dr 
Webster of Aberdeen, thank 
you for your letter, and my 
answer is that the word you arc 
thinking of is not “out tray” but . 
outre. Both are, of course, pro- 
nounced exactly the same in 
your part of the world. 


Do you want to bdp Professor 
Wordsmith stay solvent? Thai 
keep those queries rolling ini 
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dodgy scout-masters 
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the gay age 

OF CONSENT 


M be’diS. tESSSZZzz 

isn*. tkZL. ^ S ,f lhe afi« of oonseni 
^ then lowered to 16. Uherahv.il! cck- 

shudder, conjur- 

Sr? reSO I predato,y oldermen 

^n« b “? ra ^”* off ‘ousle-headed 
young men for a life of dchaucheiv. I’m a 
liberal: but it is worth ninnine through the 
hostile case in some detail. 

Here, as 1 understand it, are the main ar- 
guments against changing the law. Homo- 
sexuality, through the “boy love” tradition, 
is more focused on youthful images: so boys 
require special protection. It may be one 
thing to get the law out of a relationship be- 
tween two teenagers, but what about, you 
know, those dodgy scoui-mastcr types? 
Isn’t youthful homosexuality a phase, some- 
thing people mostly grow out of. unless they 
are “corrupted”? Is it really the case that, 
in our sex-obsessed society, it is a priority 
to legalise more of it? 

There is one of those arguments I have 
some time for, but let's take them in order. 
There is a particular fascination with youth 
in gay culture, however inconvenient it is for 
liberals to admit it. Bits are presumably bla- 
tantly paedophile - but the same is true of 
macho heterosexuai life, with iis “red- 
blooded" approval of schoolgirl fantasies. So 
are young men at particular risk, in a way 
girts aren't? The evidence suggests that yo ung 
men are sexually preyed on, by and large, 
where they are already in a position of weak- 
ness, where there is a power relationship. 
That has been so throughout the century in- 
boarding schools, prisons, children’s homes, 
and on the streets. The answers lie in inter- 
nal regulation, and a continuing war on homes 
lessness and youth prostitution. 

In ordinary life, 16-year-olds are more 
knowledgeable than previous generations, 
and no less tough. They are far likelier to 
know words like “abuse” and “paedophile” 
and are, in that sense, belter protected al- 
ready. Anyone trying to “lure” a youth into 
homosexual activity against their will is like- 
ly to end up with a split Up. The main de- 
fence of gay youths against older men is the 
same one used by all young people against 
mature suitors - that they find them unap- 
pealing. In the sex war, whatever your ori- 
entation, the young are more heavily armed 

What about the “just a phase” argument? 
Can people be caught by homosexual culture 


while they arc confused about their sexual- 
ity and then hustled into a life they wouldn’t 
Remise have chosen? This implies that there 
is such a strong gay culture that it can daz- 
zle and hold people against their will. But 
surely the opposite is true. We arc utterly sur- 
rounded by heterosexual images and stereo- 
types, from films to TV to the press, to 
advertising of all kinds. If people were 
"aimed” straight or gay by the power of cul- 
ture, there would be no homosexuals left at 
all. What scientific evidence we have is all the 
other way - sexuality is more oho a 1 the brain’s 
wiring than tlx: lure of the exciting loft-apart- 
ment life led by chaps with other chaps in 
leather chaps and watcrfciU moustaches. 

In die nal world, families and parents will 
provide more than enough of a human bar- 
rier to thoughtlessly coming out. without the 
intervention of the law. And anyway, wher- 
ever the judicial process tries to lumber into 
intimate, consenting relations, it tends to be 
crude, blundering, and therefore cruel. 

All of this said, and the case for the low- 
ering of the age of consent established, does 
°ne lean back and applaud our sexual cul- 
ture generally, for its maturity and common 
sense? No. Our culture has been over-sex- 
ualised. A balanced and mature culture 
Kutild value friendship more than we do, and 
leave more admiring and conversational 
space for n on-sexual relations of all kinds. 
It would be less goggle-eyed about genitalia 
and icsstiucringly obsessive about individ- 
uals’ private lives. 

A certain degree of privacy is essential to 
civilised existence. Yet health do-goodcry, 
combined with the Oprah Winfrey-flcalion 
of television, now classes evciyunc who hasn’t 
an active and varied sex life as u sad human 
failure to be helped. Let me through. I’m a 
sexologist] It can only be a mailer of lime 
before the Department of Health issues ad- 
vice on the right number of weekly orgasms 
and approved sexual positions. 

Gay culture, assertive, garrulous, witty, 
pushing the boundaries, and carrying its own 
political agenda, has certainly been part of 
that post -Sixties, sort-of-Freudian sex cam- 
paign. It too has often been immature - 
though the triumphal celebration of promis- 
cuous sex would probably have been in re- 
treat by now even without Aids. 

The early campaigners for changes to the 
law and for a more open attitude to sex as- 
sumed that it would lead to a less stressful 
more grown-up atmosphere. Has it? Not a 
chance. The sexual pressures are different 
but 3S great as ever. We have leapt straight 
from repression to exhibitionism. “Adult" on 
a magazine or book or. video , is a eu- 
phemism for porn. It is a good thing that 
people (mostly) aren’t prosecuted for con- 
sensual private sex. But we seem to have be- 
come more open and tolerant - and yet more 
childish and prurient at the same time. 

Maybe it’s just a phase our country is go- 
ing through, a time of juvenile “confusion” 
as we pass from legal and cultural repression 
to a calmer adulthood in the 2000s. Maybe 
we are still the children in the sweetshop. Cer- 
tainly, there is some evidence that those cul- 
tures which were sexually liberated earlier, 
like Sweden and Denmark, are less infan- 
tile than we are today. Perhaps now, once 
this final act of dccriminalisation has been 
carried through, we can all enjoy the ultimate 
sexual liberation - the freedom to treat what 
is ordinary and human as simply that 


Bring back the wolf, for a forest 
to last a thousand years 
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How many of the various mil- 
lennium projects arc really 
about the next millennium? 
Tiy this test Next time you hear 
of any of these projects - the 
things that arc going into that 
dome, for starters - ask 
whether there is likely to he 
even the faintest memory of it 
in 1.0(10 years’ time. 

Virtually all the ideas being 
pul forward arc projects for the 
next 30 or, at most. 1U0 years. 
Unlike our ancestors, who built 
the medieval cathedrals (or 
even the Victorian sewers) wc 
are not used to thinking very 
long term. Modem democratic 
governments cannot think that 
way; financial markets and 
corporations arc pushed to 
think more than five or 10 
years ahead. Yet our generation 
has this once-in-a-thousand- 
years shot at doing things which 
might be truly memorable. 

This thought came to me last 
weekend as I walked round 
Loch Affine, in the western 
Highlands of Scotland. Glen 
Affric is interesting because it 
has a fine remnant of the great 
Caledonian Forest, which once 
covered most of the north of 
Scotland, and has been re- 
duced lo less than 1 per cent of 
its original area. Glen Affric is 
also the core of a project, which 
will lake 250 years to be com- 
pleted, to reforest an area of 
nearly 1,000 square miles with 
the Datura! species, mainly 
Scots pine, that once coveted 
the region. It is a genuine mil- 
lennial project, in the sense of 
putting back a large area of land 
to something like the state it 
was in 1,000 years ago. 

This is not just a question of 
planting trees; the aim is to re- 
create conditions where the 
forest can develop on its own. 
The destruction has largely 
been the result of over-grazing 
by deer, which meant that the 
pines could not regenerate 
themselves. Deer numbers 
were once kept in check by the 
large mamimk at the top of the 
food chain: wolves, of course, 
but also brown bears and 



Hope for the future: Scots and Caledonian pines at Loch Affric 
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lynxes. When the large mam- 
mals were exterminatcd.deer 
numbers rose and the forest 
died By 1 he late Fifties only a 
few clumps of “grannies", trees 
several hundred years old, were 
left. Then the Forestry Com- 
mission fenced off an area of 
Glen Affric to keep most of the 
deer out. After a few years, 
young, naturally-generated 
Scots pines, children of the 
grannies, began to spring up. 
They didn’t need to eliminate 
all the deer. jusL keeping the 
numbers down did the trick. 

Since then, this work has 
been supplemented by Trees for 
Life, a small, volunteer organ- 
isation based at Findborn near 
Inverness. It is working with a 
number of organisations, in- 
cluding Forest Enterprise, the 
Forestry Commission’s envi- 
ronmental aim which now runs 
Affric, Scottish National Her- 
itage. and the Millennium Rar- 
est for Scotland project, on its 
Big Idea. This is not just to re- 
create these LOGO square miles, 
but also to link them with other 
areas of recreated native forest 
elsewhere in Scotland, event- 
ually repopulating them with 
the large mammals that once 
lived there. 

The idea of bringing back 
wild animals is no! new: for ex- 
ample, the wolf has been rein- 
troduced to Yeflowstone Park 
in the US, and the Arabian oryx 
to Oman. There are obvious 
practical difficulties, quite 


aside from the fact that sheep 
fanners do not go a bundle on 
having their flocks eaten by 
wolves, and that stalkers would 
resent having fewer deer to 
shoot. The present area of 
available wilderness, even in 
Scotland, would not yet be big 
enough to support a genetically 
viable wolf population. That is 
why this is truly a project for 
the next millennium. But Trees 
for Life believes we could 
make a start by reintroducing 
the beaver right away, and 
since wolves are pretty adapt- 
able creatures there could be 
the some selective introduction 
of wolves too. 

The key point is that if you 
want a real, natural, self-sus- 
taining forest you have to have 
the animals lo maintain the nat- 
ural balance. Bringing bears 
back to Scotland will to many 
people seem a ridiculous idea, 
but in the long tenn, in a 
couple of hundred years, it 
may be a realistic prospect. We 
don’t need to make that deci- 
sion; we simply have to make 
a start in encouraging the en- 
vironment to reverse some of 
the damage we have done. 

But what is the point? I sup- 
pose my own interest in this 
particular idea comes from 
family stories of the exploits of 
a great-grandfather who grew 
up in the region. But re-creat- 
ing the Caledonian Forest is 
just one example of the sort of 
Big Idea that needs to be re- 


peated thousands of limes 
across the globe if we are to en- 
sure the future of generations 
to come. 

Stand back a moment. Dur- 
ing the last 1,000 years the num- 
ber of human beings has risen 
from a couple of hundred mil- 
lion to 6 billion. U is rising at 
full bore at the moment, adding 
between 80 and 90 million 
people each year. The world’s 
population will level out at 
perhaps 10 billion in another 50 
or 100 years’ lime. We have no 
idea whether the world can sup- 
port 10 billion people - maybe 
it can, maybe it can’t But wc 
do know that unless humankind 
tries to care for the planet its 
seas and forests, we will prob- 
ably shift the odds against our 
own survival as a species and we 
will certainly make tbe earth a 
less varied and interesting place 
for future generations. 

But to succeed means not 
just being better environmen- 
tal dozens now, it means think- 
ing veiy long term. It means 
thinking, for example, about the 
reforestation of the Sahara. 
Remember that 2,000 years 
ago north Africa was the bread- 
basket of Europe. On a 300- 
year view it is plausible that the 
climatic change that led to the 
Sahara's desertification (and to 


the collapse of north African 
grain production) could he 
reversed. 

There are a host of other, 
mainly environmental projects 
where it is obviously in the self- 
interest of humankind that a 
process of destruction is re- 
versed: the dtying-up of the 
Aral Sea; the loss of fish slocks 
off Newfoundland. The trouble 
is that we don't have the mech- 
anisms to think about this sort 
of idea: the market cannot 
help as it is loo short-term, gov- 
ernments are too self-serving, 
and most international organ- 
isations too bureaucratic and 
politicised. So the really im- 
portant millennium projects, 
the ones that really will he re- 
membered in 1,000 years* time, 
will not I suspect, in the main 
be “top-down". They will be 
boilom-up - projects envis- 
ioned by a few people with a big 
idea, such as the re-creation of 
the Caledonian Forest. 

That just happens to be a 
British example of people com- 
ing together with a project that 
cannot possibly be completed 
in their lifetime. It is not even, 
in global terms, particularly 
important. But it is surely a 
prime example of the sort of 
thinking that needs to be multi- 
plied many thousand-fold. 


^ Does Ireland’s destiny lie with a woman from the north? 



DAVID 


With Mary Robinson now in 
Geneva as UN Commissioner 
for human rights, the clear 
favourite to succeed her as pres- 
ident of the Irish Republic is a 
woman whose Belfast home was 
once machine-gunned by loyal- 
ists The Republic may be on the 
point of choosing, for the first 
time ever, a woman from the 
north to be its president. The 
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aversion towards the violent 
north. 

Her election would not be 
popular with northern Union- 
ists, for it would represent the 
most visible sign yet of the 
northern Catholie minority's 
power, abilities and potential. 
But it would be a landmark in 
symbolising both how much 

Unionism has lost and how far 

nationalists have advanced 

Mrs McAleese is a highly 
complex woman. Once strongly 
supportive of the Catholic 
church, she has more recently 
been a trenchant critic. A child 
of the Troubles, who comes 
from the once politically im- 
potent Belfast ghetto Cathol- 
icism. she has risen to become 
one of the city’s most influen- 
tial women. 

The shooting attack came 

when she was a teenager in Ar- 
doyne, one of Belfast’s most 

violent districts. She once re- 
plied: “My brother, who a 
deaf, was very badly beat® by 
a bunch of thugs at our front 
door Then ihey shot dead our 


neighbour, Gcny Kelly, in his 
shop. We thought we might get 
petrol-bombed but in fact they 
emptied the contents of two 
machine-guns through the win- 
dows. It was just God’s mercy 
none of us was killed.'’ 

The family fled the district. 
Mrs McAleese, now 47 and 
married with three children, 
studied law at Queen’s Uni- 
versity in Belfast, then at a 
young age became Reid pro- 
fessor of law at Trinity College 
in Dublin, succeeding Mary 
Robinson in the posL She went 
on to becomes familiar face as 
a broadcaster with RTE in 
Dublin. 

Her evident ability and ar- 
ticulacy held out the promise of 
a southern political career, but 
when she stood forFiaxma F&J 
in 1987 she was defeated, and 
later that year she returned to 
academic life in the north. The 
job she took up, as director of 
the Institute of Legal Studies at 
Queen's University, was im- 
portant for a number of rea- 
sons. Tbe first was that 
Catholics, and Catholic women, 
were not normally appointed to 
such key posK the second was 
that the candidate she defeat- 
ed, the only other person on the 
short-list, was David Trimble, 
then a law lecturer, now leader 
of the Ulster Unionist party. 

The feet that the job went to 
a nationalist woman rather 
than a Unionist man did not 
spark off huge publicity- but it 
sent shock waves through the 
Protestant establishment. A 



Contender: Mary McAleese 


senior professor at Queen’s 
later described the university’s 
background: “Historically, 
Queen's has been perceived as 
a Protestant university and 
some people believe that 
Queen’s should remain a bas- 
tion of Unionism.” There were 
questions in the House, -with 
four MPs from Mr Trimble’s 
party questioning Mrs 
McAleese’s suitability for the 
post in the Commons. Some 
years later Mr Trimble returned 
to the attack, alleging that two 
further promotions she won 
were perceived as “a response 
to political nationalism and to 
some extent to pressure from 
{Dublin and elsewhere’’. 

The McAleese response was 
brisk: “Tbe distillation of these 
questions was really - why was 
this Roman Catholic getting this 
job? There is a type of Union- 
ist who simply cannot bear tbe 
thought of any Catholic getting 
anywhere on their own merits. 


It is a frightening prospect for 
them." 

When the university ran 
into deep trouble over religious 
imbalances in its workforce it 
turned to Mrs McAleese, 
among others, to supervise a 
wide-ranging affirmative action, 
programme. Most of the in- 
equities, and much of the old 
ethos, have now gone: “WeVe 
brought about seismic cultural 
change here," she later said. 

Judging from her public 
utterances, seismic change was 
also the order of the day in her 
views on religious mattere. like 
so many Irish Catholics, she was 
outraged by the wave of scan- 
dals which swept through the 
church. Her personal attach- 
ment to her religion is as strong 
as ever, but in recent years she 
has been merciless in her crit- 
icism of her church’s handling 
of child abuse cases. She de- 
nounced “a shabby, bleak 
procession of Pontius Pilate 
lookalikes, abusing priests, un- 
interested abbots, impotent 
cardinals and unempowered 
parents” 

Yet another seismic change 
may be indicated by the fact 
that she is dear favourite, and 
is standing with the support of 
both parties in the south’s gov- 
erning coalition, Fianna FSfl 
and the Progressive Democrats. 
Until now the southern elec- 
torate has been decidedly leery 
of northerners, with the con- 
spicuous exception of John 
Hume. When Austin Currie, 
another northern nationalist. 


unsuccessfully ran for the pres- 
idency in 1990, his party's 
research identified his northern 
background as tbe strongest 
negative element being held 
against him- 

Mr Currie recently wrote 
that be understood why this 
should be: “Tbe Provo murder 
campaign. Unionist intrans- 
igence, the 1974 Dublin- 
Monagfaan bombings and tbe 
sense of continuing vulnerabil- 
ity, the cost in financial terms, 
the threat to jobs and tourism, 
northerners taking southern 
jobs, the feet that not all north- 
erners are likeable people - is 

it surprising that some say to me 

they would like to see North- 
ern Ireland towed to mid- 
Atlantic and sunk?” 

So far at least Mrs 
McAleese's northern back- 
ground is not being held against 
her, a sign perhaps that the 
ceasefires and the peace 

process have softened attitudes 

and made the south more wel- 
coming towards northerners. 
Some observers predict that 
anti-northern feeling may yet 
well up, however, denying her 
victory. 

If she wins, though, many 
Unionists may not be able to 
cope with the new breed of con- 
fident, articulate middle-class 
northern nationalists which she 
typifies. But southerner may 
finally be ready for a north- 
erner, and one whose life has 
reflected so much of Ireland’s 
recent eventful and often 
traumatic history. 
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Inflation boosts 
benefits but brings 
no joy to the City 


A higher headline rate of 
inflation last month 
means the state pension 
for a couple will climb 
above £100 a week for 
the first time next April. 
But Diane Coyle , 

Economics Editor, 
warns that this good 
news for pensioners is 
unlikely to please the 
Bank of England. 


Retail price inflation climbed to 
3.1) per cent in September, the 
month whose figure forms the 
basis for uprating a wide range 
of social security benefits from 
April. The Ggure, somewhat 
higher than the pundits expect- 
ed. is good news for people re- 
ceiving inflation-linked benefits 
like the state pension. Child 
benefit will also go up in line with 
prices. 

The increase in headline 
inflation was due partly to higher 
mortgage payments. The un- 
derlying rate, which exdudes 
these, declined to 2.7 per cent 
from 2.8 per cent in August and 
is likely to reach the Gov- 
ernment's 2.5 per cent target 
before long. 

Alistair Darling. Chief Sec- 
retary to the Treasury, said, 
ultra-cautiously, that the small 
fall in the target measure “pro- 
vides further evidence that the 
economy is on course to get back 
on track". 

However, economists in the 
City warned that the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee will still raise inter- 
est rates again. A few said they 
could even rake action to slow 
the economy further after their 
meeting today and tomorrow. 
“I’d put the probability of an 


increase this week as high as one 
in three," said David Walton of 
investment bank Goldman 
Sachs. He said rising headline 
inflation would have a knock-on 
effect to pay settlements at a time 
when earnings were already 
picking up. 

Most experts reckon the 
Bank will hold off until No- 
vember to gel further evidence. 
But, even though the Confed- 
eration of British Industry said 
yesterday's inflation figures 
showed there was no need to in- 
crease the cost of borrowing 

again, the general reaction in the 
City was one of disappointment. 

Although higher housing 
costs and food prices explained 
most of the rise in the headline 
rate, from 3.5 per cent the 
previous month, the strong 
pound should be helping reduce 
inflation faster. Economists said 
retailers were taking the op- 
portunity to raise their margins 
in the face of strong consumer 
demand. 

For example, the price of for- 
eign holidays was S percent high- 
er than a year earlier, despite the 
drop in overseas costs in sterling 
terms. Even household goods in- 
flation, at a low 0.9 per cent, has 
stayed flat for four months de- 
spite falling import prices. 

David Bloom of Janies Capel 
said: "Goods prices should be 
falling more rapidly with the 
pound so strong, and services in- 
flation has started to climb 
again." 

Not all the analysts were so 
gloomy. Simon Briscoe at Nikko 
Europe said the figures fully 
justified a policy of “wait and 
see" on interest rales. But he. 
too. admitted that rising services 
prices were a worry. 

Some services s3w pro- 
nounced jumps last month. 
Estate agents pushed up their 
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fees by 2 per cent, and other 
housing-related costs like 
conveyancing fees also rose. 

Private school fees at the start 
of the autumn term also had a 
noticeable impact on inflation, 
although mainly because their 
weight in the Retail Price Index 
has doubled since last year. This 
reflects their increased share in 
expenditure by families. 

What’s more, the decline in 
the underlying rate of inflation 
was fully explained by the cut in 
VAT on domestic energy to 5 per 
cent announced in the Budget 
Big increases in excise dudes that 
come into force in December will 
tend to push the rate back up. 

The silver lining, at least for 
some, was the impact higher 
headline inflation has on man y 
social security benefits. 

The state pension for a cou- 
ple will climb from £99.80 to 
£103.40. Child benefit is also to 
increase in line with prices, by 40 
pence a week to £11.45 for the 
first chOd and by 30 pence a week 
to £930 for subsequent children, 
the Department for Social 
Security said. 

Some other benefits, in- 
cluding the disability living 
allowance, incapacity benefit, 
sickness benefit and the invalid 
care allowance will also increase 
by 3.6 per cent from April. 

However, some benefits are 
linked to a figure for inflation ex- 
cluding most housing costs. 
These- income support the Job- 
seeker's Allowance, Family 
Credit housing benefit council 
tax benefit and the disability 
working allowance - will go up 
by only 2.4 per cenL 

And the DSS confirmed that 
the Government is sticking to its 
heavily' criticised decision to live 
with the reduction in one-parent 
benefit announced by the 
Conservatives. 



Helen Liddell, the Economic Secretary to the Treasury, with Stella Gardner, a home care officer from Poole, who has received thousands of T 
pounds in redress for being mis -sold a personal pension by Abbey Life, Insurers yesterday claimed that they had cleared up 64 percojto 
600,000 most urgent cases. A further 1.5 million people may be owed an average of £7,500 each Photograph: Philip neech 


More sport ‘listings’ may 


terrestrial TV 


Football matches such as 
next Saturday's World 
Cup qualifier between 
England and Italy could 
be shown live on 
terrestrial television 
under proposals floated 
by television executives 
and likely to be 
considered by the 
Government in the 
coming weeks. 

Cathy Newman reports. 

This weekend's decisive game 
will only be shown live to 


BSkyB subscribers, as it is not 
one of a range of “listed" spott- 
ing events which have to be 
shown on terrestrial television. 
However, senior television ex- 
ecutives. who have been con- 
sulted by the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport 
(DCMS) during its review of 
listed events, say the Govern- 
ment is considering sugges- 
tions that rights to events such 
as the World Cup should revert 
to terrestrial television if the 
England team reaches “deci- 
sive" - or qualifying - stages. 

One senior television source, 
who has hud conversations with 
the Government but dedined to 


be named, said: “The Govern- 
ment thinks there’s a problem 
with events that run over a 
long period of time such as the 
Olympics or the World Cup. If 
you list all of them, terrestrial 
broadcasters don’t have the ca- 
pacity to carry everything, but 
if you don't list any. when you 
get a big decisive match, ter- 
restrial television doesn't get (he 
games live." 

The DCMS has now fin- 
ished consulting on which 
sporting events should be re- 
served for the BBC, ITV and 
Channel 4. and is soon to an- 
nounce the formation of a 
working group to deliberate on 


the subject. The group, which 
is to decide which sports should 
be protected by Christmas, wfl] 
be made up of representatives 
from the media, sport and 
viewers’ organisations. 

A DCMS spokesman said 
last night: “This is an industry 
idea that will no doubt be put 
to the working group when it's 
set up.” 

Listed events at the mo- 
ment indude cricket Tfest match- 
es involving England, the Derby, 
the World Cup Finals, the FA 
Cup final the Grand National 
the Olympic Games, and the 
Wimbedon tennis champi- 
onships. News that BSkyB’s 


grip on key sports events may be 
loosened once the Govern- 
ment’s review is completed, co- 
inrided with somewhat bearish 
rumblings from News Corpo- 
ration, owner of 40 per cent of 
the satellite broadcaster. 

Rupert Murdoch, chairman 
of News Corp, sent BSky^g, 
shares down as much as &5p to 
457p at one stage after he said 
that the satellite broadcaster 
faced increased challenges over 
the next couple of yeais from ca- 
ble operators. Speaking at News 
Corp’s annual meeting in Ade- 
laide, he said: “We see a flatfish 
one to two years, but after thqt 
we see a brilliant future." 



Power regulator wants tougher curbs 


The electricity regulator 
yesterday called for 
tougher curbs on the 
industry and backed the 
idea of a single body to 
regulate both gas and 
power companies. The 
call came as he prepared 
to impose further price 
cuts worth up to £20 off 
the average bill. Michael 
Harmon reports. 

Professor Stephen Littlechild. 
the director general of elec- 
tricity supply, said there was an 
urgent need for new powers to 
protect customers and prevent 
electricity companies abusing 
their market power. 

Among the proposals con- 
tained in his submission to the 
Government's review of utility- 
regulation is a recommendation 
that the distribution and supply 
businesses of the regional elec- 
tricity companies be split and 
put under separate ownership. 

This would prevent the Rees 
from cross-subsidising their 
supply businesses when com- 
petition for domestic customers 
is introduced next year. Il would 
also enable individual supply- 
businesses to be taken over or 
merge with those of olher Rccs. 

Professor Littlechild also 


called for powers lo strengthen 
transparency and accountabil- 
ity by. for instance, giving him 
the authority to publish infor- 
mation that the companies 
have so far withheld faun ihe 
public domain on the grounds 
of commercial confidentiality. 

His submission also sup- 
ports the case for merging Ihe 
gas and electricity regulators 
into one body. Professor Little- 
child. whose £109.000-a-ycar 
contract expires in August. 
1999. would not say. however, 
whether he would apply for the 
job of combined regulator. 

Garc Spottiswoode, the gas 
industry regulator, also sup- 
ports a merger and has indicat- 
ed she may not stay on when her 
current Icrm of office expires 
next April unless the Govern- 
ment makes a speedy decision. 

Professor Litdcchifd docs 
not rule himself out of the run- 
ning but he does describe the 
post of dual regulator as an 
“onerous job” with a heavy 
workload. 

His submission also comes 
down against the concept of 
profit-sharing between share- 
holders and customers, arguing 
that this would create uncer- 
tainty about future electricity 
price levels and would be open 
to manipulation by the power 
companies themselves. 

Professor Littlechild also 


rejects the idea of replacing in- 
dividual regulators with regu- 
latory commissions that hold 
their deliberations in public, 
saying il could slow the deci- 
sion-making process. 

The President of the Board 
of Trade, Margaret Beckett, is 
expected to publish a Green 
Paper sometime in the New 
Year setting out how she plans 
to reform utility regulation. 
The proposals will take ac- 
count of responses lo Lhe cur- 
rent consultation exercise. The 
timing of the Green Paper 



Stephen Littlechild: Urgent 
need to protect customers 


could hold up publication of the 
Monopolies and Mergers Com- 
mission report into PacifiCorp's 
£3.6bn bid for the Energy 
Group, which was referred by 
Mrs Beckett because of con- 
cerns that it raised issues which 
the existing regulatory frame- 
work could not handle. 

The price curbs due lo be 
announced next week are likely 
to see electricity bills fall by 
between 7 and 10 percent over 
the two years starling next 
April. In the first year that 
would mean a reduction of 
bctwccn£12and£19 in the av- 
erage £270 annual bill. 

The reductions are in addi- 
tion to the price controls im- 
plemented in 1995 which run 
until 2000 and will effectively 
impose n limit on the charges 
that the 1 2 Rees can levy on 
their 23 million customers. 

The price curbs will only be 
set for a two-year period be- 
cause the hope after that is that 
competition in the domestic 
market will dictate prices. 

Professor Littlechild be- 
lieves that competition among 
suppliers will drive down the 
price at which supplies arc 
bought from the big generators. 
At present generation accounts 
for 52 per cent of the average 
bill, distribution 29 per ccnL 
supply 6 per cent and trans- 
mission 4 per cent. 


MCI set to look at WorldCom bid 


The board of MCI. British Tele- 
com's US partner, is expected 
to authorise further evaluation 
of WoridCom's S3!lbn bid when 
j[ meets to review ihe position. 

MCI, which had been due to 
com plete its merger with BT this 
autumn until the surprise 

WorldCom offer, will be care- 
ful not to close off lhe option 
of pressing ahead with BT. 

The meeting had been ex- 
pected to take place today hut 
it is now thought likely to be- 
held later in the week. The three 
BT members on the MCI 
board, chief executive Sir R-tcr 
BonfieJd. deputy chairman Sir 
Colin Marshall and Keith 


Oates, will be present hut will 
not take part in discussions 
about the WorldCom hid. 

MG sources said the 14- 
strong board was likely to in- 
struct the company's executive 
management lo continue eval- 
uating the WorldCom offer, 
which is worth $41.50 a share 
compared to BT.s offer which 
values MCI at $34 a share. 

However, it was stressed 
that the review would not have 
any direct impact on MCI’s ex- 
isting agreement with BT. 
WorldCom has offered to bring 
BT into a three-way alliance 
should its bid succeed - an op- 
tion some analysts believe BT 


should take up. Bui BT has 
ruled out any direct contact with 
WorldCom until the MG hoard 
has made its position known. 

BT sources were continuing 
lo stress last night dial while 
(here was a large gap between 

the value of its offer and World- 
Corn's, BT and MCI has built 
up a close working relationship. 

It was also pointed out that 
MCI had agreed to a 22 per cent 
cut in the price of BT s offer af- 
ter the shock profils warning il 
issued in July, saying that the 
cost of breaking into the US lo- 
cal telephone market could he 
$lbn more than expected. 

Meanwhile. WorldCom am- 


firmed its had appointed Liam 
Strong, the former chief exec- 
utive of the Scars retail group, 
as chief executive of its in- 
ternational division. 

Mr Strong left Scars in April 
with a £450,000 pay-off and an 
entitlement to additional com- 
pensation if he Tailed lo secure 
a commensurate job within 
nine months. 

Mr Strong is lo concentrate 
on marketing activities. World- 
Com said his experience at 
British Airways, where he was 
marketing and operations di- 
rector until his move to Sears, 
provided an ideal background. 

-Michael Harrison 


Policyholders 
set for average 


London Life or Australian 
Mutual Provident 
policyholders will receive 
average windfalls worth 
around £3,000 each in 
early January if AMP’s 
I -8m policyholders 
approve the change to 
a public company in 
a vote next month. 

Clifford German reports. 


Australian Mutual Provident 
the largest insurance compa- 
ny and fund manager in (be 
Antipodes will become a 
quoted company with a mar- 
ket value in excess of £5hn 
next year if 75 per cent of the 
policyholders who cast a vote 
in next month’s ballot vote in 
favour. 

Just over ] billion shares 
will be created, with an esti- 
mated value of A$ 1 0.37 or 
47(lp each if they had been 
traded last month, the com- 
pany said yesterday. 

The shares will be listed on 
the Australian and New 
Zealand stock exchange by 
the middle of next year, and it 
is widely expected the com- 
pany will look for a listing in 
London as well in order to in- 
crease the marketability of 
the shares. 

The 171,000 policyholders 
in the UK alone will benefit 
from windfalls worth at least 
£500m if the demutualisa- 
tion goes ahead. They will re- 
ceive information packs and 
voting forms through the post 
in the next few days with a 
deadline for postal votes of 18 
November. 

The bulk of the policy- 
holders live in Australia where 
the bonanza of demulualsia- 
tinn windfalls is not a pe- 
henomenon. but the voting 
system ignores abstentions 
and the company is hoping for 
a strong vole in favour, espe- 
cially in the UK. 
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The shares on offer are 


free, and the benefits due td 

Si.: . 

policyholders including future 


bonus expectations will not be 

- 

adversely affected by the 


change, AMP chairman Ian 


Burgess told a public meeting 


in Sydney yesterday. 


Every policyholder who 

'•1 - 

had a valid policy on the two 


qualifying dates. 11 December 

- 

last year and 10 Septembe'A; 
this yeaT will be eligible l(tr ; ’ 

* B-v- ’ 

vole. 

aCtt; 


Each member will quality 
for a minimum of 100 shares 
per policy, but unlike some 
UK demutualisations which 
gave all members an identical 
allocation AMP will allocate 
extra shares based on the size 
and age of the policies. 

Joint policyholders will be 
awarded joint share holdings 
and some policy-holders could 
get as much as £8,000 worth 
of shares. 

The company has yet to an- 
nounce any firm plans to list 
the shares in London, or to 
provide a cheap dealing sera 
vice lo allow policyholders 
cash their windfalls. 

AMP is anxious to retain as 
many shareholders as possible 
in order to protect itself from 
possible bids, but experience 
with building society conver- 
sions suggests anything from 
25 per cent to 40 per cent of 
UK holders wanted cash 
rather than shares. The pro- 
portion could be higher if the 
shares are not listed in Lon- 
don, and a cheap dealing ser- 
vice will be in great demand. 

No new money is being 
raised but AMP. which tried 
unsuccessfully to take over 
Scottish Amicable this year, is 
expected to use its new fi- 
nancial muscle to push ahead 
w hh plans to expand its pres- Q* 
«ncc in the UK. A London 
listing for the shares is a log- 
ical step to retaining a sub- 
stantial number of UK 
shareholders and to makings 
b'S acquisition in the UK 
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Sky stays one step ahead of the regulators 

No wonder Sam rhkh. <in i4im>f ,.r:. t-u:_ .ji ... _ _n .l . . . ..a » . 1 . Marconi hss pulled off 


OUTLOOK 

ON PROSPECTS FOR 
BSKYB. INTEREST 
Rates and gec 




No wonder Sam Chisholm, chief executive 
ofBSkyB is leaving. Rupert Murdoch, with 
whom Mr Chisholm seems to have fallen 
out, was at it again yesterday, pontificat- 
ing on the other side of the world about 
prospects for BSkyB as if it were a whol- 
ly owned subsidiary of News Corporation. 
In fact it is only 49 per cent owned by News 
Corp and is a FTSE 100 stock. If anyone 
should have been commenting publicly 
about prospects for the satellite broad- 
caster, it ought to haw been Sky itself in 
.the- form of a statement from the board. 

Wien Mr Chisholm started to think in 
this fashion, he rapidly found himself go- 
ing the way of all those who quarrel with 
Mr Murdoch - out the door. It’s a shame 
he didn’t put up more of a fight. If noth- 
ing else, it would have made good copy. 
It probably also would have enhanced 
Sky's value for other shareholders too. for 

Mr Chisholm is undoubtedly a serious loss 
to Sky, and it is plainly very much in Sky's 
interests politically to be seen as inde- 
pendent of Mr Murdoch. Still, it was not 
to be and for the moment Sky remains Mr 
Murdoch's creature, bent towards what- 
ever purpose the wider business empire 
is following. 

As it happens, Mr Murdoch is proba- 
bly right in what he said about Sky at (he 
News Corp annual general meeting in 
.Adelaide yesterday. The high costs of in- 
vesting in digital satellite and slu ggish 
growth in the subscriber base is going to 
lead to a “flatfish" one to twoycaw in prof- 
its. More contentious is his observation 
that after that Sky has a “brilliant” future 


ahead of it. This seems to be based large- 
ly on the idea that Sky is able to extend 
Hs present near monopoly of subscription 
television into the potentially much more 
lucrative era of pay-per-view. On this too. 
however, Mr Murdoch may be right. At- 
tempts by the cable industry to challenge 
Sky’s monopoly of sport and Hollywood 
have thus far met with only very limited 
success. 

The only other potential competitor to 
Sky, digital terrestrial, has also largely been 
nobbled. Though Sky has been barred 
from equity participation in British Dig- 
ital Broadcasting, it will be Sky sports and 
movie product that sustains the new plat- 
form for its first seven years of operation. 
The possibility that the European Com- 
mission would interfere and try to limit 
this agreement to, say, just two years, has 
largely receded. Scared off by the threat 
from BDB that digital terrestrial simply 
won’t happen without the long term sup- 
ply agreement with Sky, the Commission 
is unlikely to do anything more dracon- 
ian than ban cross directorships. 

For the foreseeable future, then. Sky 
seems to be sitting pretty, and despite Mr 
Chisholm’s undeserved demise, it’s medi- 
um term prospects do indeed look sensa- 
tionally good. Eventually, of course, when 
digital terrestrial is up and running and tire 
supply contract with Sky has run its 
course, BDB will become a head lo bead 
competitor for Sky. But all that is loo far 
in the future to concern anyone much right 
now. If Pearson and other large outside 
shareholders in Sky ore indeed planning 


to sell their remaining shares, they are 
choosing the wrong moment for it. 


Time for another 
hike in rates 


What son of flight path should the fledg- 
ling Monetary Policy Committee be opt- 
ing Tor as it lakes wing? So fur it hasn't 
put a fool wrong. After raising interest 
rales in its first three months of inde- 
pendent operation, it then achieved a real 
coup by announcing a “pause” which took 
the steam out of the soaring pound. 

Most commentators have assumed 
(hat holding rates steady for just September 
would not in itself constitute a pause wor- 
thy of the name. Therefore, they argue, the 
MPC Hill do nothing after its meeting this 
week either, but rather will wait until No- 
vember, by which time what's happening 
in the economy should be clearer. 

The Bank should spring a surprise on 
them. The blest inflation figures suggest 
as clearly as they can that retail margins 
arc expanding in the heat of consumer de- 
mand. The strong pound should mean a 
slowdown in price rises on the high street, 
but this is nut the picture. 

Other forward indicators' of inflation 
giv e cause for concern as well. There is no 
sign of the collapse* in export growth via 
which the strong pound is supposed to cool 
the economy. Whatever measure you 
care* to take - money growth, asset prices, 
the tight jobs market, pay awards - they 


are all flashing amber. Price increas e are 
not about to head off to the stratosphere. 
But the trends arc not good ent*^ 
underlying inflation an target The Mon- 
ctaiv Policy Committee will only be do- 
ing its job properly if it deiiveis t» me 
promise of small changes in interest rales 
early eno ugh to avoid any danger of tng 
increases later. With the fifth annr vcrss ry 
of Black Wednesday so fresh in our minds 
this week Is the time for a small increase 
to prove that Britain is capable of training 
a grown-up macroeconomic poficy- 


A break-up 
beckons for GEC 


Today is the deadline Lord Simpson set 
himself three months ago for sorting out 
GEC’s component parts. Unfortunately, 
there is unlikely to be any grand an- 
nouncement from Stanhope Gate this 

morning, nor any puff of white smoke over 

Mayfair. Setting deadlines is usually a fu- 
tile exercise, guaranteed to be all the more 
so when dependent on a lumbering giant 
like GEC being roiled into action. 

So there will be no announcement to- 
day about the flotation of GEC Aisthom, 
the power engineering business that is joint- 
ly owned with Alcatel Aisthom. Nor will 
there be news of the “rtpostioning” of the 
telecoms joint venture GPT - a term which 
has generally been taken to mean the sale 
tack to Siemens of GECs 60 per cent stake. 

Nor win there be any news that GEC 


Marconi has pulled off the grand re- 
structuring of the European defence in- 
dustry that wflj enable it to stand shoulder 
to shoulder with the likes of Raytheon. 
Lockheed Martin and Boeing of the US. 

Since Lord Simpson began his strate- 
gic review a year ago the sand has shifted 
considerably under GEC’s feet One in- 
terpretation of the “rationalise or die’* re- 
mark made on Monday by the Defence 
Secretary George Robertson, is that a 
merger of GEC Marconi and British 
Aerospace is back on the cards. 

On the fats of it, it would be remark- 
able if his opposite number at the Depart- 
ment of Hade and Industry, Mrs BlockiL. 
took a similar view, since evety consolidat- 
ing merger that has passed her way so far 
has been packed off to the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission. BAe and Marconi 
might just be different, however. Defence 
procurement is not a competitive market in 
any true sense since there is by and large, 
only one customer and the Ministry of De- 
fence can always call on the Americans if 
it wants to keep the bidding open. So a 
merger with BAe cannot be ruled oul 

The effect would be to turn Lord 
Simpson’s strategic review into the piece- 
meal dismantling of GEC. With GEC Ai- 
sthom, GPT mid Marconi all packaged off, 
that would only leave Lord Simpson with 
a rump industrial electronics business to 
run. Even that might be demerged into two 
given that half of it is made up of discrete 
US businesses that could be separately 
floated. What a tawdry end that would be 
for Lord We instock’s great great creation. 


BZW sale could be 
hindered by exodus 


dear's 


were growing 
yesterday that Barclays 
will fail to retain key 
staff at BZW for long 
enough to finalise a 
satisfactory sale of the 
investment bank’s 
equities and corporate 
finance arms. Tom 
Stevenson, Financial 
Editor, reports. 


Morale at BZW has plumeted 
since last week's unexpected de- 
cision by Barclays to throw in 
■$nc towel in investment bank- 
ing and insiders are increasingly 
concerned that a flood of de- 
partures and the complexities 
of disaggregating the firm’s di- 
visions could make the business 
unsaleable. 

Top executives ar the treasury, 
foed-fneome and corporate fend- 
ing divisions of BZW are re- 
ported to be up in arms at the 
prospect of being folded into Bar- 
clays. They are angry that a pol- 
ity of cross-fertilisarion between 
equities, debt and fix^d-income 
business has been abandoned 
^and unhappy about befog 
i Absorbed into the vastly differ- 
\ ent culture of a clearing bank. 


Barclays has already ap- 
proved a £25m expansion of 
BZW's £ 1 00m bonus pool in a 
bid to tie key staff into the firm 
with attractive “golden hand- 
cuffs”, but questions are being 
raised about bow effective these 
payments will be in retaining ex- 
ecutives for any length of time. 
Many are understood to be 
planning to accept the pay- 
ments but move on as soon as 
they can if they are unhappy 
with the identity of any buyer. 

The maelstrom of rumour 
surrounding the firm is confir- 
mation in the eyes of many ob- 
servers of the dangers inherent 
in the decision by Martin Thy- 
lor, chief executive of Barclays, 
to put BZW up for sale without 
securing a buyer. He claimed at 
the lime of the announcement 
that he bad no choice, given the 
certainty that unravelling a 
complex organisation like a 
merchant bank would result in 
a leak of the planned sale. 

Going puhtic with the deci- 
sion to sell has, however, come 
in for almost universal criticism 
in the City. Mr Thylor flew to 
Italy last weekend to reassure 
the Italian government about the 
firm’s commitment to the pri- 
vatisation of Telecom Italia cm 
which it is advising. 


Staff, who have said they 
were deeply unimpressed by the 
under-confident manner in 
which Mr Taylor announced the 
decision to the investment bank 

liKl Friday morning, are akn an- 
gry about his use of Goldman 
Sachs to handle the sale. 

.Shares in Barclays rose 
J24>p. yesterday to dose, at 
l,69Z5p, checking the falls 
since the announcement of the 
sale, as dealers speculated that 
a deal with Germany's Com- 
merzbank might be dose. Ru- 
mours that the board of the 
German bank met on Monday 
to discuss a deal were not con- 
firmed yesterday. 

Analysts said yesterday the 
danger facing Barclays is that 
it has to posh the cost base of 
BZW so high to avoid large 
scale defections that would-be 
■buyers are either given the 
whip hand in negotiations or 
put off altogether. 

Confusion over the deal 
puts increasing pressure on 
Martin Tkylor, who put BZW 
up for sale in part to satisfy de- 
mands from institutional share- 
holders to increase group 
returns, but may inadvertently 
have destroyed shareholder 
value by bungling the sale of the 
investment bank. 



Thorntons plans 
to double its size 


Roger P afford: Thorntons’ new-broom chief executive is confident that the market will 
support his ambitious expansion plans Photograph FT 


Thorntons, the chocolate retailer 
and manufacturer, plans to dou- 
ble its size over the next four 
years in a move expected to cre- 
ate 820 new jobs in the UK. 

The company, which yes- 
terday reported full-year prof- 
its up almost a third, says it 
wants to expand more aggres- 
sively in London and the South, 
taking the number of wholly- 
owned Thorntons shops from 
300 to over 500 in four years 
and creating 520 new jot*. 

However Roger Paffard, the 
group's new-broom chief exec- 
utive, said plans to consolidate 
chocolate packing on to one site 
in Derbyshire and automate 
processes like chopping toffee, 
traditionally done by hand, 
would mean slower growth in 
jobs in manufacturing, Thorn- 
tons plans to create 300 new 
manufacturing jobs over four 
years compared to over 600 
which would have been need- 
ed without the restructuring. 


Speaking after the company 
posted a 32 percent rise in prof- 
its to £U5m in the year to June, 
excluding a £21. 7m restructur- 
ing provision in 1996. Mr Paf- 
fard said he was confident the 
market could support the 
group’s expansion plans which 
include 80 new and re-sited 
shops this year. 

Previous mistakes, which 
saw the opening of too many 
snail outlets in bard-to-readi lo- 
cations. would not be repeated, 
he said. A £22m restructuring 
plan has involved expanding 
floor space to an optimum 450 
square feet, siting stores in 
prime locations such as malls 
and shopping centres and lo- 
cating in small market towns 
where competition is limited. 

Thorntons is conducting 
trials of four branded coffee 
shops in the UK and launched 
a mail order catalogue in August 
-Sameena Ahmad 
Investment column, page 26 


IN BRIEF 


Marks & Spencer to open 
stores in Poland 


JJB Sports plans 
to expand in 
the South 


‘Phoenix’ directors 
are on the rise 


JJB Sports unveiled an ambitious 
expansion plan in the South 
yesterday as continued buoyant 
trading in branded sportswear 



- &anda50percenijuinpinthe 

.- Min rim dividend. 

r David Whelan, founder and 

26 per cent shareholder, said 
Trading had remained strong m 

the second MfOT&r, although 

at a lower level than the io per 
cent like-for-tike sales growth 


♦ 


Headded: u We believe that 

our strong expansion pro- 
gramme and the continuing 
demand forbranded sports re- 
fated products will result in* 
very satisfactory outcome to the 
whole year." 

. JJB, which came to the mar- 
ket at the end of 1994 at an 

equivalent share price of 7«p, 

dosed yesterday at 504p, 5p “P 
on the day and close to its 3fl- 

timehigfe . . . 

During the six months io 
July, JJB opened 3 ) stores. It is 
moving towards larger super- 
stores, which now account for 
47 out of a total of 186. There 

_ ' U.7 


end of the year and 50 in 1998. 

-Toni Stevenson 

Investment cohmn, P®g* 26 


Corporate theft and unautho- 
rised insurance business is on 
the increase, according to the 
annual report from the DTTs 
Investigations and Enforce- 
ment Directorate published 

yesterday. ■ 

The DTI received a record 
1,297 complaints against com- 
panies in the year to March 
1997. The main type of al- 
leged misconduct was theft, 
up from 143 complaints in 
1995/96 to 187 last year, and al- 
leged unauthorised conduct of 
prance business, up from 26 

complaints to 51. •. 

Complaints over alleged 
fraudulent trading fell during 

the same period from 61 oom- 

pla Durfag tte same period the 
London Stock Exchange re- 
ferred 36 cases of insider deal- 
L to the DU for possible 

investigation, up from 28 cases 
the previous year. ■■■— 

•n,e Directorate has re- 
neitedly been attacked in the 
Pf” hy MPS and insolvency 

finely KSOtjKtd^ consider- 
_ he huge number of rogue 

today. EarLte to year, 

S Griffiths, the : waning- 
ration sad Conner. 
Xflai„ Minister, mwteiWpn- 


arityio stampout “phoenix" di- 
rectors, who go bust leaving 
creditors out of pocket, only to 
re-appear elsewhere under a 
different trading name. 

The Directorate has worked 
alongside Companies House to 
tackle the problem of phoenix 
directors. A record total of 
1,219 directors. were disquali- 
fied in 1996/77. Of these, 1,040 
unfit director were disqualified 
following the Mure of their 
companies, while 179 were dfe- 
- qualified after being convicted 
of company related offences. 

The DTE has wide powers to 
tackle corporate wrongdoing, 
and most of its investigations 
are carried out under the Com- 
panies Act Last year the DTI 
launched 225 investigations in- 
volving 417 companies, mid 
completed 221 investigations in- 
volving 408 companies. Tbe 
figures • for investigations 

launched were the highest ever. 

Much of the DTTs work 
consisted of rifting through the 
■ vast number of complaints it 
receives from the public, com- 
pawing and insolvency practi- 

tioneis, and deriding 4311 

be successfully pursued. 

Last year the Directorate 
considered in detail compfamts 
into 1,297 companies. 

-john WSfcoefc 


Maries & Spencer is to open franchise stores in Poland as part 
of its continued international expansion. The retailer has chosen 
MSF Polska, based in W&rsaw, as its franchise partner, and aims 
to open its first store in Warsaw by the end of 1998 and then de- 
velop a chain throughout the main cities. MSF Polska is a new 
company made up of four partners with industrial, construction 
and retail experience. They will operate the franchise throughout 
Poland. M&S, which has stores in 32 countries, said sales trends 
at new outlets is Germany, the Czech Republic and Hungary bad 
shown growing acceptance of its brand. 


Retailers unaffected by Net 


Shopping on the Internet is unlikely to become a serious dan- 
ger to mainstream retailers, according to a new report published 
today by Veirdict Research. The survey of electronic shopping says 
that electronic sales accounted for 0.07 per cent of retab spend- 
ing fay UK customers. The figure is forecast to rise to £2bn by 
20OL though this will only represent I per cent of all retail spend- 
ing. Verdict says the Internet fa not user-friendly enough for mass- 
market acceptance. It also says that UK retail sites on the Worid 
Wide Web is inferior to those offered by US retailers. 


Brussels clamps down on aid 


The European Gommissioo is expected to start formal proceedings 
against Sweden today for resisting new strict European Union 
rules on aid to the car industry. The Gommfasionfa trying to damp 
down on subsidies to the automobile sector, which it says has re- 
ceived 3i.4bn ecus ($35bn) of public money in the last 20 years. 
Under new rules, to be implemented from 1 January 1998, EU 
governments will have to seek prior Commission approval for 
all subsidies to investment projects whose cost exceeds 50m ecus. 


Wembley allocated £21 .5m 


Wembley, the leisure group which runs Wembley stadium, an- 
nounced yesterday that the English Sports Council has allocated 
an initial £21-5m pounds towards funding a new English national 
stadium. The publkty quoted sports group, which runs the north 
London venue, said the allocation would be released at intervals. 


BOC shares fall back 


Shares in BOC Group fell back in late trading as hopes of the 
sale of its Ohmeda unit by the year end were dashed by the an- 
nounced that a shortlist of prospective buyers had only now been 
put together. The Ohmeda anaesthetics gases business was put 
up for sale in July, with price between £50Qm and film suggested. 




ABOUT 
GIVING TO 
CHARITY 




ALL YOUR CHARITIES CAN SET EXTRA 

I've recently discovered a new way of giving to charity - new to me, anyway, 
ft means all the causes you support can have extra money. It's the CharityCaru. 

First you decide how much you want to give to charity. 

m lL.l ink, ,im,. .-turn arrfMint 



You pay that money into your own CharityCard account 
Then the ” = ‘ 


he lav man adds more to it 
This means you have what you've already put in. phis an 
extra 23% to give away! Now, that's what 1 call a good idea! 


YOUR PERSONAL CHOICE OF CHARITIES 

You can use the Chari tvCaid for making personal donations over the phone or by 
post You'll receive a special Charity 'Chequebook' as well. And you can also 
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arrange standing orders for regular gifts. 

■ Who you give to, how much vou give and when you do it are all entirely up to 
you. You ran make donations to absolutely any charity you choose, big or small. 


TIME TO CHANGE YOUR MIND? 

Isn't it time you changed your mind about giving to charily? Call free now or 
use the coupon provided. ~ 




Thf ChannOrd cams /ran the Charities Aid Fbttndatton Ksrff a charity. 
.-jjbJu) m |*C 4 . Rnairtwi chanty na 2683 W. Vfetatte hMp;// wvywxharitytanl^MR 
ratrun liRH The Prince PhUti*. Duteof Edintaigh KG KT. 


“FIND OUT MORE, CALL FREE 
0800 99 33 11, DO IT TODAY!” 


Please send me more information about the CftarifyCanf m 


1 Mr/Mre/Ms. - -.-Initials. 

I Surname- — 

I Address 




| Postcode- — — -Tel No 

Ptease send ttts completed coupon to: 

CharityCard. PO Box. 1025. Stratford Upon Avon CV37 9GH 
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Thorntons keeps 
investors sweet 


Customers of Thorntons, the luxury 
chocolate company, are not the only 
ones getting fat from the appointment 
of turnaround man Roger Paffard as 
chief executive. Mr Bafferd’s whirlwind 
plans to add more than 200 bigger and 
better-placed sweetshops to its portfo- 
lio of 300 in the next five years will cer- 
tainly feed the fantasies of chocoholics. 

Shareholders will also be feeling 
pretty satisfied. Since Mr PafEaid joined 
almost two years ago and embarked on 
a radical store restructuring pro- 
gramme. Thorntons' share price has re- 
vived from a 135p five-year low. 
Yesterday’s 32 per cent jump in full-year 
profits to £1 1.5m lifted the share price 
7.5p to 248.5p, a new high. 

The restructuring to increase floor 
space and re-site shops in better loca- 
tions is paying off so far. Refitted stores 
yield an average 12 per cent higber sales 
and turnover at re-sited shops is some 
30 per cent better, Thorntons is achiev- 
ing healthy tike-for-Hke sales growth, up 
almost 13 per cent in the year and 7.5 
per cent in the current quarter. P lans to 
expand the product range to include chil- 
dren’s chocolates, a huge market 
neglected so far, and more emphasis on 
impulse buys like chocolate bars rather 
than seasonal gifts, make sense. 

But there are three main worries. 
Firstly, margins. Opening more shops in 
prime sites will mean higher rents. A shift 
away from gifts to everyday chocolates 
and cheaper kiddie offerings will also 
squeeze returns. Then there are huge 
costs associated with expansion. Mr 
Paffard’s plans to open 148 more stores 
by 2U00 than his original target call for 
an extra £40m on already hefty capital 
expenditure, pushing gearing to an un- 
comfortable 75 per cent. 

Plans to consolidate chocolate pack- 
ing into one factory and outsource and 
automate will save costs. The company 
also has strong cash flow. But Mr F^flkrd’s 
expectations of a one-point lift in net mar- 
gins in four years’ rime look a tight tar- 
get His promises to wipe out gearing in 
four years also look demanding. 

The second issue is chocolate con- 
sumption. Given the rate of expansion, 
any tailing off of demand or switch to a 
competitor would hurt. Mr Paffard is re- 


JJB Sport: At a glance 

Maiist value: 2454 m, share price 504p 
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assuring here, saying that chocolate con- 
sumption has grown steadily at around 
3 per cent a year and may even be 
counter-cyclical - people buy chocolate 
to cheer them up during recession. He 
also points to the group’s growing 
stranglehold on die UK market, some- 
thing that should deter competitors. 

Finally, when Thorntons las finished 
coating the UK in sweet shops, where 
will it find growth? One idea being 
tested is Thornton coffee shops, but ex- 
pea more news next year. Given the un- 
certainties, 20 times looks high enough. 

JJB Sports keeps 
up the pace 

JJB Sports, possibly the best managed 
of the specialist sports retailers to list 
in recent years, boasts an extraordinary 
record of earnings and share price 
growth. Over the past five years it has 
failed to grow earnings by more than 
40 per cent just once. 

Its share price has responded by ris- 
ing in a more or less straight line from 
flotation at an equivalent of76p in 1994 
to yesterday’s close of 504p, up 5p and 


dose to an all-time high. Interim fig- 
ures yesterday unveiled an impressive 
doubling of pre-taxprofits to £14.0m 
with sales 60 per cent ahead to 
£88. 6m and earnings 110 per cent 
higber at 10.6p a share. Thanks to im- 
proving economies of scale as the 
drain is enlarged, JJB’s return on 
sales improved from 13.1 per cent to 
16.1 per cent. 

JJB is rolling out its format at an 
impressive lick, adding 26 stores over 
the past year to a total of 186 and stat- 
ing its inteation to open another 50 
during 1998. Despite that demanding 
programme, the balance sheet re- 
mains ungeared with net cash of 
£10.8m. Cash flow per share contin- 
ues to run ahead of earnings, always 
a good sign that profits are real. 

The explosion of sports shops 
has been one of the remarkable re- 
tailing phenomena of the. 1990s and 
anyone who has ridden the share 
price rises of JJB and peers auch as 
Blacks Leisure will worry that the 
good times cannot continue. Cer- 
tainly, competition is mounting from 
the likes of the supermarkets and 
growth in d eman d must eventually re- 
vert to the trend of consumer spend- 
ing as a whole. 


That said, JJB’s earnings are ex- 
pected to grow by more than one- 
third both this year and next. So. a 
prospective PE ratio of around 20 is 
not unduly expensive. 

Cobham looks 
overrated 


Shareholders in acquisitive engineering 
company Cobham have had a good run 
for their money. With the exception of 
a slight hiccup in late 1996, when a 
downturn in the fortunes of its elec- 
tronics subsidiary Westwind prompted 
a profits warning, Cobham has gone 
from strength to strength. 

The group's share price has soared 
recently, rising from 550p in April to 
847 Jp, up lp yesterday, as the group 
posted a 20 per cent rise in half-year 
profits Lo June at £25 m, beating ex- 
pectations. The market was also cheered 
by news of Cobbam’s strong order 
book and a string of niche buys. 

The year ahead for Cobham looks 
pretty solid. Its FR Aviation arm, 
which sells aircraft components, is 
currently refurbishing 21 Nimrod 
planes and looks set for more orders 
from the Ministry of Defence. 

Demand is growing for its traditional 
flight refuelling services, including 
more business with the Singapore Air 
Force, and Chelton, which supplies 
radio antennae, looks set lo benefit from 
the recent acquisition spree. Even 
problem child Westwind should have a 
good year, with a variety of innovations 
like low-cost scanners m the pipeline. 

Cobham plans to splash some cash 
in the months to come. The group is 
budgeting for £15m-£20m of capital ex- 
penditure in the second half, most of 
which is earmarked for infrastructure 
improvements. Neither is the company 
ruling out further acquisitions. Gearing 
is expected to jump from 6.6 per cent 
to 40-5 per cenL 

• The real problem with Cobham is 
not its growth prospects or even its 
increased gearing level. The company 
is simply over-rated. Forecasts put it 
on a prospective p/c of more than 22, 
too high for a business predicted to 
grow profits by 19 per cent this year. 
Now may be the time for sharehold- 
ers to sell out. 
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Fancy buying a flat next to Tory Central Office? 
Richard Womack of property surveyors Hfllier 
Parker has just sold the freehold of 32 Smith 
Square and its neighbour 67 TUfton Square to 
a couple of property development companies, 
who plan to convert the latter block from offices 
to flats. Hie Tbries themselves will continue to 
enjoy the comforts of 32 Smith Square, which 
is let to them on a lease expiring in 2232 at a 
peppercorn rental. Next door, 67 Tufton Street 
is let to the Government and the Conservative 
Party on leases expiring in June 1999. 

In due course Galliaxd Homes and London 
Cbunty Estates will send in the builders and con- 
vert the TUfton Street building into upmarket 
flats, just a few minutes' walk from the division 
bell in the House of Commons. 

Mr Womack said: “The Conservatives could 
sell the lease to Smith Square if they wanted to 
and get a good price. It would make a fantas- 
tic residential development.” It would also 
ease the party's cash crisis. 

Mr Womack says the previous owners of the 
buildings. Royal and Sun Alliance Property In- 
vestments, put them up for sale in June, just a 
month after the election rout of their occupants. 

Some genius at tbe Foreign Office has very 
undiplomatically set the next G8 economic 
summit in Bi rmingham for 16 May - the same 
day as the FA Cup F inal. This has sent a shiver 
of panic through flic ranks of the footie-mad Uea- 
sury. Fanatics for the Game of Two Halves in- 
clude the Chancellor Gordon Brown (who 
supports Raith Rovers), his financial adviser Ed 
Balls (Norwich), Charlie Whelan (Spurs - he was 
most upset at recent press reports that he was 
an Arsenal supporter), Treasury press spokesman 

Peter Curwen (Aston Villa). Tony Blair's 
spokesman Alistair Campbell (Burnley) and the 
Bank of England's Meryyn King (Aston Villa). 

And then there are the foreign delegates, who 
may well be interested in watching the final 
rather than chewing the cud about interest rates. 
Not lo mention the press. I suggest this poten- 
tial disaster could be turned into a diplomatic 


triumph simply by providing a coach from Birm- 
ingham to Wembley for the day. Justa thought 

City law firm Linklaiers has burned the “& 
Paines" part of its title" and gained anew logo, 
as it celebrates its move into plush refurbished 
offices at One Silk Street* nest to the Barbican 
in London. TferebeeK^ managing partner; ays 
relocating the firm’s three London offices into 
one rite marks a watershed in its history. The 
firm spent £55m on its new home foe 1,-700 head 
office staff. The new logo, by SaatchLft Saatchi 
D«ign, cost£130,000, andlooks like tyro grand 
pianos viewed from above. 

One Linklaters person whowill not be mak- 
ing the move to Silk Street is Peter Langley, wboVj 
is moving to Sidiey & Austin, the American law 
firm. He wiD be helping Sidiey & Aiistin to ex- 
pand its mtelleefoal property practice in Etpope. 

Thorntons, the chocolate makers, are launch- 
ing a new range of themed chocolates and a 
whole string of new shops in Britain, according 

to Roger Paftard. chief executive. - 

Mr Raffard appears to be the man for tbe job. 
He’s a former managing director of Staples, the 
office supply company, and was the brand man- 
ager in charge of tbe relaunch of Persil for Lever . 
Brothers. He also revived the Oaiml hair colour 
brand for Bristol Myers. Now he aims to dou- 
ble the size ofThomtons by the year 2000. The 
trouble is, he’s run out of European themes for 
chocolates, so he has turned to Barry Colenso, 
pastry chef at the Savoy, to come up with some 
more exotic ideas. 

Step forward an American assortment, in- 
cluding Big Apple. TUmbleweed Whirl and 
Fudge Brownie Quarterback. Next is Caribbean i 
and Latin American, and there are even plans” 
for English chocolates branded, as Earl Grey. 
WOi they will taste of tea? 

Mischon de Reya, solicitors to the late Diana, 
Princess ofWales, have received a writ from the 
family trust of Lord Palumbo, the Old Etonian 
property magnate who introduced the Princess 
to the firm. The writ was issued by Rugarth In- 
vestment Trust (RIT), which accuses its former 
legal advisers Mischons and accountancy firm 
Binder Hamlyn of negligence, breach of con- 
tract and breach of fiduciary duty. 

According to The Lawyer magazine. Lord 
Palumbo’s son James and daughter Annabella 
took part in the management of the trust’s assets 
in the spring of 1995 following a settlement of 
a legal dispute with their father, in which they 
alleged that be bad mis-handled the trust’s assets^ 
leading to hefty losses. Mischons and Binders 
stopped acting for RIT in May 1995. 

The writ also contains a claim by the trustees, 
TWM Trustees, and one of the trust’s compa- 
nies, City Acre Property Investment Thist, 
against Lord Mischon and Sir Charles Matthew 
Fairer, the former senior partner of Earner & 

Co and fonner solicitor to the Queen. 

The companies are claiming money al- 
legedly paid to Lord Mischon and Sir Charles 
for a.charitable trust in May 1989 for which they 
acted as trustees. 


MJN 233M 

The Ultimate Multimedia PC! 

Take a closer look at our new MIN 233M EX system 
featuring Intel's highest performance Pentium* processor 
with MMX™ technology, massive 64Mb EDO RAM, fast 
6.4Gb Ultra ATA hard disk and superb PC-TV system with 
advanced Teletext 

Together with other advanced features such as ATI Rage 
11+ DVD 3D graphics. Latest ATX PC97 motherboard, 24x 
CD and 56K modem, this system outperforms our 
Pentium* II processor based systems. 




Key Features of 233 IW Ex: 

■ 64Mb RAM: To tehenhe best peribn na nce wfien 
nrrtog praparo. Rementtera 64Mb 233»E Baitlum 
MMX sjstem b a bt fester than a 32Mb Pentium B 
system. 

• 04Gb Hard DMc Ultra ATA Interface far speed 
(atoms twice the masrmin data transfer rate of ODE) 
and massae capacity for a* yn* snags needs. 

■ PC-TV System And Teletext Ytaur PC becomes as a 

resofciWn coiour TV fud-fca&ji? dowrtoactebie 
Teletea 

• AH 4Kfc SD&apMcs: ATI Rajp 11+ UVD3D0Bftf1CS 

with 4Mb defeated wteo RAM Itc^her with crisp Sharp 
15" or 17* 0^8cb screens provide the bes dispteys. 

- SGKVoioa Modes: F.st 5GK Ftodwefl hadware 
chipset modem with toil voee+nai, te, data aid Internet 
fecfties.RashL4]03deabteteSjhjieism*Tess. 

• Vote® RecogriHoa: IBM Vocetype Sanply Speaking 
GOD e pretaaded and tofiemerwtm optonal rntrophone 
allows you a command your PC and delate vtonaty tom 
ary Windows 95 program! 

• 30 W a wtaM o Mrth i wfla : The best quattyQealte 
Late 3D stereo sound with WaetaUe synthesis softvere. 
many mare powered speabere end fast 24 speed CO- 
RDM dm®. 

• VMooP fc oBo Becatore; Colour vfcfeo camera rtaface 
ad Videophone softuae included to leoave nconting 
wteo ttoadcasE. Optional odowwleo earners ftrUed 
with mflanum models) enables M send and receive 
faofcv. 

• MXS^stoBDost^AtydeageofsysKrnmttittest 
Intel IX chipset rrwhettxjard wth ptwer marageroit 
increase performance, refapfity, ease of trades, future- 
pronfriess and eas/ conrecthriry with USB and other pots. 


Printer Option Epson StAaCdcr 300 7T0x 720 
»* 9 et ranter £129 +VAT = £ 1 S 1_58 Hiring VAT 

tidBClIQIJUmcJbbuIui). 


pentium* 

MJN 233 M 

° Intel Pentium 233R*te Processor wdh MMX 
Technology 
° 32Mb EDO RAM 
0 4.3Gb Utia ATA hard dm© 

° PC-TV system with Teletext 
o 56K flex voice modem 
° ATI Rag3 U+ EM) 3D Graphics with 4Mb 
« 24 speed MAX CD-ROM drte 
o 15 " SVGA 0.28dp screen 
(17" £150 +VAT = £17625 extra) 

° 512K pipeline burst cache 
° Creative Labs 3D Waveteble stereo sound 
° MdeoPtnne rebeve far incoming 
videophone cads 

o Vbice RBeopHaon with BM Simply 
Speatang GOU) (mrcrophone optional) 

° Al standard features bete# 


MJN 233 M Ex 

® I rite Pentium 233ft Biz Processor with MMX 
Technology 
« 64Mb EDO RAM 
» 6.4Gb Ultra ATA hard dme 
° PC-TV system with Teletec 
o 5©t flex voce modem 
o ATI Rag“ 11+ DVD 3D Graphics with 4Mb 
dedcated video RAM 
24 Speed MAX CD-ROM dme 
0 15’ SVGA 0.28dp screen 
(17’ £150 +VAT = £176425 extra) 

= 512K pipebne buret cache 
6 Creator Labs 3D wattaWe stereo sound 
* VideoPricne reejeve for incorrwig 
videophone cafe 

° Voice Recpgimon with BM Simply’ 
SpeahffigGOLD i microphone opteonal) 

° Afl standard features below 


£ 1467 


.58 

Including VAT 


1632 


.08 


Including VAT 


1249 


Plus VAT 

Model: 603 


*1389 


Pies VAT 

Modal: 605 


• WHn«9& Uu Smwsua 97.Quo«n. nesacm. D®ettfc**5. Honwe. Lous and an] Srapo 
uw«*-^ my^^ra»aaia.>teC0gPCT>:ciprdite«ri»aicihflWtBt»linciiuroe3iCTand?USB 
P^ ^^^ iyiB^pEMM ifloto ai M MnayiWtiftcyflncretlnriggltSNBngnggraf IWG.11 7000 capon 

bqs: psa Unas pit cj* taai jm. p*dM p« «d 6*nes pci l re* nacwv cu*e&> a s 


MJN IVWkmtum Mode* 

MJN Ufeiun rooefete ** on* £99 +VAI £116 33 
WJ vara and KM* Colour adeo c»™«a lot U 
send and resaw wdeopnonc. jqaacV. Heated 
mooptaneand 
over 13 CD 
mu&nsds 
tides. 



MJN Interest Free Option 
Boy Now Pay Later 

Only on ‘Millenium' models 

-jdrr^K&^tfMvR^IIBllGUaiKKt 

c*p«W»'>WwgftfiiTncrs.**!6'itraa APR 

= cx*m° £12®. | Bi 
E5 #*r, - «r - lx. VT W OS rt • 

nO^Sl'UQOi ftwto flbB MUdE 00 
*rsd cl lb ion to WR 23 9 \ FnmcB a 

Mtad to Ma Utat.mi noutfo an 


na am 

0 % 




Offers End 
17th October 


The right choice 


TM 


01282 777 555 

Telephone Sales Lines Are Open Mon - Fn 830am - 7.00pm. Sat 9.00am - 5.00pm 

UN Teem*© Lmad. tore* House. BacMrun Re. Sonmsar*.-. Sumo. Lancs. BB12 tgt. Fa 01282 77 0644. 

a! cMt* ibwsdi. Sewn id* ta CRT kb a eer nbsi) nocc. •Jns.arr tfaw far feoam upm 
..j»aean=MSoK£a»K.BKBn:aa<3a | «»suMez‘C3nEswn3uiK» amanumeuaiatin rssn 
wacnwo S3 *SS aaaosora* rf Hei is tcsctJ Wmm d Vfl T«m*o umod. EJCE. 


Financial sector heads for slowdown 


The CBI yesterday 
published evidence of a 
slowdown in the 
financial services sector, 
with volumes of business 
growing at their slowest 
rate for 18 months. As 
Leo Paterson reports, these 
figures bolster the CBHs 
campaign for no change 
to interest rates. 


The raosi recent C7B I/Coopers 
& Lybrand financial services 
survey points lo the conclusion 
that the sector has come off the 
boil. Though the level of busi- 
ness activity in financial services 
is still higher than normal, 
growth rates are starting to 
slow. Forty-six percent of com- 


panies reported increases in the 
volume of business in the last 
three months, but 20 per cent 
reported that business was 
down. Subtracting the laggers 
from the leaders gives a net to- 
tal of 26 percent, the headline 
figure used by tbe CBI to mon- 
itor business activity over time. 
In June this figure was 40 per 
cent, up from 39 per cent in 
March. Yesterday’s headline 
figure was the lowest since 
March 1996. 

Securities traders were the 
biggest losers, with the rate of 
decline in business volumes 
over the last three months the 
largest since March 1995. A net 
total of 77 per cent of respon- 
dents said business was down 
between June and September. 
But ill is fall in business volumes 
follows strong growth in the 


previous three surveys and the 
CBI sees the decline as a cor- 
rection following overheating in 
the sector. 

With business activity in 
securities trading still at higher 
than normal levels, further cor- 
rection is likely. Securities 
traders seem to agree, with bus- 
iness confidence sharply down, 
and a tailing off in demand 
cited as the main constraint on 
growth for the coming year. 

Though securities trading 
was the only sector to see an ab- 
solute fell in business volumes, 
growth also slowed for banks, 
finance houses and buildingso- 
cietics. The CBI expects this 
trend to continue over the next 
three months, as do survey re- 
spondents. Business confidence 
in the sector as a whole is at its 
lowest ebb for over two years. 


ft 


It was not all bad news, 
however, with business growth 
rates up for fond managers and 
insurers. Life insurance com- 
panies had a particularly good- 
three months with business 
growing at its fastest rate since 
December 1996. 

The CBI interprets this 
slowdown in financial services 
as part of a wider cooling off 
in the services sector. As a 
result, the CBI sees no need for 
the Monetary Policy Com- 
mittee to raise interest rates this 
week, a move which would 
serve to dampen further ik. 
demand in the services sector.*/ 
Sudhir Juuankar, the CBI’s 
Associate Director of Eco- 
nomic Analysis, said that he 
would like to see “interest 
rates left on hold at the 
moment". 


Hogg Robinson buys Kuoni 
business travel operations 


Hogg Robinson, the business 
trawl group, continued its in- 
ternational expansion yester- 
day when il paid £30f£000 for the 
business travel interests of con- 
tinental travel company Kuoni. 
Hogg Robinson is taking over 
Kuoni's French and Italian 
operations, stepping up its 
rivalry with dominant player 
American Express. 

The deal follows Hogg 
Robinson's decision to sell its 
transport interests for £14m 
earlier this year lo concen- 
trate solely on the business 
travel market. 

David Radctiffc, chief ex- 
ecutive. said: “Hogg Robin- 
son has already announced its 
determination lo develop fur- 
ther its business travel interests 
on a global basis and the ac- 
quisition of a significant pres- 
ence in these two key markets 
is an important ingredient in 
that process." 

Hogg Robinson is now only 
slightly behind Aracx in busi- 
ness travel, with 13 percent of 
Ihe market in supplying tailor- 
made arrangements to suit the 
travel needs of companies in the 
UK as well as financial services 


such as insurance. Hogg Robin- 
son Business Travel Interna- 
tional now numbers 6,000 
clients within the UK. It is also 
a founder and managing part- 
ner of a worldwide partnership 
between organisations. Busi- 
ness 'Ravel International (BIT). 

The business travel market 
in the UK alone is estimated to 
be worth between £5bn and 
£7bn. It is dominated by three 
players - Amex. Hogg Robin- 
son and Carlson WagonliL 

Hogg Robinson controls 
travel expenditure of approxi- 
mately £750m. A recent ac- 
quisition of a Nordic operation, 
Bennett’s, will allow it to de- 
velop markets in Sweden, Nor- 
way, Finland and Denmark. 

The moves are part of Mr 
Raddiffe’s corporate strategy 
set out when he was appoint- 
ed chief executive in June. The 
company is aiming to use its 
contacts within the Business 
Travel International partnership 
to rival Amex worldwide. 
Kuoni will be used to develop 
business travel operations in 
Germany, Switzerland. Liecht- 
enstein and Hungary. 

-Andrew Verity 


Spilt Drinks in liquidation 

The controversial alcopop market received a further setback yes- 
terday when news emerged that the Spilt Drinks Company has 
gone out of business. The collapse follows a recent statement by 
Bass that sales of its market-leading Hooper's Hooch, are falling. 

Aptly named Spilt Drinks, based in Exeter, makes the Jam- 
min range of Caribbean fruit crushes. Sales of the range were y 
expected to grow from 15 million bottles in 1996 to 20 million f >. 
this year. However, Spilt Drinks, which is pari of the 2lst Cen- ■ 
tury Drinks group, has been forced to called in accountants Erast 
& Young to put (he company into voluntary liquidation. The level 
of liabilities should emerge when creditors and shareholders meet 
on 15 October to discover why the business failed. 

The failure is further evidence of growing pressures on the 
alcopop market following a Government crackdown on labelling 
and the sales of the drinks to young people. Alcopops have been 
criticised for looking too much like soft drinks and so tempting 
children to drink under age. Bass is the market leader in the alco- 
pop market 


COMPANY RESULTS 



Turnover £ Pre-tax £ 

EPS Dividend 
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Cit Y S^ued to Pearson for 

Market' 'report ^ . 

tXl » e^rsOD. ihe mpHia irriinn M. I*. n» l ..:< .1 


news of television deal 



.DEREK PAIN 
• -STOCK 
MARKET 
REPORTER 
OF THE YEAR 


Pearson, ihe media group, ca- 
joyed an old-fashioned romp 
^ the slock market posilioiied 
usclf for aa investment pre- 
sentation, expected to offer in- 
to’guing morsels about the 
ambitions of its chief executive. 
American Maijoric Sordino. 

The shares rose 25 - 5 p to a 
S 24 p peak in brak trading. In 
August they were down to a 
12 -month lowof 664 ^p. 

The market hopes Mrs 
Scardino will be forth (Mining 
on the £ 232 m bid for All 
American, the US television 
games show group which also 
embraces the Baywatch series, 
and the possible sale of the 4 
per cent shareholding in Ru- 
pert Murdoch’s BSkyB satel- 
lite television station. 

Ail American will be Pear- 
son's third TV deal; four wars 
ago it acquired Thames TV 
and then Grumfys, the Aus- 
tralian group. 


its TV build up would 
appear to make its BSkyB 
involvement surplus to re- 
. quirements. 

If Pearson is planning to 
untangled itself from the satel- 
lite broadcaster Mr Murdoch 
is doing Mrs Scardino no 
favours. 

R>r the second time he 
has warned that BSkyB's near- 
term future Is far from excit- 
ing. His latest comments left 
(he shares a shade lower at 
464 -Sp; they were almost 700 p 
last year. 

Pearson has its detractors 
- stockbroker Panmurc Gor- 
don is one - suggesting the 
shares should be sold. 

The rest of the market had 
a roller-coaster session. Foot- 
sie lurched between a 40.5 
points gain and a 14.9 deficit. 
It ended 5.6 higher at 5305.6 
with New York offering a little 
comfort. 


Lad broke had another 
canter, up 8 p to 291 - 5 p on US 
buying. P&O on hopes its 
cross-Channel Siena merger 
will he cleared by the regula- 
tory authorities, rose 17 J»p to 
697 . 5 p and British Aerospace 
d imbed 4 CL 5 p to l, 792 p on talk 
of continental deals as well as 
the perennial rumour of a 
General Electric Co bid. 

BT, off 7 p at 451 - 5 p, was 
again busily traded as arbi- 
trageurs struggled to square 
their positions. Shell, another 
heavily traded blue chip, rose 
3 p to 483 p at analysts returned 
from a Far Eastern visit. 

Allied Domecq, at one time 
up 21 . Sp, settled for an 83 p 
gain at 493 p. Its upcoming 
strategic review and talk about 
possible deals in the wake of 
the Gram) Metropolitan/ 
Guinness merger helped sen- 
timent. There was also a story 
it could be casting its eye over 


Greenalls, the hotels ami pubs 
chain which has failed to live 
up to expectations. Greenalls, 
up lOp at one time, ended 4 p 
higher at 3763 p in brisk trad- 
ing. The shares were 633 p 
last year- 

Zeneca, 36 . 5 p harder at 
2 , 1 19 p, was helped by expan- 
sion comments from Roche, 
the Swiss giant, and Cadbary 
Schweppes enjoyed talk of a 

Share spotlight 

stare price, perts 

840 
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share buy-back, up IOp at 
610 p. Suggestions of a share 
buy back also boosted Hills- 
down Holdings, up 6 p at 
1753 p. 

Ahead of visits by analysts 
and fund managers Greta Uni- 
versal Stores added I 43 p to 
7185 pand Marks & Spencer 
on rumoured UBS caution 
fell 163 p to 6475 p. Orange, 
the mobile telephone group, 
was helped by investment 
meetings, ringing a 5 p gain to 
235 - 5 p. But paper maker Rex- 
am folded 93 p to 323 p after 
analytical encounters. 

Pillar, the property group, 
rose a further 7 p to 2 {& 5 p fol- 
lowing meetings with institu- 
tions. 

Heavyweights, such as 
British Land and Land Secu- 
rities, made further headway 
although there was talk one 
investment house was sug- 
gesting they were now fully 


priced and the second liners 

offered bencr value. 

jgX 03 A Gas put on 3 - 5 p 
to 59 p as Ukrainian interests 
moved their stake to nearly 24 
per cent- RJB Mining’s grow- 
ing mtjblems left ibe shares in 

anevendeqwhote,down 15 p 
to 283 p. 

NSB Retail Systems, pro- 

vidmg software for retailers, 
and SBL. an education group, 
c^tTIbiting dfeuis. NSB 

went from a ll 5 p plating to 
147 ip and SHL from 245 p to 
26 & 5 p* 

Jarvis, the construction 
group, hardened 8 p 10 2943 p 

on talk of RaBtrock ordeis: the 

privatised railway operator 
wemto a 944 p peak, up 253 p, 
seemingly on property devel- 
opment hopes. 

Tring International, a 
video group, finned to 6 - 5 p 
after takeover talks were 
called off. 


Signet, the jewellery chain 
which used to be called Rat- 
ners, was the busiest traded 
share with Seaq putting 
turnover at 192 million, It 
was unclear who had traded. 
One suggestion was institu- 
tional shareholders sold, per- 
haps undertaking tax 
efficient bed and breakfast 
operations. The revamped 
chain produced its first inter- 
im profits for seven years last 
month; there are hopes it will 
make £ 55 tn for the year 

Caverdale win be an intrigu- 
ing vehicle following the sale 
of its garages for £& 5 dl It 
intends to return £ 10 m 
through a special dividend to 
shareholders which could be 
worth 43 p a share In a PER 
The rest of the proceeds will 
be used developing its acces- 
sories and industrial prod- 
ucts operations. But until it 
reinvests it must be an at- 
tractive takeover targtL 
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■500 

-3000 

aoo 


K55 -*000 

5755 000 

1397 500 


1642 

U60 

3078 

612 

6650 

5750 

1309 


1613 

MiO 

2060 

613 

6660 

5785 


Chg LMEstOChs Chg 

■17 735350 3300 

■5 495W -80 

■30 338525 -Z25 

120550 -50 

619B8 906 

TI225 -120 

444325 3425 


3 

-40 

-5 


Precious Metals 


|»n fi*.'S per az pm tui,£ par qz Coins (S) 

^ 5 ? sizars Day's. Years DaysYrS 

ch .3 ciKi trade chc 


Plabrwm *2500 100 4000 Planum 26140 -IE WB5 Krug'randa 3E9K -193 

Pafarium 19500 100 7550 PaSatfum H9&S -06 d4«0 Soira 77*6 

Sfver 56 -010 032 Mwr 219 -007 009 Nobles -H8C6 

Gdd MU5 -055 -*86 . MapJe Leal 34*4* -W2 


Agricultural 

Cocoa 
L*=FE Etony- 
Dec97 1W60J 
MaiSS ms oo 
Mav9B 118*00 
Vof: 3381 

Whho Sugar* 

UFFE S tonne 
Oct97 31600 
D«9r 30160 
Ma96 3091X1 
Vot 2363 


' * S Mpm 


Celt do 


Barley 


Potatoes 

Loe Potatoes 

LffFS 

liciroc- 

LffFt 

L-tunii 

UFFE 

L'lonne 

AJA 

S' 25k kg 

Noi. 37 

164100 

Nov 97 

6055 

Noi07 

6100 

NOT97 

66200 

Jal93 

165200 

Jar. 98 

M05 

Mai98 

5400 

Feb98 

665 CO 

Uar9B 

IcfiQflO 

Uai98 

8550 

Apr98 

10100 

AprJB 

67100 

VW: 

3^4 

VoL- 

220 

Vol: 

47 

Vol: 

a 

Freight 


Wheat 


Com* 


Soya Beans* 

UrFE StCrp 

UFFE 

Sw* 

CSOT CenLtbshl 

CS07 S,a tcWr 

Oct97 

WOO 00 

Nov97 

8705 

Dec97 

27*50 

Ncv97 

2300 

Nov97 

W9OD0 

JanM 

3300 

MarSB 

CB300 

Jan$8 


Jan38 

150000 

Mar98 

9100 

May98 

28875 

Mar% 

1370 

Vol: 

191 

Vol: 

413 

Vol: 

0 

Vot 

134 


100 Largest Insurance Funds 

Bd Odra Fund 


axa E8L Balanced 
AXAEiLDdttflUwi 
AXAEAUtoWBC 
AXAEAL LXEqjey 
4rirov Syrir * 
taWB i l lAlU Ikl 
Abbw LtaaoK) So 4 
Afion rtxxxtai Manaus 
AbenN*uuil*ft£ny 
AUnr Early Acc 6# I 
ASianr lie urea Ac: E# 2 
AMwmQmaM 

AM Ultra Emily A-i 
ABM Dina Gen* hi me 5 ; 
HkUMwIlMMU Acc 
Atoll Dunbar Firpeny Acr 
OarirafEodrAo: 
BansrememsiAix 
Bardap Hanogod Ace 
BamnnSa: 
BaarHmUMkvsr*? 
aiuncM 
CUlKEqriy 
CLUMiFtoU 

S 


Ox UedVtti Prctfc 
Cattea#amEow>5ffi 
cjgkiSurUjnagKSv: 
Pomrt Patrtivra 
Ftwwi Prov UarogM 
f^nSPrm LK EojTr 
FHrtt ftwW«i iVu 
SA mm ULtm BC14.-V 

GA Frm todcf Kanaxd 

GA Lhwad wun FfoMj 
'In LLrawd 
danton UA Saw. ta 
Gujottan lla wi Ace 
O^U^MAcc 

h* SxTiwr itnun Sj» i 

k ta-btoOW aigciSaJ 

Laqal £ Onsal Ed in? 
Leaal L Gonna ho i j{ 
l*dff S Gnnera Uainad te 
UnaAt liar h Lhsifcc 
tre* itx* il 'Xg t£c 


CC» 1771 CO 

im: taa 

SETTj V20 
«?« *4453 


ckt ueam 

2730 S40 

28*000 Z6*€C 

46® $‘.49 

5BS0 *CM 
7230 W23 


7MJ0 7WW 
I ISM H76S9 
£«sjA era 
5sex Sana 


setra xuzjs 
* nso $«« 
Ml «st) 
mra iMT] 
aam 263500 
230 23118 

«J0 0326 

•35TJ *560 
6CEQ 64*90 
230B 
T1E9S 10940 
66030 6951) 
S» «3fl 
*0330 €23 
Ettra eso 
64100 Bfi£20 
«37» 9*40 

06490 3K60 
? u<n 00390 
Aiixai esara 
288! S3® 

C8® sara 

701® 738® 

H7S® 1231® 
WUD 3B9M 
66*50 72040 


LfXtn IUu T| !Vg a 
Lwm & 'Art-W:'?r Fto. Acc 
Lc«j- Ub Ett-xti 1 
LcncmUtoM-wi 
U6Gtar.a 7 cjL.-nd*K 
;l & ‘i A-cwv Or* Ac 
•Jcrcrvrj nwtteri lira 

sum eauhCM 

15SM1K E-JL.T. 

M»Uansj« 

KarAta! 'jfcwtt» Marume 
‘Ut/iret Steutt.- Unnn 
NJlWMIKEori/ 

Xorahj- Hc-ixm 9 r^y 
tarwn Lruaeu ■*» 
tanr*« i>k/ic u ttr^.-E 

Arott afji\ r^i 

Itoarl Umaaea to: 
FhumrLSiUqeSwj 

BaSEf"* 

BsyttScdtHiGr^si 

8nJ Sccrcdi l> Feu*. 

tolTOBrfch, 1 

Sc: tonesro AAnj i-. I 

SatEauuneUj*; 

ScWU»HH3Mtt 

ScoloadSSj&y 

5ca?ia*Msiii(-iEAtt5» 

Sox na VVw P ra, 

so? *vc rm X'j — 

SaniKd raacw 

Stanema^e-,. 

Surat: Eixc-T 
StajowF* tia 
'jtnara LA* ?»■ k»>^i 

Surara LL>ot»: 
SdnAustKuT,- 

Aun Aforai 

Aun LK Ori Z-azAt; 

StoLmGaFttas 

Sun LJoCcjt. flic 
Sraiweurc.v;^; 
imjjtoGoBw Cffljys, 
5i»i [J« jjdiii zn-ri bu 

Sim iil> Cmc Maa Ar - 
TWEvi, 7> ~ 

■5E Hantfaiyw; 

TgUarwy? 


Bd 

Otter 

734! 




tt'.Xi 

nrxzw 



K7T43 




8CM 

®1Q0 

TMfllJ 




£££» 


TjtrS 

ara 

mso 

uara 











14770 


C3C70 

neara 

VOX 

5LS7Q 

USX 


2UM 







S580 


JB333 


OAfiO 

5HW 

32200 

K76 

26CEC 


uara 

r 25iu 

saa» 

OS*C 


5® 3D 



25050 

STDti 

13M0 

a iffl 


567ffl 

LZm 

wot® 




2333 


no® 


less* 


tea 

ltt'B 

070 

■an, 

B330 

16890 

S?3» 

66720 

auu 

5®40 

5*oa 

S&B 

aa» 


»ua 

C7Y0 




f 


I 

1 


. I 

•1 J 


■v 


= Sr. 


«p.-» 


• S 
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Napp tests Levy Board’s relish for the chase 


HOCKEY 


The Levy Board is “al- 
racing^ fife to 
dnpaway" according to a 
group which represents 
punters. Greg Wood hears 
how negligence could also 
allow rogue bookmakers 
to operate unchecked. 


"When someone sends you a bill 
to £9,567.82, most people 

wouldoqxwautueuigencyon 

the part of whoever is doing the 
asking. A gentle reminder to 
start with, perhaps, followed 
swiftly by a series of letters car- 
lying an escalating degree of 
threat. The Levy Board, how- 


ever, does not seem to operate 
like that. 

This, for those who glaze at 
the mention of racing politics, 
is the statutory body charged 
with collecting Levy pairaents 
from Britain's bootonakers. who 
in turn take the money from 
punters as a portion of the nine 
per cent ‘'tax” charged on uff- 
counse bets. According to the 
National Association for the 
Protection of Punters, though, 
the Board is failing in Us duly in 
collect the Levy, and they believ e 
they have evidence in prove it. 

Exhibit A is a betting permit 
obtained by NAPP’s treasurer, 
Andrew Grocock. in July 1 Wt». 
This in itself is a striking 
demonstration of how easy it K 


to obtain a honkmaking li- 
cence - which was precisely his 
intention -since a! the lime of 
his application, Grocock had a 
little less than £500 in his hank 
account. The magistrate due to 
assess his application went 
missing and his permit was 
simply popped in the post, as 
was a replacement when it 
came up for annual renewal. 

Exhibit Bison almost emp- 
ty folder, which should, you 
might think, by now contain sev- 
eral dozen letters from the 
Levy Board enquiring why 
someone who has held a betting 
permit for the last 15 months 
has not paid a penny in Levy in 
all that time. Hie first him of 
any interest from the Board 


came in March, eight months 
after the licence was issued, 
with a request to fill out the rel- 
evant forms. This was ignored. 
Four months later, a bill final- 
ly arrived, for £4,567.82, since 
the Board had estimated Gro- 


RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: Speedball 
(York 330) 

NB: Mon Bruce 
(York 3.00) 


cock's annual betting turnover 
to be A7OO.U00. If this assess- 
ment was not disputed within 
2N days, he was warned, the sum 
would "become due without 
further demand". 

Again, the demand was ig- 


Embassy joins the Godolphin exodus to the desert 


The Newmarket trainer David 
Loder was deait a huge Wow- 
yesterday when his leading 
1,000 Guineas contender Em- 
bassy and top miler Starbor- 
ougb were among 12 horses 
transferred by Sheikh Mo- 


hammed to his Godolphin op- 
eration. The pairwill spend the 
winter in Dubai before return- 
ing to Europe to race under the 
guidance of the Godolphin 
trainer, Saccd bin Suruor. 

John Gosdcn and Michael 


Sloutc also suffer. losing three 
each as Godolphin strengthens 
next year's team. Gosden los- 
es Cape Cross, Conan RiILs and 
King Sound, while Bint Ai- 
htiadiya, Crown Of Light and 
Kayflura leave Sloute. 


• My Emma, a disappointing 
I lih in Sunday's Prix de I'Arc 
de Triomphe. is to be retired to 
stud. The R:te Guest-trained 
four-year-old numbered the 
Yorkshire Oaks and Prix Vcr- 
mcille arming her career wins. 




YORK 


2.00 Escudo 
230 Tallulah Belle 

3.00 Kram 

330 SHAWM (nap) 


HYPERION 

4.00 Distinctive Dance 
430 Billy Bushwacker 

5.00 Asyaad (nb) 


n«ur n four Iti Just Bob has the penalty too. hm® go Man Bracfl can manga thal bngth- 
doteat an 9b better terms and contnii Bio fam with Cornomour on 3b better term 
The Sandown mm# Sweet Magic con rove no OootSwood torn with Beau Ventura 
on Sib better toms. He has a tavouratfo tow draw, os tue wwuam’a MM. m*tfi Karen 
FaSon ha*«g a rare ride tor the n. farm l*cX Eafitortiy. SwynfortJ Dream, rurmrignbknL- 
or: tor the Im Brno, does wolal too badiand and o strata pul far two lengths tpvsMn 
every chance o( ravening Ayr farm with Just Bob Tto m-tosti Knun >an a stumer n 
second to Donvtwt Air at Newmarket last week and appeals much more than hs eta- 
btorate Pointer Canova* Heart «mn fwra last year and has a cftanco back own- fw 
best tnp after two runs over stx. Selection: IAON BHUCE 


GOING: Good 

STALLS: 51, fit & 7t Gtand3' side; round course msade. 

OftAW ADVANTAGE; None 

• jJ'H-hand. U-shaped oouraa Rat and Kkte for the powerfii gaBoper. 

• ~ Aia £ Vbrt< BaDW ‘ Vw ADMISSION: cw> £:& Xaneraoils 


3.30 


(W* M " J n TW * - _ __ 

• J™Mli^S£^lSr ,0SP 5 “f-"" F “ 


«*«•*««> — a winners from v »2 nnnere gives a success ra- 
“ 10 ^ W (T7B%): J Dunlop S Iran 99 R Harwon 57 

from 160 ( 106 %) 

J0 ^ CE y Si L Ocnort 48 wretrom29indesqwes a success rteo 01223%: 

K Darioy 20 bom (106%); K Fallon « tram 167 (iw%) 
• FAVOUIIITES; Z10 wvb to 569 races 05.7%! 

BUNKEftEU FIRST TUHEr Swyntord Dream C300); Happy Minstrel (130) 


2.00 


EQUITY FINANCIAL COLLECTIONS NURSERY HANDI- 
CAP (CLASS C) £8,000 added 2YD6f Penalty V^lue £6,576 

<2140 LmO(46)CT^HB«?BHto9 7.. JUHBf B 

3320U BHANSTONSERHY (12)(D) (OamondRacnglJd) JLEyre96 JUapptaU 

42» PH0MFT DQJVERY (USA) (13) (D)(LyrtaunA]MaldEU-n)M9tCu»96_X0miey4 

B33B CONPOSfnON{67}(D}(SsBedManani)IIJintsB6 J Raids 

263Q0 TWO WILLIAMS p3) [W L Caletf M W Easterly 9 5— .TLim? 

041 SPECIAL TREAT (1 2) (D)(QwctoyAak Stud) D Loom 94 K Fatal 15 B 

0360 DSCESBEE pH) (D) (D C Saley) W Storey 9 2 £ Strata 14 

314 ESCUDO (IS) (BO fSheMi Mcharmed) J Garden 9 1 LCwtoilO 

234354 ANGEL HILL (18) (D R 0 Partno^ip) TD Baron 8 U JRnWett 

01 oeSStTSAM] (20) Nation) MssS Hal 8H EJotmonZ 

044341 GRAND ESl»TE(47HD)<tar Amdahl} TEaflstoy 8 1> RCotitomS 

02506 CLASSY CLEO (t2) (D) (D Maloney) P Evans 8 9 — — JFEpM 

£0423 PiaP0INT(8)PAFahe»)RfttM»Ba__ R Winston (7) 11 

614333 M»MCNGiq<P)(Bktoftgaelndaaftnn«^Ma<lM67^llaiia||bm5 

435000 REALLY DONE IT NOW (33) [Ws Etene M Butti) K But\e7 tl _J_Chwnocka 

-15 doctored - 

BETTING: 4-1 Special Ita*, 5-1 Escudo, 8-1 Grand Estate, 7-1 ProinptD«tmy, 8-1 BtaantoriBtfry, 
10-t assay- Ctoo, DMart Sami, Lkto, 12-1 CorapoNUon, 14-1 ntlnra 
1906: AmyaiB3MVte7-£tav IB Hfe) drawn (n) 12 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Tim Easterby is on a high with blg^ace winners Bolin Joanne, Jo IMI end Double Ac- 
tion, and tots decent prize crxJd also go ha way vra GRAND ESTATE, e/ho is gating 
better al the time after the early pnmwa hfe low *aw could wel prewe to be an ad- 
vantage and Grand Eetale can tartt even bettor on tfvs ground ahar beating Hot Bridge 
and rtgh Cany on tea m. Thrsk (Tndntoflg «th and near 2to worse off). Sot one has 
gone to Classy Cteo, who was claimed out of Richard Hormone watte far £12000 af- 
ter toe Maydock win. She w* She the ground and is 7fa better off far the low lengths 
she was behind Branaton Berry (beaten a neck by Kheyrah) a Hayttock C days aga 
Braradon Barry is tough and dkf nothing wrong with her apprentice al Haydedc after tf» 
gutsy Doncaster win. Rod Lappfa takes ewer today; hrt the 6to higher mark may ftod her 
out David Loder has been having nursery wmers end Speaei Heal is e Wg danger 
after getting her act Oagetner to toe Wnkere when bearing itinonranv tour lengtos at Jfad- 
car, AbigwBightonvBryfastgrpmdoverifiq nvnlmum trip was aD too jrwrtt fat &o»- 
do m Mantles Prideb nuraety a Fofteeione. Thera was ptenty to Nw abo ut her Ba rter 
wm in a bio Bad n the soft al Kaydocfc and she now gets toe sbtto ftslong. Pw mpt De- 
Bvwv. faurth to HayB on hie debut at Newmariat was a surpratogtoeero n the ea^w eath- 
or n August. AWwugh he canw good when wfanstg from a^dd»v «PortetoW 


CHARLES HE1DSVECK CHAMPAGNE RATED HANDICAP 
(CLASS B) £15,000 added 1m Penalty Value £9,716 

S500H CELESTIAL KEY (USA) (IQ (D) (Martae GN1) U Jofnsan 797 -JWmr12 

Dtow WN0DmiQ|te»NMan)MCanE)to796 LOamodMO 

G20H SHAWM(17)(0) (DvAhtthemiwdlDUidarSSS - KFaBan? 

-63*50 5PEBJBALL (11) (JCSndh)IBNdng392 LMMifS 

025053 XAlASUNRiSEfS)(CD)(AENraiant)CSmif>49D JFBnuneB 

006300 NUKADOAR (UB6| (25) (Hamdan Al Maam) C J BeraeatJ 3 B 6 AHNsB 


36120 QUSIS CONSUL (11) (D) (Mss H L Denson) B RoOml 706 R Cochrane 11 

0«t S3LARS7DflM(tB}(CpJ (TFNurBjMBel38 6 — — -MF4«of>3 

1-036 SHARP REBUFF PS) (D) (D M AhW) P Uadr 8&6 SSmtHil 

CD203 GREAT CHILD (S) (D) (Saond &/Bl) M State 3 B 9 JMU5V 

OGOST W (LudVtort3^flCTOiton4Sfi^ TSperte4B 

■30603 MAWBtOO (44) (0 ) (Mte C taxb llty) G Yiragg 48 7 GMssn(5)2 

-UdwinJ- 

BETT1NG: 5-1 Shawm, 6-1 Sotor Stone, 7-1 W®, 8-1 SpeedbaB, IWs Suitff**, Graal ClrfkL 16 - 
1 Mmfneo, Qubsbs Coesid, CstostW Key, 1M HI Mod, 14-1 Sharp Ratault MiAsdctar 
1996: Ken Eunms 3 8 5 J Rjrta* 14-1 [C SnMh) ten (0) 6 ran 
FORM GUIDE 

Thets«rBtelQngw*fMpeAjlyfiut6PEHJBAIl.whatr*ratodsiwMfyonlhBunteiour»d 

sale of the course when eWith of 25 to Jo Mel at Ascot tat Bme. Beaten a neck by 
Green Jewel at Newmarket to May Speedbel Is ready far a decent win Judged on hs 
subeattjontshowtogs bttefa^ Tbyseer here and Law Cbmmtaion M Goodwood. MWtaaf 
Bal raw Sote Storm fdoWy and the art looks SBure to make a bold bid after Ws maW- 

an wto hare and WahimtlcapauoceiBjstohl^ior today) from cowse.speeialstSomar- 
ton Boy and toe kvfonn Safio ai Ayr. Shawm 6 another on a hat-trick tofar iteying 9st 
7ij at ftotoSaitdowitwid off toe 7lb Nghor rating when beaBng Desmt Beeufy af Hay- 
dodt. Up a tether 8b today, Shawm Is far from out of 8 in hfe present fann Yalta, flopped 
to a datoier to July; to decent on ids day over this bfa as he showed when mefttog a# to 
bant S* St jofm atKomptan {«*> nigher today} 17 days aga Kale Sautter aanrHaft 
PW to&W race feet year and te reedy to taka some beaUng again aftnr toowng an irv 
kicky loser In tl*d to Epic Stand. MmAngo won teeo handtoaps test season and thus 
svface Qttong fim a teiltofl chance today sateetlorE SPEEDBALL 


4.00 


CONSTANT SECURITY MEDIAN AUCTION MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS E) £8,000 2YO 1m Penalty Value £6^24 

32 N3llUBpqVldinlte^RnaRMUd)RAtahuatB0 — .J tester 5 

BENJAMM FRAMC (Dr Frarti S B Ctoo) S Woafc 9 0. 


-KFMhB 


2 IN6TWCnVE(MNCEStSA)(339<QWbid)LadfMhgktoSO- 
DOU8U HWH) find tfddehm ftrtmobyj M Jdnsn 9 0_. 

8 FBlRLSS BRAVE (20) (Guy Seed) CThanton 90 

0 GENERAL 1IONOC (16) [LadOnKn) DHrtlygD 

0 OJliWBtllOHBG J2BptolAsian Reflate BoeBt 90 


J. Dettori 12 


DHoBand 11 

DwmllcKaomia 
,RHBs7 




0 G\AU1HNi.(20) (iatojsi Htorg) 8IAMhan90 MWiMtia 

08 JOUYHACK(27)(T8B|PMc£&ia*t JUcGomn] J09«a90 

..K Daisy 10 
„T(Mnn16 
— mi 


MANUFIIN(AiyhllBitoRJDhnscn>tegHon90. 

Q RASOEIB4OfflE5(20| (PDStol) MlruAtosBO 

65 CHH CmUNEYpS)[WJ Cracky) B Mi 89 

04 G0UmmE(aB)(NSlbrg)MJbnraS9 


000 JOU RUX(21) (Jd F* Panwrehip) JVknwigtBS 

K HUNTHOHPEpajpHFfeJJCtearBB 

0 SrOA«SH0flffi(ljSAJ(^ WtoC»«OTJ)MS*x*8B. 


..GmCGcwnanB 

.TW Bmu i 

.NDsyS 


JfMdU 


bme. Prompt Defivwy has Iks ter share of rwsght 

WALMGATE HANDICAP (CLASS D) £8,000 added 1m 2f 
85yds Penalty value £6,680 


2.30 


SlO-OO so® WAVY (T7) tA J McDcnto^ T Cakhel 596 


.JCwnH 




iSo ScmureipPYBS30 fiai'to) ^ ln ? 5 ^_. E 


jomutms 


30013 SUPREME SOUND (1« afc'PWHan^ P Hl»3 1 Blj . ~ • K FB#0 " 10 


340630 PRWCESSnAMiLLE(S)(bl (VVs Mencn W«*hsml W Mwr 5 a 6 -JMf9 

H SSKi^teaBtK- — 


405312 TMlULAH BELLE (10) (0) (BQ Raon g) N (MM* 4 8 7 . 


— .J> Hoited 11 
.__JWwrari 

flKSfiKTH55DBK , (fi # ^^ .-Kiwsye 

- is dedarad - _ 

BEITMCb 7-2 T W4nfh Bate. 9-2 Suprenw Sound. M Ksmln, 7-1 KtateU. 8-1 Meter RssnML 

sser.KRBSffw iss.— »— 

FORM GUIDE 

TT* s a comP^fiw atlak 

and ■BiaiWi Bene. On a pound batter terms. Such an kn- 

Sbund Sfas- hancktoa 7»teh 

presswe * tha hands ol and 

Bate dW nothing wrong knows her so writ For the aao- 

she is capable erf 


-16dacknd- 

BBT1NG:1V4DWtodam Danes, 100-30 Achate*. B-1 CUn Chtadiwy, 8-1 PmdaHitMriat, 10-1 
St Ckb Sborae, Matompa, VM GoftAuna, JH othacs 
1998; Cybsrwaincfaw 9 0 M Hk 7-1 (S Ms) dram M) 14 ran 
FOm GUIDE 

WWi this wtra furtong to hWp and with hte debut form boosted DISTINCTIVE DANCE 
togotogtobedtotauicto beat FranktoDettonfai^toflrafasndDisaricSvtJDsncefto- 
atteg n iwRy good stylo al Epsom (71) to spto Name Of Lore and Celtic Pageant ThsJ 
wtorartumed owr Rawlasa at Newmarket on SKurday and Celtic Pageant was ttmtfit 
good enough to have a bash at the Udde Hark. CafOc Ffcflaanft yard goes w®> the 
main dengsc AchHaa, who has shaped vral on brth Ns startMhe latest ewer Ws trip 
at Goodwood when beaten undar a length by GodolphWB Mutawwa), who had shown 
top farm previously There was a sceabte gap back to the tf*d when Nunthorpe was 
beam a neck by Prompr Deivery (runs in Ihe nxaary at 2DQ) M PorMtaa (8fl on Ids 
second Mart But aha was some way behind Nans Of Lme on her debut at Redcat It 
remains to be eaen by how much Go Htune and Si Clatr Sham h^roM on their shew; 
ngs behtod EatoSMS ar Kemptort. Setartoa DtSIWCTIVE DANCE 


4.30 


STONEGATE LIMITED STAKES (CLASS D) £8,000 added 
1m 4f Penalty Value £6^)04 


308808 HCWB8nCBS(M(n(PMIimRBdngUqiteJRMiBHri5«4 JPartunaB 

23602 BUY fllKHWACKB? (12) (T S Cf*fl L« M fW*y 6 B 2 RCootnmB 

2284U COUJWCOC6(M}PBYtt*i)iasASwWiank602~_ 5&nkra4 

3(21- RIMOREWBST (377) (Q(toD(MrMighQDAri]i6nA4B2 LDRW1 


1 If* MB8r(07)©|(eFH'HHHPl»«ftM9tonHPCab5a2 — 
30EE0 CELESTIAL CH0A pa (CQJBtaOMtoSytog) JLE^e 791..... 
24640 Q<^ PETITE (25) (toaOMBdtwri 1*8 JC8CJ4BQ 


.TOterfl 


-KMon3 


JCsnoBIO 


66034 fWWOT GAMES pq (AC0hgtety4teiBnzie)M9WBS8it_ 


_JfUd2 


205000 H»IWMIfSTRAL(USq(q(AfcrtcftchBUd)MJoffBton3fl9 
035000 »sreifW(8)rCWSUTTiB0RJdTi9crHa#ton3Ba 


-.D Horn 7 8 
JCDartayia 


hastfwodsidftdrawtDCtei^w l*wterB«¥etad ran wdlfflt riste- 

S a dacerrt maidan. 

5soi 

L«<) U OatoW 5 9 It - - — 


1-850 ROW CaU8ADe (USA) p3) s lacng) ttf H*0(JSS 308 MU11 

SKI aAGSHpp»(RPHui>v»»u<jWBHBm3B8 TSpratatt 

•6000 KHABfAFI (38) (HHndan Al Uaktudl E Gtotap 3 B 8 HWsB 


■WO 00 

am JUST BOB (7) 


DHotend 17 


BEHW&IM ftdlW Ganwai H fflfyBurtwattei Hob BRffte RM«Mp. 7-1 OcpePk- 

Its, M CdMM Ctnb; 10-1 Marl, Hnppy MkntnL KhaMfl, 1S-1 Dten 
1996: Pu« 3 8 9 0 Urtka M (L Omari) rtaum fl fl ran 
FORM GUIDE 

The tough mm CELESTIAL CHOIR has done her meat recent winning ter Ofc Pears, 
thoutfi the substitution of Keren Fdlon wl hanSy be a hindrance: She hsatanca rut 
below farm stoea her ffantafract vrtn ten Tfcsaojoe; toough ifwe wes not much wrong 
wHh her fifth of * » Dantseque at Doncsstar h between. She goto an Bto pM wte BB- 
ly Bu ai ira ecfca r on hhydodt rurrtng behind MarsuL and tust a pound ptA wtm Oqw 
Ptotta oantortna hate behtod Honourabla. The PMcbi booking oraid mate a big *fer- 
ence and Oops Petde ran badly behind toteuabon at Doncaster iw time whan put back 

in (JistaricaHshB gat IZblfanaiOopaPettehte ante chancy fha^vManjFh faurth 

to Honourabla SetBCflOfi: CELESTIAL GHOR 


W-0 m"^592 

2GC0Q0 ROYAL gejj a 1 

00555 SSf 

SS MSSSKlSffKS'S'* V-- 

S SSBJ5gg£S!«"-* , '==- 

440000 


.MFWteniA 


GPartkfflSB 


5.00 


EBF SANCTON MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS D) £8,000 


KDteeyB 

.JH«18V 


,G Da * 110 

_JC*rnl3 


200305 

(MOOS POUT 


«SffiawPBS“- 5sate 


Mrs Pi 


gS SHADOW 


j|HMy(3)3 
_KMW4B 
_JSSa«W1 

4 "fe. ,^J. Q«roock 21 B 

dpJmubs TWtel as 


_ added 2YO 6f Penalty Value £5,744 

34 ASYAAD (USA) (1£9 (Sikm Bel Cftekla) B Hk B 0 

QANCMG DBMSH (Mss V Hi) 1 Baking 90. 


4 

0 MASHA#- (26) Kendal AJ J G*dB(t 00— 

2 HYBBD pi8(lteB^A^lhBLParait90 


_K Daisy B 


JJHdtodS 


J.1MM3 


02 wolFHUHTPR (MsaswOureMPI 
AU. OUR BLESSWGS (Mdtetam fttot 


.J Weavers 


42 


RKtagiPHBBkn89^H 


-S Bandars? 


.JRMnsT 

— BKk4 


-Bteckrad- 

■EnMblMIBNMLTaMvmAVI Wa»iu«, 1 MRyte«M.M MartM,1Mt»BA»lB- 

on, M-1 Danotoa Deni, 25-1 Mf (tor Btastoga 

FORM GUIDE 


BenWG-y-IMooBwcAW 


jysi Boh, 10-1 Brsco^ 1 


BaaaWto* 


tan 




3Gffi&sss^~- l ssRSS& 


RACING RiSULIS. 


2.m . .. 

atawasss* 

"®!5 SSSSl 
Kfif8!SSrSSl» 
“*^-eSas!5SB 

feKBiasrssMFS 


Sal castle (T sprato) 

C8F:W«. vnHWEllMJMurtft.lt 


KM; 4. Koaavo 50-1 
TtooOn The Bridfle. fc 2^ 

imb HYm WJQ. £233, E?wU tllOtt 



^^RKmUCTURE (J W0B«) ft-Tt 
VEiStog Bear 7 - 2 ; 3. Vfafl Warned 

W A SSvt f* 5 J >W8: *** - 

*** 2fl <■«» CALCOLATON (C 
5 ?-. 9 Liatad Accouitl4fl»qa- 

^Bassaate' 


E2KDQ 

Ptecepot £1230 0«I«^ 
pface B: £3832. PlaeaStCBBB- 

WARWICK 

•ff-asffisSS 

23ft 1. WMBStAR (A Oak) 


SJXt 1. RED LEGGINGS (M Mb) B4; 
2. Spraa Ron 33-1; 3- dare KKa U 
r*i 94kvMoaishedPw an. 

TblK £450; E1B0L M0 £3.70 DR £12610. 
CSf: H4M7. Tto £32170 NR: The Rob* 
X3ft 1. CARRY TNE FLAG (7 OtifiJ 
KXWOfBr; 1 Opp<*»» LMdBr M; 8. 
Heathyurd* Stwl'i 7-1 12 rah- 
(PCdeV TMtoSSOQ; £2130 £2Sa C2SD DT: 

canon CSP; £2534. THcaat £131267 TWo; 

fifl^UMtBeaion _ . 

ADOS 1- BIEWBURY HILL y Bkd) W 

tav; 2- May Quean BBegen 33-1; 3. Deffiwd 
RaatoreM ISiaraftrfi (SJdwcrftTga: 
£330: £iaa swa £2Ja DF; £34i7a CSF: 
C9L7a Tho: £20490 , . 

4^1.naHTWGTWES(DM«Eo»to) 


nored. uod nothing has been 
beard of it since. Instead, a fur- 
ther asucsMUfiit armed yes- 
terday morning for the 37rh 
year of the Levy scheme. The 
previous hill was for year 35. 
There has never been any men- 
tion of the L1U.U0O or so which 
should presumably be due for 
the year in between. 

In tret. NAPP owes nothing, 
because il has mu been taking 
bets. The Levy Board, howev- 
er, docs mu know this, and its 
procedures therefore appear 
sloppy, to say (he least “This 
is evidence dial off-course 
bookmakers are being allowed 
to trade fur well owr a year, and 
perhaps indefinitely, without 
the need to make any payments 


to the Levy Board, while con* 
tinuing to eoUeCt the money 
from pumas* bL-ts, n Mtdtael 
Singer, NAPP's chairman, said. 
“If we had been a rogue book- 
maiu-T. or simply gone bust, ei- 
ther way the Levy Board wwdd 
not have received payment." 

The Board thus stands ac- 
cused of Caning in its duty not 
just to racing, but also to pun- 
ters. In Ihe past year akrac, three 
bookmakers have gone bust 
owing large sums to their cus- 
tomers and to the Levy Board. 
Or reflection, then, Rodney 
Brack, the Board’s chief exec- 
utive. may wish he had not 
told a trade paper recently that 
Customs and Excise cnuld do 
mure to monitor bookmakers 


who fell behind with their 
monthly doty, payments. “We 
opted," he was quoted as sav- 
ing. -that in a number of recent 
failures, something like nine to 
10 months of payments were 
outstanding. If Customs could 
take action after, say, three 
months they might prevent cer- 
tain bookmakers incurring big- 

• to lh(- TVHHt 


Australians 
to take key 
England posts 


where they can’t pay punters." 

AS NAPP points out with 
epical directness, “talk about 
tetetde calling the pot black". 
Bock was unavailable for com- 
mcm yesterday, but premised to 
release a statement today hav- 
ing digested NAPP’s allega- 
tions. That is a process which 
may require plenty of Rennies. 



'sMn»TCcrare tHMET - 


NOTTINGHAM 


—Martin Dwjnr 2 
_ R1Uan(5)1B 


HYPERION 

2.10 High Money 2-40 Needle Match 3.10 Win- 
ston 3.40 BaUasllla 4.10 Basman 4.40 Secret 
Ballot 5.10 Philosophic 


V OT» TWCW»efiEYfS)WW*k*3e3 

C WJBOO WO METTLE tt»j j R» j» jp 

BErretCk « CMPWw Wl. 1 Ck teM. 

OmoOnr. W-i H®P« »«*». 

14-1 knpuWw An DmBo, La ChUtefc*. 1M «**« 


GOING: Good u Firm. Fun m otacao. 

STALLS: 5f & 6f - stands sda: rentanoer - 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: ttgh numbora usuASy Ewsa for 5f&fii 

• Left-hand ova) course Rat and gafapmg wan easy toms. 
•Course a 2m east o! cay off B6S6 Ncttmctoam station an. AD- 
MISSION. Club C12. TMtersafe CE Stoer R«g SA. CAR PW9K: 
Free parking oKMabte 

• LEADING TRAINERS: J Dunlop — 30 winners from 120 run- 
ners grots a success ratio Ot far**. Mn> J Ramadan w tram 95 
(M7*o|". Sk U Prascott t 2 Iram 4$ (3&7V: R Hannon 12 from 
62 (74int 

• LEADING JOCKEYS: G OuffiaW 2Q wm from 129 rtoes gnr« 
n success, rata of tSST-t.; W Ry*n T7 tram tig Hal'S); Paul Ed- 
dery 15 from 91 (165^1. J Quinn is (rain T79 (8-iM 

• FAVOURTTES: 2*6 wins in 768 races p47Y«X 

BLINKERED FIRST TIME: CajXato Btefy 1140 ); Doe Rym’B (44Q) 


3.40 


PROP FORWARD MAIDEN STAKES 


<6lASS D) £4,750 added 2YO 5f 

ocjoo CAPBMN8BA0YOS) WGU lunar 90. DMcGafflimaB 

£ SWBir (23) Lonl 9 B ^. WRyan B 

LAMDRF UH H Cdte gtoga 9 D M ^SHWr2 

« MAfflCPWejSfTjOSiHnBJD *,2S!!EE 

0 R0BL BLUE (IT) ULSbar 90 

M SHAmWSHONOUR(TnWjBVB9a-.- : -.. Gffad 10 
3 T&marr(TqQLa*90 ^ P»UErato y17 

5 BALIASBAA 112) 3 Raing 8 9 D *2 

0 COUH*ROSEp9)SCWiWteB9-.--Pttete5«W 
a On5tALU3UGH(11jGCk«vcfaB HF&tort flJJ 

S JKWQ(153) RHsnnon B9 &** <£*■*’ 

6 NEWALAG) WHaggasSB — VLTS! 

23 ODETTE S2i) (BF) Sr M Rwow S 8 fiMkWfl 

03 MBBiABJUQBSipi) GQAqidBS — JL Hodgson 12 

QUITE HAPPY ry.Scargl 85 JOulrailB 

&annuxfSM5d89 -Aggyr 

£5 S7UICIA(18|3»fc£»anB8 □ Canw 13 

-17‘ 


2.10 


SECOND ROW SELLING STAKES 
(CLASS G) E2JB75 added 2YO 1m 54yds 

550 BLUE DSBTT (ITT) U BUSH J)HoS«(5)W 

COBPASaOtWTEWGM Toner Btl _D S wi w y (3) 9 


BETTING: M Shtfonfa Hmwr, lOMO-fcntacy.M Odetra, 6-1 Erai- 
oanL B-1 Jaw*, ta-i Magic ten, a lads, 28-1 ohm 


10099 BfPHtfMS GOLD (16) iCarrpbelSii AUackay5 

5550S3 HIGH HONEY (7) GUMS Bit. _J>ato6d(teyi3 

00 irENOTVEIIUMB) (21) A Snoh B 11 .JIA<km7 

0 PERFECT WAY (29) ttsNMacaJey 8n. ..P OoanriMd 12 
0 PMQE OF FASMON (14) S Kn0*t 8 if - .SopMslflKMI4 

0663 ROYAL GROUND [U) (BF) M OamCnB 11 GHtadM 

4 SHARP MONKEY (IQ bfeNMacakySH — S«Mtew2 

0 WHDSPffl) (10) B 8 II P Roberta (3) 15 

Off BLANCHE THE ALMOND (11^ CSTOh 8 6 A Calm 1 

050340 CANDYTIMIST (21) Ren Thompson 86 _Jtt*m17 

504003 CHBBSHB3 (23) N TnUa B 6 _.GDUB»kl8B 

0 CRYSTAL R»TS»p3)G0toO)B 86 K Hodgson B 

00 LfTtLE CRACKS (14 ANewcarbeBB SDreunlt 

6 063000 MUJA’S MAGIC (14) K hoy 8 6 .GFkdoMrG)3 

V 00 1UDU.TRDPK(7) WHoggasSfi FLpcbfO 

BETTKGII-A RoyM Ground, 4-1 High Monay, S-1 Ctertsted. 1M Bha 
Doseit 8-1 Oitoorort Gold, 1M Sharp Hoatay, «-t atom 


4.10 


DYNASTY INTERNATIONAL MAIDEN 
STAKES (CLASS D) £5,100 3YO 1m 2f 

M325 BASHAM (33) 5 Smart 90 — J Slack 9 

00 BOO KNOWS (19) fUtotste rtx^^Rn 9 0 ACWkl 

0 DANJH.’S MASCOT (90) A Nmstn 9 D GDuMM2 

HBLA2EKMcAuMb 90 ..DanaOTkM5 

05 IYSAMDROS (22) J Gosden 90 GHW18 

30-300 MUTABAH (USA) (13) X Ltartd 9 0 Plte Eddery 7 

00 PLEASURE BOAT (tQN Graham 90 JIHkwmrB 

0 CAPE SIREN (3) H Ryiai B 9 G Cater 3 

-20500 OMBSUNGpajHCandyflP— ..C Rutter B 


M SIXSHOOTHI (tBJEVfeymeeBB JQuhm4 

-lOdaeknd- 

BEnTWL- 1-4 Baeraan, 6-1 Lysandraa, 10-1 HUebtri. 18-1 Bob Knom, 
20-1 DAMnfr Pkaeum Boat 2 S -1 Cape SUn. 3B-1 oHtera 


aTSnl HOOKER HANDICAP (CLASS E) £4,025 
Z™1 added 3YO 1m 2f 


2.40 


FLY HALF HANDICAP (CLASS E) (DiV 
I) £4,025 added 1m 54yds 


naan CORPORAL NW (7) M R Boriey 4 96 R Studhnima p) 10 
3306 iea£MATCHp7JJONBi49? CUteberffitt 

-6000 STAROFRWG(B3) MHoato>an49 7 SDromS 

020140 KASSAUWWLRfl (DJDCheprnm 49 7-_^JL CteianeS 

0864 StSGAf»0J(i6)(O) jQ4hBn49e DOVtxahoel7 

205506 OMMEIKHAMPAWC(20) PFe^*s59ZD9iwenajr (3)14 

005300 OCHOSRiOS(21)BRMhMlG90 GDidBMdM 

36005 MURPHY'S GOLD (7) (D) ftftfiayBSB — «4artttDnyer7 
043002 DaJGHrOFDAWN(1fl)(05EWwtoS8l2.. 


1 60000 PRAED(TUSp6R(knnan97 JknaOTM13 

2 30W REGALRSWMAND(27)(C9GLaMs9B.>JU&iday1B 

3 602300 NOBLEDAME(30) P Han£93 ^CrfWWl 

4 8800 MADE BOLD [1 6) H Ortf 9 2 CRuB»3 


5 03(600 DOC FMWfi (36) M Rjon 8 6- — _P McCabe (3) 2 B 

6 214306 SECRET BALLOT (fl(CT) KMeW 8 6 — l «JUCamor4 

7 50601 BARE TALENT (18) WSGcBn^ 8 G. fl Brunch (3) 6 

8 546 CtHNDLarSHALLD^UHMtonabafi AChritll 

9 D08» RUmSYBStL(1B)JDukp89 GCartarlB 

6 480340 TABASCO JAS (7) BMwhnBS .WRyanlO 


... _S Canon (1)3 B 

6 00026 eCa«CRS(9)(CD)RHDlnrfiaa1480 -11 

ff OO&fQ HOMESTEAD (JO) ID) R Homan 389. DmCTNeBIB 

■a 060000 SHARP RETURN (7^ M Rjen 3 B 0 PMcCM*(3)9 

6 060000 UP •( FLA4CS (93) (D) SRBowring6B7 — CTkagun(3)1 
14 004630 08^881(33) DSmfftQ 88 W Ryan 18 


HI WMfU i imu, |e f « nwwii 

It 6S0Q WHITS THAT MAN ps} (D) S C Wtems 6 6 — S Drama 12 
e 55001 GALLAMT HHGHT8 (23) G Bwery B B — A Whelan (3) 15 

6 562000 QOF0RGHB9lf10)DrJScagl86 JCUM7 

M 6056 B. FALCO (FR) (9) Prescott 83 GDuSeWS 

c 0040 RY«a PUP (33) B Megan 6 2 &HMI4 

6 30200 BEACH BUOY pi) JHVtecn 81 AMactoyS 


B 442632 MAYOUEBIHEGAMp)M5AK)n0462_^-NAdWlB 

« 004000 SOAWNG (IflW M Ushar 7 B 1 

ff 042548 lCATtEKDIIMtE«JHM*Qn4g0 AUecAer4V 

S M0 FALCON RIDGE (90)JF» 3 80 H MUta R 6 

-18 dedarad-' 


D 4UOV nt NAUlBWI »***■> v 1 ■■ J - 

ff 05016 T1PPB«AilYSUNSEtmp])JJGU>8l-PBradtoyrf)17 

6 66203 FOOUSH FUFITER (B) R BBstoian 7 O ^NAdaowB 

-18 dedarad - 

BETTINQ: M Ffagel Reprimand, 1^2 Fartasy Qri, 7-1 Node DenOjfr 
1 Sacral BaW. *1 Praudfcia, Doc RyAffAi Cheratete HelWIfa^Thit 
Men, GeBreit Height*, 1S-1 athen 


BETTING: 1 V2 Nasdk Hatch, 6-1 Iftjr Queen Mtgen, 7-1 Hontosttad, 
S-lK«H»taaB3e,MBMOfQwn,B-lStoBacd«\1MUi»ito/»^ 
Ocbos Rtoo, 1M Scadcte, Gudmaratein Part, 14-1 uBwra 


5. 10 


FULL BACK HANDICAP (CLASS F) 
£3,300 added 2m 


3.10 


30000 

22160 

054503 

Q05SQ6 

02366D 

4644 


FLY HALF HANDICAP (CLASS E) (D(V 
IQ £4,025 added 1m 54yds 

DUELLO (K) M flhnsteKf 69 6. WPfmS 


1 -03C5 DAUMNFSPMffiF) JWbanon 4911 -ClOTttter (5)1 B 

2 404503 SALSEELADpM JFerahm3S6 -A Oar* 4 

3 NSIBD AURaiAN(l3)MBel395 GFtotorWIBV 


BIPUL9VEAnps)(Q) EMymnS96.. 

CATfORO (26) (D) G BeUng 4 9 8 


.JQutanl4 

5 Drams 7 


HEIESTOHOWE(7jRK«wn3ft7 WJ06nnar4 

PROCESS OF HEAtnS PM (O? Mfipe396JG DulMdll B 
OCCAM p£) G Magg 3 S 4 Jted Eddery 3 


30500 
406820 
t> 60600 
11 050508 
6 305000 
6 4(5004 
14 25000 
6 -00030 
6 000020 


liEZZORAffiO (7) (U) K Morgan 592 — R Ffamch (3) T7 V 

ALREE7(«3Sf)Bwrtag692 C1bagua(3D12 

MCAPBI ROCKS (92) >1 H Mean 4 B 6 


4 065233 PALABMON (13) G Baking 3 9 5 ^ DrtJwneS 

5 -04400 BEAUCHAMP HON (21) JOmicp 395 G Carta 2 

6 420460 MADISON WEL£0HE(16) «As JRenwfcn 3 830 Reera 1SV 

7 020000 SWLA«(23)(qJMBeey482 H HnvBn 10 

S 0-0365 CHARUEBKXTWE(30) lCan6bel792 

9 00322 PWU)SOP»C(7S) (BF) SrMPresct«392— .Glfaffla«7 

O 0503 HEARtWNDOW(41) ladHtengdcnSSI WRy«n3Y 


U61B1AM PM (D) A Nwcontoe 7B TL-D GriBUa (3) 10 

MNSraNp)(CO)JBetfiel48e CLoarthar(6}! 

NHTS BONANZA fl3)MDodsB8 6 SWhknlhB 

LORD oeroON (14) (CO) 0 4*011X51986 G Carter 9 

LACH«BAWE(iqGLraw387 MMmrnia 


QREKTCH0(2Q Bdb Jones484 F Baton 15 

AXEMAN (9) MVfanaSB4 A WWW (3)6 


1) 321440 K&PSAKEpS) (BF) MUsner390 nSW«17 

fi 484655 GOLDBI l&0DY(7) M FtoafflrvasSBG-.JFte* (7)14 
6 -00330 DAZZLING STONE (34) Laty Herrtw 38 11 — D O’Shea 18 

14 oeooae C0NTRARC(WMRysn4B6 

6 -wm ART (79) (RJ A Hams 58 6 .Pad Eddery B 

« 450056 WELCOME HOME (21) P0sk«t387 ,-jadmll 

17 004805 COURSE FfiMNG PI) BIAAbkto SBS^-JtFfcakto 1 2 

« OOOOOf SIH PAGEANT (J»J) K BndB*W B &3 JftanW13 

-ISdecftred- 

Bn77NG: 74 PFHneopIdBi M FWaraw M Seto* lad, Hadtaon WM- 


TOWCESTER 


3.20 


BIDDLESDEN NOVICE CHASE (CLASS 
E) £4,075 added 2m 110yds 


HYPERION 

2.20 Shikaree 2.50 Prince Klnsky 3.20 
Rangftikel 3.50 Wlcfcens One 420 Solo Gent 
4-50 Squire's Oocarton 


GOING: Gaod to Finn. Fbm In ptaoaa. 

0 ngtt-hand uxktoltog crcaA Run-in d MOyte. 

0 Counre is on AS SE of town. Bus senrica front No r t ha mpton 
station. ADMISSION: Member? Ct2, Tettersafei CEL Steer ftng S4. 
CAft IWUC: Rbb or E® «rfth lour occupant* 

• LEADING THWNERS: K BaAoy 11-50 ®2%), Hra J Pitman 
7-34 (206%), C Brooks 7-35 (20%) R Curtis 6-17 (353%) 

• LEAOfiQ JOCKEYS: A MSBcdte 2030 (803%). J Osbonw 1381 
(213%), N WBhmwon 12-55 (213%) M A Htzgemkl T1-54 (2CW%>- 

• FAVOURITES; 66-420 (383%). 

BUMCERB} FWST TIME WWWiSpinmr^SCI: SgufttfeOacastart 

(45CJ. 


1 K3U2B QM«ep7)pJOara7tl5. — Wchte Brenwi (3) V 

2 QF-2P4 CHAPPUCQ (19) (D) Ha E Haeto TUB ATTaxTOn 

3 4S25 RAPWT»B<W)pi)|CP?CMBflnB®B_JIOate00dy 

4 0FR3P- WHAT B THE PLAN [379) B Pb8*» B 6 12 P Hartley (3) 

5 1W-3 EURO SINGS pjtgTtecMy 5 611 HJohnwn 

BETTBIQ: 11-10 RansMtoLM Eura Stagfe IMOwna. B-1 CUappucd, 
25-1 WM Ik Tbs Plan 


3.50 


RON & BERYL LYON GOLDEN 
WEDDING NOVICE HANDICAP 
HURDLE (CLASS E) £2,325 added 3m 


[ 2.20 


KEVLftflE BUILDERS MERCHANTS SELL- 


ING HURDLE (CLASS G) £2^75 2m 5f 

iMFfaeBflS A P McCoy V 



(17) R Juctea S 6 6 — Gary Lyons 

54 TTflMASCItOWN(f5)UHBMfay6G12 UrPPMpa(7) 

PPO-C6 WOODLANDS ENERGY pity 9 MCtanJ B 6 7 C UeweSyn 

-4dMilerad~ 

BEfmttK SMnrae, B-lThoree* Cro»m,7-1 JuitRr AttaemttDod- 
Mndi Energy 


l S4SSF- KARENS TYFHCWNP4l)TNbGevBfrifi«»-_APileCoy 
a HYWAHBORp«9M Campion 9 117 --'NMtfrtrrt 

3 360G SP1RU LEVEL (Z7) JR PB!fti08 11 3 -Jir S Dy a* (7) 

4 oa *32 WCKBWON£p9)DGera^ly7llD . BBoppM 

5 JFP6P SttffTUfDfiPOSatp? CJones9611 -R-W^rt 

6 UIPG4 NERO'S Qai (53) C Jtoanr B 6 fl JOB** 

-S dedarad- _ 

BETTING: iM WWa» On*. 1M spht LeyL J-a Ren o's Typhonn. 
7-1 Hy Wentot 14-1 Nente Gwn.20-1 SweflyObpoMd 

ULL1NGSTONE LOVELL WCAP CHASE 
(CLASS E) £4,075 added 3m If 

P36P-1 SOLD GOT^ A P Janes BT1 6 SHeNsB 


4.20 


2.50 


KPMG PASAS NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3^50 added 2m 


Fib CHALKYCMNCm(n) NCoangMbBfiVe VSMh 

Asm- DB)RBlGKHGHrpfl1)NJftn*M762 JMrflttMiiyp? 

M KARACHI (PM) JJraapi76 12 — LHenray 

STY CLASS (19) Cf 
40343 W? MONTAGUE (22)1 


4-2 IMSTYCLASS(mCBroraa66l2 GBradey 

jTQa«ly5fli2 AJotoww 

JB0DP- ROSSSX ISLAND (2E2) IA*JP4W6 612 R Rente 

nnitallUOat 


Pel -33 Kffi 1 IT ZPP6D pi) O SnOTCOO 7 IJ 7 ; ->Osbon»H 

3 -5626 JMI VALENIKE (28) (CO) DWWton 11 4 . WMwaton 
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The king awaited news from the 
English Hockey Associalion 
on the appointment of a per- 
formance director and the new 
England men’s coach is yet to 
break. Yesterday il was still Tto 
comment” although it is com- 
mon knowledge in Australia 
that two of their leading coach- 
es arc moving to England. 

Chris Spice, formerly assis- 
tant coach to Ric Charlesworift 
and the Australian Women's 
Olympic gold medal winning 
squad, has been selected for the 
performance director post, 
which will cover both men and 
women, and Barry Dancer for 
the men's job. 

Dancer, a former Australian 
international left-half, was 
coach lo the Australian Under- 
21 side which took gold 10 days 
ago in ihe World Junior Cup at 
Milton Keynes. 

David Whittle, the England 
manager, said yesterday thal he 
was unable to confirm the ap- 
pointments, but if they were 
correct he welcomed the news. 

“With the World Cup just six 
months away, it is vital to get 
the coach in post- We have al- 
ready lost loo much lime. I 
hope he will be able to come 
with us 10 Cabo al the end of 
ihe month for the Six Nations 
. Tournament and be able to 
: make his own assessment of our 
i players," Whittle said. 

“We have some good Eng- 
: lish coaches, but Spice and 
: Dancer are professionals and if 
' their appointments go ahead it 
will be wonderful news for 
• English hockey." 

Tfcxnmy Miller, the Clifton 
captain, has been recalled to the 
i England women’s squad for 
: two training matches against 
Germany in Cologne on 18 lo 
: 19 October. Miller retired after 
■ the Atlanta Olympics, but has 
i decided lo return. Maggie 
Souyave. the England coach, has 
: named seven Olympians in- 
j eluding Karen Brown, ihe 
; world's most-capped player. 
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MOTOR RACING 


Takage signs 
for Tyrrell 


The British Formula One team, 
Tyrrell, have signed the Japan- 
ese driver, Toranosuke Takagi, 
as one of their grand prix dri- 
vers for next year. 

Tyrrell announced that they 
had signed up the 23-year-old 
for the 1 998 championships, af- 
ter he proved “impressive'’ as 
a lest driver, with more than 
1,200 miles behind the wheel 
for the constructors this year. 

Takagi, who will be the sixth 
Japanese to become a Formu- 
la One regular, has also com- 
peted in Japan's F3000 
Formula Nippon series and se- 
cured pole position in four of 
the seven rounds so far this sea- 
son. 

“Tbra is already a star in his 
own country, and we believe he 
has the potential to become the 
best Formula One driver Japan 
has ever produced.” Bob 
Tyrrell, the team's commercial 
managing director, said. 

Tagaki will join up with Jos 
Verstappen at Tyrrell, while 
the Finn, Mika Salo. is trans- 
ferring to Arrows. 

Fisa, the governing body of 
international motor sport, will 
consider bringing back Friday 
qualifying sessions for Formu- 
la One Grand Prix races next 
season at its annual meeting in 
Paris today. 

Friday qualifying was 
dropped this season and only 
the Saturday session is being 
: used to decide the starting 
grid. 
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Christian Dailly relaxes at Derby County’s Pride Park stadium where his consistent appearances in defence have helped his Scotland career 


Photograph: Peter Jay 


Dailly grind can bring World Cup reward 


Christian Dailly may 
enjoy rock festivals but, 
as Phil Show discovered, 
next summer he would 
rather get his fix of that 
special atmosphere 
created by crowds of 
fans singing and swaying, 
by playing in front of 
Scotland’s Tartan Army 
at the World Cup finals. 


Footballers, according to the 
stereotype, holiday in Ibiza 
and regard Elton John as the 
adventurous end of a musical 
spectrum that starts with “Lady 
in Red**. Outmoded and unfair 
as Lhe image may be, Christian 
Daillv still stands out as an odd- 
ball.' 

As his contemporaries jetted 
off to Florida or the Caribbean 
at Lhe end of an arduous season. 
Derby County’s Scottish de- 
fender also headed west Where 
he was hound, however, there 
were no rounds of cocktails or 
golf, no sunbeds and no sun. 
Daiily's idea of getting away 


from it all was to stand in a 
farmer's rain-lashed field in 
Somerset for three days having 
bis senses assaulted. 

This year’s Glastonbury 
rock festival took place in what 
he describes as “knee-high 
mud". Conditions were so bad 
that his brother and the two 
friends with whom they at- 
tended were taking half an 
hour to wade from one stage to 
another. Dailly, having played 
on the treacly morass that was 
the Baseball Ground, jokes 
that he needed only five min- 
utes to move between gi^. 

His summing up of the fes- 
tival ritual - “watch bands all 
day, lie in the tent at night" - 
confirms him as, well, different 
(though he is considered a 
good mixer rather than an out- 
sider in the Graeme Le Saax 
mould). Surely, I suggest, a 
highly paid sportsman would 
prefer his creature comforts? “A 
hotel?" Dailly gasps, mortified. 
“No way! I’d never do tbaL" 

The side of Dailly that 
reveres Oasis and The Verve 
would love to return to “Glas- 
to" next summer, he even pre- 


sented one of his Scotland jer- 
seys to John Squire, late of his 
beloved Stone Roses and now 
playing up front with The Sea- 
horses. 

Yet his professional and pa- 
triotic side fervently hopes he 
will have a prior engagement, 
a four-yearly festival which also 
commands large crowds of 
singing* swaying people: the 
World Cup finals. 

Barring freak results, Scot- 
land will book their passage to 
France if they beat Latvia in 
Glasgow on Saturday. Dailly, 
who is in line for his fifth cap. 
reflects the cautious optimism 
that characterises Craig 
Brown’s meticulous style of 
management 

“Belarus were a decent side 
with a lot of guys who play for 
top Russian clubs," Dailly said. 
“Latvia are above them so we 
expect a tough match. But 
Craig will do his usual thorough 
briefing on their tactics and 
players. And if someone had 
said at the start of the campaign 
that we'd qualify if we beat 
Latvia at home, we'd have set- 
tled for that." 


The former Dundee United 
player, who will be 24 this 
month, may be a relative novice 
in senior international terms but 
he is no stranger to the global 
stage. Breaking into his home- 
town team at 16, he was 
promptly called into Brown's 
Under-21 squad and went on to 
gain 34 caps, a world record at 
that level. 

“I'm not sure if it's such a 
good record to have," Dailly ad- 
mits. “If Fd never made the ‘big' 
team it wouldn't have meant 
that much, but I was deter- 
mined to get in. I was on the 
bench once, as a striker away 
to Estonia in 1993, though it 
wasn't until this year that i was 
picked again. 

“The two Colins (Hendry 
and Caldcrwuod] were out. 
which gave me a chance in the 
friendlies against Wales and 
Malta, where I scored. I stayed 
in against Belarus in Minsk and 
again at Aberdeen last month." 

The catalyst in Daiily's 
breakthrough was a £lra trans- 
fer to Derby 16 months ago. Out 
of contract, he had talks with 
PSV Eindhoven. Caaliari. Celta 


Vigo, Coventiy and Manches- 
ter City before a combination 
of Jim Smith’s plans for him and 
a desire to inflict minimal up- 
heaval on his young family led 
him to the East Midlands. 

“It was the best thing ail 
round, because United also 
got some money they wouldn't 
have had if I’d gone abroad un- 
der the Bosnian ruling. 1 ended 
up making more appearances 
than anyone at the dub, and if 
you're doing well in the Pre- 
miership you’re bound to get 
noticed. Craig invited me to a 
winter get-together for his An- 
glo-Seois and told me then I 
hadn't been forgotten." 

The fact that Smith gave him 
a settled role furthered Daiily’s 
international ambitions. At 
Tannadicc he played “right- 
back one week, left wing the 
next, then centre-forward and 
after that centre-half". He 
feared he was becoming more 
than useful in several positions 
but excelling in none. 

“Sometimes you need a 
move to develop. There’s a few 
who ve come from United and 
established themselves in Eng- 


land - Kevin Gaiiacher. Duncan 
Ferguson and Billy McKinlay 
spring to mind - which tells you 
something about the coaching 
we received there." 

Derby's squad is as cos- 
mopolitan as they come, con- 
taining Danes, Dutchmen, 
Italians. Croats. Estonians. 
Costa Ricans and even the odd 
Englishman. But explains Dail- 
ly. the treadmill of domestic fix- 
tures allows little time for 
dwelling on the prospects for 
France 98. except when a player 
returns from some far-flung 
match, as Jamaica’s Deon 
Burton did on Monday. 

Pride Park’s solitaiy Scot- 
cum- member of the Wood- 
stock nation will be excused for 
making sure everyone hears 
about it if Latvia are van- 
quished. As pari of a younger 
generation that Brown has 
been easing into place. Dailly 
may have the opportunity to 
play in other World Cups. But 
the sound of Celtic Park ac- 
claiming Scotland’s advance 
would be music to his ears: as 
Oasis might have said, he is 
mud for it. 


Claridge to leave Leicester Huddersfield opt for double act Giggs likely to lead Wales 


Steve Garidge. whose Wembley 
play-off goal took Leicester Gty 
into Lhe Premiership two seasons 
ago. has been made available for 
transfer after failing to win a reg- 
ular place in the side this season. 

The 31 -year-old former Birm- 
ingham City and Cambridge 
United striker has seen his op- 
portunities reduced since the 
signings ofTony Cottee and Gra- 
ham Fenton. Garidge has had 
amicable talks with the Leicester 
manager. Martin O'Neill, who will 
now listen to offers. 

"The manager and fans have 
been great to me and it will be 
a shame to leave.” Claridge 
said. “However. I need regular 
first -team football and will con- 
sider any move." 

O'Neill is apparently ready to 
move tor the former German in- 
ternational centre-back. Dietmar 


Beiersdorfer. The 32-year-old 
flew in yesterday for talks abou t 
joining on a free transfer from 
the Italian side. Reggiana. 

The club’s chairman. Tom 
Smea (on. has promised to re- 
spond to O'Neill’s demand for 
money to strengthen his squad. 
The dub float on the Stock Ex- 
change later this month and 
Smea ton said: “We’re hoping to 
lake in £12ra and the money will 
go in all directions. 

“ Money for players has been 
my policy since 1 became chair- 
man and I can assure Martin that 
nothing has changed. I’ve nev- 
er given a set figure - but it will 
certainly be a substantial sum." 

The recuperating England 
winger Steve Stone has signed a 
new four and a half year contract 
with the First Division leaders. 
Nottingham Forest. 


Terry Yorath, the former Wales 
manager, yesterday revealed 
that he turned down the job of 
Huddersfield manager, prefer- 
ring instead to be Town's new' 
first-team coach. 

The new manager is the un- 
tried and untested Peter Jack- 
son. who up until the weekend 
was playing as a centre-back 
with the Vfruxhall Conference 
club Halifax Town. But Halifax 
arc to report Huddersfield to 
the Football Association over 
their approach to Jackson, 
which they say was illegal. 

The two men. who will work 
without contracts, take over at 
the First Division's dub from 
Brian Horton, who was sucked 
as manager on Monday along 
with his backroom staff. 

Bryan Richardson, the 
Coventry chairman, has asked 


the Fixn bull Association to show- 
video evidence to referee Peter 
Jones, who sent off Dion Dublin 
at Blackburn 10 days ago. 

Dublin was dismissed for vi- 
olent conduct against Colin 
Hendry, but television pictures 
showed that there was no con- 
tact by the striker’s arm. Hendry 
himself Is apparently willing to 
speak on Dublin's behalf. 

Walsall haw escaped any ac- 
tion by the FA following two 
pitch invasions during their 
Coca-Cola Cup lie with Not- 
tingham Forest at Beseot Sta- 
dium last month. A number of 
fans went onto the pilch to cel- 
ebrate Andy Wj (sun's winner in 
extra lime and hundreds ran on 
again al (he final whistle. 

The Blackburn defender 
Gary Crofi has signed a new 
four-year contract with the dub. 


Ryan Giggs is favourite to be 
named Wales' captain tor their 
final World Cup qualifier in Bel- 
gium on Saturday, but it will only 
be a onc-match appointment. 

Gould needs to decide on a 
new captain because Gary 
Speed, who led the side for the 
first lime in Turkey last month, 
is suspended. Mark Hughes, 
who would almost certainly 
have been next in line to lead 
his country, is also suspended. 

If he is chosen, lhe Man- 
chester United winger would 
become the second -youngest 
Welsh captain in history, after 
Mike England who was given 
the honour when he was 22. 

Gould said: “ I don’t want to 
make any announcement just 
vet. I hear what is being said 
about Ryan, but wc don’t fly out 
to Belgium until Thursday and 


we have a couple more train- 
ing sessions before then." 

The Republic of Ireland cap- 
tain. Andy Tiwnsend. has pulled 
out of the World Cup game 
against Romania on Saturday. 

The 33 -year -old Middles- 
brough midfielder is to have a 
scan after a knee injury in the 
First Division game against 
Sheffield United on Sunday. 

Tommy Wright and Danny 
GrilTin are nut of Northern Ire- 
land's squad for Saturday's 
World Cup qualifier in Portu- 
gal. Wright, the Manchester 
City goalkeeper, has suffered u 
recurrence of a persistent thigh 
strain. Griffin, the St Johnstone 
full-back, has an ankle problem . 

The manager. Bryan Hamil- 
ton. brings in Chester defender 
lain Jcnkias and the Blackburn 
goalkeeper Alan Fellis. 


Earle keen to show 
that England’s loss 
is Jamaica’s gain 


After waiting for a call 
from Glenn Hoddle 
which never came, 
Robbie Earle turned 
his attention 
elsewhere and now 
looks to be heading for 
the World Cup finals. 
John Carlin talked to him 
in Washington. 


It is not loo often in football a home 
that a player gets called up “The 
for his first international cap that it's 

when he is in his thirties, a small* 
Wimbledon's Robbie Earle team spi 
was in Glenn HoddJe’s reck- which is 
oning last season and came don. Jar 
very close to making it into tion try 
the England squad. identity 

Earle, who was 32 in Jan- thing I’* 
uary, was dying to be picked, been at 
In an interview with the In- been qui 
dependent in April, he said he to be he 
jumped whenever his mobile He w 
phone rang. “It’d be my cause at 
mum and I’d say. ‘Get off the of his tea 
line in case Glenn’s trying to Vinnie Ji 
get through 1 ." hind hin 

The call never came. And tuitous 
yet now it seems that, with a Without 
little bit of luck, he will be go- without 
ing to the World Cup finals his thou 
in France next year, playing showing 

not for England but for Ja- a smile, 
maica, whose squad he “I tfa 

joined in June. slightly 

Jamaica are second be- they've t 

hind Mexico in the Concacaf results h 

group, from which three We hops 
qualify, after drawing with the thing to 
United States in Washington little of e 
on Friday. One point from of profe: 
their last two 
games should see 
them through. 

How did it 
come about that 
he became a Ja- 
maican player? “I 
was sort of on the 
standby list n cou- 
ple of times for 
England last year, 
so obviouslyl was 
waiting to see if Earie: ‘A feeling of 
anything hap- trying to create a 
pened." he said, little bit of history* 
"Meantime. 

the Jamaican Football Fed- Earle 
enition spake to me -this was stituie it 
somethi ng that was always in over Can 
the background because both last mon 
my parents arc from Jamaica Jit for wf 
- and come the summer huge ga. 
nothing had happened real- vador or 
ly on the England scene. The q 

“I think the Taunted tie Earle, a . 
France was the turning point, three me 
Glenn Hoddle brought in any gem 
some young players there tional pr 
and it looked as though there sense of | 
wasn't going to be any op- viousfy IT 
portunitv internationally at himselt'ji 
that level, so I decided to go his obvio 
with Jamaica." ings, heft 

Earle does not sound vciy "I wa> 
Jamaican. He sounds as if he my first 
comes from. well, the place been Eui 
where he was born. New- to deny t 
castle-undcr-Lvmc. Watching u sense «: 
him train « ilh the Jamaican of Irving 
squad for the United States of his tor 
game, hi* manner seemed almost li 
decidedly English. somclhir 

Under the Brazilian lhatwou 

coach. Rene Stmnes. the fit- alieniior 

ness training included a From 

rhythmic clap and jump rou- "putting 

line which spurred some of stuff mi, 
the yi lunger players into a cnrnv. Fi 
sort of calypso frenzy. lips, ’it * 

Earl e follow c d the moves ce re. I f . i 
but he was not going to win footbaHi 
any dancing prizes. Tu be fair, his shot 
he had a bad knee which next year 
ruled him out of the came in in a nice 


Washington. But. generally, 
where his Jamaican team- 
mates were coltisbly exu- 
berant, he was quiet and 
restrained - a gently spoken 
philosopher-footballer who 
keeps his bead while all 
around are going bananas. 

Not entirely unlike the 
role he plays with the Crazy 
Gang, which is one reason 
why the transition from 
Wimbledon to Jamaica had 
proved, he said, something of 
a home from home. 

“There are simil arities in 
that it’s a small nation, we’re 
a small club. There's a lot of 
team spirit and camaraderie, 
which is similar to Wimble- 
don. Jamaica's a smaller na- 
tion trying to get a bigger 
identity and that's some- 
thing I’ve known since I’ve 
been at Wimbledon. So it’s 
been quite an even transition, 
to be honest." 

He was being honest be- 
cause at that very instant one 
of his team-mates, a wild-eyed 
Vinnie Jones type, walked be- 
hind him and gave him a gra- 
tuitous shove in the back. 
Without baiting an eyelid, 
without any visible break in 
his thought process, if only 
showing perhaps a flicker of 
a smile, he kepi talking. 

“I thought it might be 
slightly more difficult, but 
they've taken to us well. The 
results have gone quite well. 
We hope we’ve added some- 
thing to the squad. Maybe a 
little of experience, a little bit 
of professionalism." 

The '‘we" 
refers to himself 
and three other 
England-based 
players in the Ja- 
maican squad: 
Fitzroy Simpson 
and Paul Hall of 
Portsmouth, and 
Deon Burton of 
Derby County, 
who has scored 
eling of the decisive goals 
■eate a in Jamaica’s last 
history* three World Cup 
outings. 

Earle came on as a sub- 
stitute in two 1-0 victories 
over Canada and Costa Rica 
last month and hopes to be 
fit for what promises to be a 
huge game against El Sal- 
vador on 9 November. 

The question was whether 
Earle, a Jamaican for barely 
three months, had acquired 
any genuine stirrings of na- 
tional pride. “You do get a 
sense of pride." he said. "Ob- 
viously I’m Engl-", he checked 
himself just in time, betraving 
his obviously ambiguous feel- 
ings, before continuing. 

"I was bom in England, so 
my first choice would have 
been England. I'm not going 
to deny that. Bul you do feel 
a sense of pride and a sense 
of tiring to create a little bit 
of history for a country. It's 
alm« *st like being able to put 
something back to a nation 
that wouldn't get this kind of 
attention otherwise." 

From someone else that 
"putting something back" 
stuff might have sounded 
corny. From Robbie Earle's 
lips, it sounded totally sin- . 
cere. If. in the autumn of his 
footballing years, he wins 
his shot at glory in France 
next year, it couldn’t happen 
to a nicer man. 
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FIXTURES AND FORECASTS 


Nationwide Football League 
First Division 

1 Reading v Crewe . 1 

2 StocKpon v O/lord Uid 1 

3 Swndoo v Bury ’.,'l 

Ploying Sunday: Brnraigham v Wolves. 
Sloke v Port Vfele 


28 Rushdan v Hereferd -2 

27 Souttyort v Kidderminster 1 

Also playing (not on coupons): Gates- 
Head v Leek. Stevenage v Vtfakng. 


Whitbread Round the World Race 


Second Division 

4 Burley v Carlisle 

5 Chesterfield y Wigan 

fi Fufriam v Blackpool 

7 ijdfcigham v Wycombe 

8 Grimsby v Northampton . .. 

9 AAwal v Oldham 

10 Preston v Bournemouth ... 

1 1 Southend v Bristol Ccy 

12 Ybrit 1 / Bremfcrd 


Also ploying (not on coupons): Luton v 
Plymouth. Wa&al v Whatnam. 


Third Division 

13 Chester w Bremen 

t4 Dorwaslet v Hartlepool 

IS Hiil v Scarbotough 

IB Leyton Onern v Rotherham 

17 Uncotn v Torquay 

t8 MansfieW v Camfindge .. . . 

19 Notts County v Macctesffctd 

20 Peterborough v Cotdwster 

21 Rochaale v Dartngton 

22 Shrewsbury v Barnet . . 


World Cup qualifier* 

28 Greece v Denman* —2 

29 Stoversa v Croatia - — 1 

30 Georgo v Poland — -X 

31 Italy v England X 

32 nrtano v Hungry ... — X 

33 Swtreertand v Arerbajan 1 

34 Austria v Belarus .1 

35 Scotland v Latvia ...1 

36 Sweden v Estonia . - 1 

37 Cyprus v Luxembourg 1 

38 Russia v Biigarta ...1 

39 Ccech Remake v Slovaks X 

40 Malta v Yugcaavta 2 

41 Spatnv Faroe l6les — i 

42 Setcfcm v Wales 

43 Netherlands v Tukoy 1 

44 icaiand v Uechtenster 1 

45 Macedonia y Lrtnuarea . X 

48 Rept4>ic ol tetand v Romanta —X 

47 Armenia v Ukraine . 1 

48 Germany y Atoana 1 

49 Portugal v Nonhem Ireland 1 


0 Innovation Kvaemer 
©Meat Cup 
0 EF Language 
©SflkCut 
0Chessie Racing 
0 Toshiba 

© America's Challenge 
©Swetfish Match 
@EF Education 
flji Brand Sunergy 


Gloomy forecast leaves Merit Cup in depression 


SaoPedroe 
San Paulo 


Pamaitra 

r ® 


After 17 days at sea, the 
leaders in the 
Whitbread Round the 
World Race are 
approaching half-way on 
the first leg to Cape 
Town, but, as Stuart 
Alexander explains, the 
weather still shows no 
sign of lending the fleet 
a helping hand. 


Abo playing (not on coupons): I 
Scottbh League Third OMstorc 
County v Ciueens Park. 


Fortaleza 


Fernando da Norortha 


Also playing (not on coupons): Caidrfl i 
Scunthorpe. Ejretpr v Swansea 


Pour draws: Shrewsbury v Barnet North- 
wicti v Hsrtieslord Italy vEnqiand. Mace- 
donia v Urhuaria 


BRAZIL 


GM Vauxhall Conference 

23 Kamborougn v Morecflinbe 2 

24 Haves v Slalybodge i 

25 NorttiwKh v Hednesfard X 


Five a ways: Northampton Cambridge 
United Morecambe Denmark. Yugoslavia. 
Ten homes: Rearing. Swmdo>t. Fulham, 
Chester. Peterborough. Switzerland. Scot- 
land. Span. Nomeiands. Germany 


A favourable wind remains a 
pipe dream for the 10-boat 
Whitbread fleet, with Gram 
Dalton in Merit Cup fore- 
| casting a lung haul upwind 
while heading down the coast 
of South America. 


“We have just received a 
long-range forecast which has 
made a couple of the guys 
question ibeir desire to con- 
tinue living." said Dalton yes- 
terday, as Merit Cup was 
reaching towards the island of 
Fernando Naronhu.'it's going 
tu be hard on the wind after 
the island and on down to the 
next mark, the Ilha da 
Trindadc off southern Brazil, 
and beyond. 

“The South Atlantic high is 
in the southern ocean, spinning 
south-east winds off the top of 
it. and it's forecast to stay there. 
This is not good.'' 

Although Dalton's deci- 
sion tii .switch direction carlv 
in the hope of finding a more 
favourable line to the Brazil- 


ian coast paid off when he re- 
gained second place from Paul 
Cayard’s EF Language, it has 
doubled the distance Dalton is 
behind the race leader. Knut 
Frostad. in Kvaemer. 

The Norwegian, whose 48- 
mile advantage will take a lot 
of hard work to whiLtie down, 
was beating upwind into 15 to 


20 knots and big waves. “The 


boat is taking a serious ham- 
mering," Frostad reported, 
“but seems to handle it well.” 

ALso working upwind is the 
British entry Silk Cut, with 
Lawrie Smith having estab- 
lished a comfort zone in fourth 
place, 16 miles from Mark Fis- 
cher on Chessie Racing in 
fifth. However, the I5S miles 
by which Smith trails Frostad 


is a big. though not impossible, 
challenge. 

For the first time since 
they left the Solent on 21 Sep- 
tember. the women's crew of 
^ Education, skippered by 
Christine Guillou. have moved 
ofF the bottom. 

. Th*-’ Iasi bout is now Brunet 
Sunergy. as Hans Bauscholte • 
plays a cautious game after los- 
trig two foet off his rudder in 
a collision with a whale. 
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Home-grown 
talent thin on 
;the ground 

England’s rugby 

. i DMbir« m u.L. . some profoundly deaf Pre- 


protectionists win be in 

* ‘told VMl ca> 


f told you so’ mood 
■tonight when the Allied 
■Dunbar Premiership 
(returns to centre stage 
i»fter five weeks of 
'European competition. 
Saracens » Richmond and 
.Newcastle are all i n 
action and, as Chris Hewett 
reports, there will be 
;few Anglo-Saxons in 
(evidence. 


,l wM lake Clive Woodward 
rather less than an hour to dri- 
ve from his home near Maid- 
enhead to Saracens* palatial 
shared stadium in Watford for 

♦ tonight's London derby with 
Richmond, but England's new 
coach may fed tempted to give 
; the whole thing a miss and sei- 
itle down to watch his old Bath 
‘colleagues embarrass them- 
; selves stupid in the latest in- 
stallment of the BBC’s 
.fly-in-the-dressing-room docu- 
: raentazy. After all. there will he 
more English players on tele- 
vision than he could hope to see 
•at Vicarage Road. 

Only 11 of the 30 players 
(scheduled to start this evening's 
Allied Dunbar Premiership 
•One fixture are available to 
: Woodward and a mere three 
positions - second row. open- 


^ side flanker and No 8 - will fea- 

• flirpi har.rl *4 


® ture head-to-head contests 
between English -qualified play- 
ers. Indeed, the foreign con- 
tingent might have been larger 
stiff had Gavin Johnson, the 
South African full-back, and 
Richard Wallace, the Irish wing, 
shaken off injuries in time to 
play for Sanies, or Scott-Quin- 
nell, the Welsh back row- for- 
ward, been ava i table to 
Richmond. 

Newcastle, who play 
Northampton at Kingston Park 
in the second of the matches 
postponed as a result of the 
death of Princess Diana, will 

f alse be two-thirds foreign. Iron- 
ically, one of the borne side's 
few Englishmen, Dean Ryan, 
plays only because his dub has 
lodged an appeal against a 
deeply questionable suspen- 
sion retrospectively imposed 
on Monday by the Rugby Foot- 
ball Union. 

Last week. Woodward re- 
ferred to a -nightmare sce- 
nario" in which certain 
positions would be dominated 
by non-English players. While 
the cosmopolitan flavour of 
the Vicarage Road encounter 
will not cause the coach any 
ji great loss of sleep, his interest 
will be confined to the contest 
.between the back rows, where 
Ben Clarke of Richmond has a 

golden opportunity to prove a 
■point against Tony Diprosc and 
Richard Hill. 

Any wailing and gnashing of 
* teeth from the "England for the 
English " brigade will fall on 


some profoundly deaf Pre- 
miership ears, however. Mark 
Evans, the director of rugby at 
Saracens, was quick to defend 
his polyglot selection yesterday, 
insisting that the positive as- 
pects of i he foreign influx far 
outweighed the negative-. 

"We need the highest pos- 
sible level of competition for 
our leading dubs and I think it 
is very hard to argue that a 
purely Anglo-Saxon competi- 
tion would hrmg that about.” he 
said. “Is it belter lor talented 
young English players to fight 
for a place in a top-quality side 
participating in a top-quality 
league, or would we prefer to 
use their birthright to guaran- 
tee them a place in a mediocre 
competition? The answer is 

obvious. 

"Besides, do we really need 
180 English players in the Pre- 
miership? \Vc*re only looking 
to pick 15 at international lev- 
el after all. There may be the 
odd problem in particular po- 
sitions - outside-half, for in- 
stance - but then, if you lease 
Rob Andrew and Stuart Barnes 
to one side, we haven't pro- 
duced a stand-off of Lions 
quality for 30 years anyway.” 

Richmond, who head the 
Premiership on the strength of 
their comfortable victory over 
London Irish on the opening 
day of the campaign, prefer 
Earl Va'a. the Western Samoan 
World Cup player, to Adrian 
Davies, the Welsh internation- 
al. at stand-off and field three 
more southern hemisphere ; 
players in their back division - 
Matt Pint, Steve Cottrell and Ja- 
son Wright 

Llanelli feeling more secure ; 
than ar any time in the last three ■ 
years after raising more than 
£500,000 from a do-or-die ■ 
share issue, are still refusing to 
pay the. £10.000 fine imposed by 
Hcincken Cup director in the • 
wake of their violent pool ’ 
match in Pau last month. Ron 
Jones, the Scarlets’ chairman, 
said yesterday: "The fine will 
noL be paid until we receive sat- 
isfactory answers as to why we 
have been fined. We still don’t ; 
know what rules we arc meant • 
to have breached or under 
what charges we have been ; 
dealt with." 

Jones has asked the Welsh . 
Rugby Union to intervene on : 
Llanelli’s behalf. European 
Rugby Cup officials have im- : 
posed a 21 October deadline for ' 
payment of the fine. 

# Rob Andrew said yesterday ■ 
that he was surprised by the crit- ; 
icism of both himself and the ; 
Newcastle owner. Sir John ; 
Hall, by Fran Cotton, the Lions j 
manager, in his new book My \ 
Pride of Lions. 

“I was a bit surprised about ■ 
Han’s comments.” Andrew sakL . 
“Both Sir John and Fran are 
similar characters - they’re dy- \ 
namic, enterprising individuals : 
who believe in what they are : 

fighting for, and they are bound ; 
to clash occasionally on what ; 
they see as the future of rugby” ? 



Naseem Named prepares yesterday for what he has 
called his “British finale” fight, his World Boxing Or- 
ganisation featherweight tide defence against Jose 
Badillo, a Puerto Rican. Speculation has been growing 
that the bout will m ark his last appearance in this 
country for some time. Although Frank Warren’s 


camp denied rumours that the promoter had been 
talking to the American Home Box Office network 
last week, they did not contradict reports that a Fight 
for Hamed against Kevin Kelley in New York in De- 
cember would be announced after Saturday’s contest. 

Photograph: Peter Jay 


CRICKET 


Waqar holds up South Africa 


Henry 6 lofekf 
reports from Rawalpindi 


Pakistan 345-9 
v South Africa 


The last two Pakistan wickets, 
which have so far added 1 14 
runs, have transformed this 
first Test match. In mid-after- 
noon, rain having delayed the 
start for three hours, Pakistan 
were 231 for 8 before Azhar 
Mahmood, in his first Test, and 
Vtbqar Younis put on 74 for the 
ninth wicket against' a side 
which was two bowlers short. 

- Azhar is a capable batsman 
with pretensions of being a gen- 


uine all-rounder while Wfcqar 
knows more about batting than 
many No Hfc. Playing proper 
strokes for the most part, they 
showed that there was nothing 
wrong with the slow pitch. 

In (he hour before lea. 
when lhe South African 
bowlers were on top after tak- 
ing the early wickets of Moin 
Khan and Saqlain Mushcaq. 
they were content to do little 
more than survive apart from 
the odd flourish by Waqar. 

By the time the interval 
came the South Africans were 
beginning to show frustration. 
Afterwarcls the game changed 
as they became more and 
more desperate for a wicket 


and Azhar and Waqar went 
about their business with 
something of a swagger. 

South Africa were without 
Bren Schultz, who had hurt his 
shoulder while throwing on the 
first day and was off the field. 
Then, Brian McMillan, who had 
bowled only 10 overs on Mon- 
day. bowled one more before 
tea and then went off. He re- 
turned later to field but he did 
not bow] again having also hurt 
himself when throwing. 

Hansie Cronje’s hope was 
that AD an Donald's pace would 
do the trick, but it was blunted 
by the slowness of the pitch and 
Azhar and Waqar began to 
play pretty welL Shaun Pollock 


{OMntoftr 2* tor £9 

tvw Knen Km b DonaSd — r 

Azhar Mahmood not out ... 72 

8ac*ati Uottaq tm b FcAock .... 0 

Haris tow bPosoek 45 

Uu^taQ Atmed net out ■* 

Extm {bB til nbti — ... -SO 


(eont); 7-230 8-231 9-305 
Boaftn fm daaa): DiiMdaB!-MS« SdUtt 6- 
4»i:Pme3i~V ' vttfcn n-4-e<*»rn- 
CW39--D31-Z KsflB 7-3-feO; Cranp 44.-04 
SOUTH AFRICA: *W J CronjA GKWBn. A M 
Butfx. j H Kaflia. □ J ettewn. 0 M Mdffan. 
S M Mode ID J MwdNA P L Symcat. A 
A Dcnatt 8 N SctxJtt 
Umpires: 8 Ntenkatraiagahn (rite) and Jned 
AktUr (PttJBtan) 


BASKETBALL 


RUGBY LEAGUE 


Anxious wait for Nemeth ; Relief for Oldham players 


The England coach, Laszlo 
Nemeth, may have to endure 
watching four consecutive days 
of Budweiser League and 
League Trophy games before 
knowing how many of his play- 
ers will be fit for the opening 
game in their European Cham- 
pionship group, in Denmark on 
Wednesday. 26 November. 

Nine games are scheduled 
between the previous Thursday 
and Sunday, with Chester Jets 
facing Derby Storm and Lon- 
don Towers at home to 
Sheffield Sharks only hours 
before the team assemble on 
Sunday evening. 

Nemeth is likely to select up 
to five players from clubs on the 
Continent, where many leagues 
have scrapped their pro- 
grammes for the weekend pre- 
ceding the championship 
games. But with probably half 
the squad to come from league 


dubs, Nemeth will anxiously be 
scanning for injuries. 

England’s schedule has 
been known since May, but ac- 
cording to the league's chief ex- 
ecutive. Mike Smith, the 
English Basketball Association 
only recently requested the 
postponement of some games. 

The request was on the agen- 
da of a meeting last night be- 
tween the league and the 
association, before which Smith 
said: "There are many implica- 
tions lo be considered. "As yet no 
preparation is planned for the 
team before playing Germany in 
a friendly in Dusseldorf on Mon- 
day, 24 November. 

The first round of fixtures is 
completed against Spain in 
Plymouth on Saturday 29 No- 
vember and against the 
Ukraine in Guildford tbe fol- 
lowing Wednesday. 

RJchord Toytor 


j Oldham players should be free 
j to find new dubs from tomor- 
• row, according to the players' 
■; union which is representing 
. them. 

Nick Grimoldby, the ebair- 
i man of the Rugby League Play- 
’ ers’ Association, said that the 
j players - who are owed two 
; months’ wages -should receive 
: their P45s tomorrow. 

“Our understanding is that 
. they should then be free agents 
j and able to sign for other 
: clubs,” said Grimoldby. "The 
: League wants to hold their 
I registrations, but if they do 
i not release them to rugby 
: league dubs then the players 
wSl have no choice but to ac- 
cept offers to play rugby union. 

"Tbey have no money to pay 
| their mortgages and there is no 
money for return tickets for 
players from Australia and 
New Zealand." 


The League is still waiting to 
hear from the Australian Rug- 
by League over its last-ditch ap- 
peal to have Gary ConnoOy and 
Jason Robinson, who are both 
under contract to the ARL, re- 
leased for the Test series against 
Australia next month. 

The League’s chief executive, 
Maurice Lindsay, said that there 
had been "delicate negotia- 
tions" which were not condi- 
tional on the ARL and Super 
League reaching a compromise. 

The New Zealand referee, 
Phil Houston, has been put in 
charge of the three-match series. 

The Student Rugby League 
has attracted sponsorship from 
Hogshead Ale Houses for 
league and cup competitions in- 
volving 70 institutions over the 
new season. The deal will also 
cover the first playing of a 
women's championship. 

DoveHodfield 


S PORTING DIG EST 


iAmerican football 

• -'The London Monancri^ otftfw Wtortd 
■League at American Poottoi. was 
; renamed yesterday as the Bggg 
■Monarcha After ptayng at Stamford 
, Bridge- fast season they mb to PjW 
.. . three home games at Crystal rateca 
:and two games outsicte London dur- 
' lira the 19 93 season. The dies ana 
jjivi5nuesout5>de London w* be named 
Vnaxtweait ■ 

. ^■ferrsJ.Davli ran tor 171 jw*and 
-ended adeefcne toW quarterwjtoa 
ona-yard touchctown run as theues^ 

ver Bunds beat the New Eng®* 
: Patriots 34-13 on Monday nigra m a 
! same between the NFLS last two tffr 


Wtotem Division 

San Francisco 4 1 

SSS I 3 S S 

Malta 0 5 82 06 


Athletics 

Contenders for European Chan* 
nrmBrtpB and Commonwealth Games 
w* be abla to concentrate on one 
dosed trial meetfag, next yeans Bupa 


Cricket 

Bangladesh witoir Nw* Zealand nect 
month to p Jay three one-day Inter- 
nationals. They qualified to play 
fenltod-overs internationals five 
montits ago when they won the In- 
ternational Cricket Championship. 
They wi also play tiree tour-day 
matches against New Zealand. 

The Gtamoroan captain, Matthew 
Maynard, wf lead England against 


ftfechke, are to be c harged wfth sus- 
pfcton of atMnbterfriQ drugs to minors 
as part of a crirwial investigation hto 
doping diring the 19701s and 1980b 
in taa German sport 


TRANSFER: Jftson Peake (defender} 
Brighton to free; Christa Wtamn (strfc- 
art Southampt o n to Bournemouth. un~ 
deemed. 


Common 

or*— — 


LATVIA SOUAD (WMd Cap QuaDler ■ 
Scotland, Celtic Park, Saturday): K*r- 
avsyev fFSV ZWickau, Qat), Labans [Ston- 


FootbaJI 


WORLD CUP Group TVra (Chlsnau): 
Motdove 0 Potand 3 UuskmveJt 2B 53. 67) 


SSL^c^ewoi^SwidK to Q r- 

rroftsaW- 'It Is greet news for Wish 

a***** StfS 

to favour at having one tried. It makes 
^Lnse and is an e xample o f ma n y as- 
u.. sort wwi fl Innether to 


NFL: Denver 34 New Entfanti 13. 
i American football Conference 
i tbrnmomm w L F 


Maynard, wil lead England arainst 
New Zealand on the three-day Cririf- 
st Max tow thte beghs on 31 Octo- 
ber. Abo in tbe tz-strong squad of 
English lions is PhBp DeFrettsa. 
Chris LBvris and Bobir Srrttii 
Frank Komp Is to leave M6 post as 
KBrth director of cricksidevelopmert 
to become cricket operations manager 


UtflM w r — - 

make a common sense 


for the Erwbnd and Wales 
Boand on October 7?. 


BBC1 announced yesterday they wS 
screertng Rve both ie® of Uverpooft 
second-round Itefa Op tfe against 
Strasbourg, in France on 21 October 
and back at Airfield on 4 November. 
The defenders Marcus hU (Coven- 
try) and Mchaef Dubeny (Chaisea) 
and tiie striker Bruce Dyer (Crystal 
Palace) have withdrawn from the 
England Under-21 squad for Friday's 


Ivanov (Stoma ft 
Moscow). Zetnlin 
Lobanov (Metadum 


ftgal. Trodsky (CSKA 
inlay ISkonto Real 
ig ZaporuiutiyB. \)U% S 


(Kaisol G noeimi 
dpafttetoanfePM) S 
(London Scottten), D Lee (Loryton 
C Matter {Wateortansl M llon- 
unay (Vtowck), S 
aiy (WHtBonianaj, B 
oxtxa^i (Kefsoj. D 
(Gteegow Hawte) 


(Stonto ftpa), Babhdwv (Sonto RtgA 
Pakhar (Saanfo ftgal BJagooadatfidki 

pkonto ftg* RWaa ®ngBftga Aus, Gw}, 

YWI a vy o v (ktetafcrg Zapcraftgiya lfo% 


Tennis 

The top seed Yevgeny KafeWtov was 
treated for a sore beck on his way to 
a 6-4, 7-5 defeat by Stavaklais Kami 
Kucera in the ffrst round of the CA- 
Trophy in Vtema yesterday. Sergj 
Bruguara, the second seed, was 
beaten on Monday 


European Championship wfth Italy h 
FSetiThe mstager, Peter Tartar, is not 
seeking replacements. 

CanSff Cftyb Lee PhBps and Oxford 
Urttecft Anthony Wright have been 
drafted Into the Wales Under-ZJ 
squad for Friday^ match gainst Bel- 
gum Under-21 n Brussels, in place 
of Swansea^ Jonathan Coates and 
Gareth Roberts of Liverpool 
Some of foattfflite recent greats wi 
day it Man in a farawel match tor the 
former Mbn and Italy captaia Ban- 
co Bares. Maradona, Romano, 2foo, 


iNmEngkmd. . 4 

• iNY- Jett' . 4 

:arfteio ■ a 

ifcteml "3 

.Irxtehfipots 0 

CwtirafOfrWtw 
iJactawwie • 4 

FStirtwigh 3 

Baltnwr 3 

JCnorvaft J 

jlamessee t 

WMtsmOlrtsfcHi 
■ Denwr 1 ® 

KaTOfla City 4 

-San Diego 3 


L F A 

1 W3 V 

2 157 

2 IS 128 


3 ? S 


Baseball 

safes 341- 


Cycling 

Bdglurrtb Johan Museeuw derided 


5 6fi ® 


1 131 2L 

2 ® W 

3 161 SI 

4- 54 128 


6 0 « K 

4 2 ® M 

5 3 102 126 

9. 3 - HP 13 4 


^ Oakland 2 4 St ms 

. National Footbafl Conference 
-Eastern WvWon _ 

Dalai • . • 3 2 & 3 


Basketball 

The Russian chamratm cska 

bankruptcy .The 
which has been urable to 
SamS* sponsor for the lasttwo 

5^7Sn3>KJItsplay«s>«» 

January. 


after a tang work-out yestBiday thM 
he w« defend his world road race 


Vteshngtti 


rNYdant* 3 

PMadetpna 2 

ArtBona ■ -t 

! central Division 
■. Ttetipa Bay S 


3 2 60 73 


3 3 ** OO 

2 3 90 09 

r 4 96 104 


i ct sr 


UrmfisotS' 4 2 155 HT 

■:dSm 3 3 « *. 


CflfcAB 0 


0,6 78 US 


Boxing 

Andnej Gofota has r^jradto te 

his flrst-TWJid 

^ Counci heavyw^ht titie figftt 
r^turday. J™ ’ 

Stter neurological teste later the 
week. 


tftte on Sixiday despite a reoflience 
of the tefoev trouble he suffered n 
the Tour de Franca 
Tbrtten HtectarBrite moment of gtory 
was upset when the old East German 
national anthem was played anertiw 
Qerman hed won the menb world 
junior tima trtel gold. German »eo- 
OrewtisitedderishelySiheaftfiOT 
which vanned with German uvfi- 
catanih 1990. 

JUNIOR WORLD TIME THlAL S (San Se- 
bastfaL Sp): Men psfcmM THfedrann 
(Ge») 35RS) 56sec; 2 M + 

1SW" X A Martov (RuS) * feec Wmw. 
(tastaB):! 0 ZabeSreteS 

Msec; 2 S HuBtBCfwr (Geri +3Ssec; 3 M 

Catfoaa (Sp) +37. 


Goff 

WORLD RANKINGS (USitotasSSM 
i G Norman lAia) TLMpts; 2TWbod& 1 


7 M Cfcaki (Jep®i) 9Z2; 8 M OfMeam 806; 

8 D Love 1806; TO P Mttcekon 802; 11 
Ju Leonard 7D7; 128HOW B87; 13SEk- 
ington (Aus) 648; 14 F Couples 648; 15 N 
FStio (&igj B4Z Setecte±T7 BLanw 
(Ger) &7l IB J Pamevfc (Sws) 556 22 1 


TODAY’S 

NUMBER 


Drugs In sport 

Two" former East German swknrrang 

coadiea aetBrUKtemannara\tato 


wibe to a Rest of the World squad 

wtichwipiayaMknsafedionatthe 

Sat Sra on 2B October. Bares wi toad 
a Wan team which wS ridude the 
Dutch trio of Marco Van Basten, Ruud 
Gutt and Frank Rjkaard. 

lntern 82 iorete wfl play IfcyaS national 
team in Varese on Saturday In a 
chartiy match to raise fonds for (talyk 
earthquake victims. 

The wigan dafereter Scott Green has 
been banned for three matches after 
his fifth booking of toe season at 
Grimsby on Saturday. 


(Ger) 5711s j Pamev* (Swe) 556 22 ( 
Wbosnam fttel) 534. 31 L Westwood (Eng) 
3S7. 35 D Ctarka (N Irf) 363. 43 C Rocca ft) 
3f7. 46 P4J Johamson (S>m) 30T. 69T Qom 
(Den) 226 

The European Ryder Cup captar. 
Sew Balssteraa has been named the 
Eubpean Hurt Johnrfe Vfeher GoBer 
of the Monto for September Mowing 
IDs ridefc victory at Valdarrama. 


300,000 


Rugby Union 

Scott Hastfogs has been recalled to 
the Edtaburgh side for their final 
Euooean Conference pool math wlfo 
Perpignan at Gddenacre on Sunday. 
Hasttogs has recovered from the 
calf injury which kept him out of the 
72-24 defeat at Newcastle and is one 
Of four changes. 

SCOTLAND SQUAD (Dubai Sevens, 4-6 
Dec): G Aitchiaon (Kelso). N Broughton 
(Morose), G Bums (WatsonensX A 


Tbe number of unsold 
tickets for the 1998 Win- 
ter Olympics that the 
Nagano Organising Com- 
mittee hope efispose of 
before the Games begin 
in four months’ tima Tick- 
ets are stffl available for 
prestige events like the 
opening ceremony and 
the figi^e skating. 
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GOLF 


Mickelson caught 
out by seedings 


Busy Phil Mickelson has 
missed out on a day off 
at the World Match Play 
Championship, which 
starts at Wentworth 
today. Andy Farrell reports . 


kept going with Donald and it 
was a long time before Cronje, 
who is suspicious of spin, turned 
to his off-spinner, fttt Syrncox. 

% then both batsmen were 
well set and hard though Sym- 
cox tried to unsettle them with 
changes of flight and pace, 
runs came freely off him. 

(Second flby of fw; PNosttf) won lossf 
PAKISTAN - RfW tarings 


Phil Mickelson, in the third 
week of his autumnal European 
excursion, was hoping for a day 
off yesterday. “1 wanted to go 
into London and see your 
beautiful tity.” the American 
said. "I didn’t think I would be 
playing on Thursday." 

After being a member of the 
losing US team at Valderrama 
and then playing in tbe German 
Masters last week, Mickelson 
has arrived in tbe leafy corner 
of Surrey for a second crack at 
the Toyota World Match Play 
Championship- As one of the 
four players in the top 10 in the 
world here, he expected a bye 
to Friday’s second round. 

With three of the four ma- 
jor winners being absent. Mick- 
elson had a point. But the 
World Match Play, founded 
33 years ago by Mark McCor- 
mack of the International Man- 
agement Group, has always 
had its oddities. 

Ernie Els, the US Open 
winner, is the No 1 seed as be- 
fits his status as three-times 
champion. The South African 
has yet to be beaten in nine 
matches on the West Course. 
When he enquired some time 
ago. Mickelson was told tbe pol- 
ity was to go down the world 
rankings. "It makes sense since 
IMG also run the world rank- 
ings, don’t they," he mused. 

In feet, Steve EUtington - no 
prizes for guessing be is man- 
aged by IMG - has been seed- 
ed two on the basis of his win 
in Tbe Players’ Championship, 
while Colin Montgomerie, Eu- 
ropean No 1, and Nick Price, 
tbe leading player not otherwise 


first thought of. are seeded 
three and four. 

Elkingion is ranked 13th in 
the world, three places below 
Mickelson. “If 1 was an IMG' 
player. I'd expect them to do the 
best for me," the American 
said. "1 think il was done to gel 
one of their clients into the 
seeds.” Instead. Mickelson, 
who lasted only one match last 
year, plays Frank Nobilo in the 
Gist round. “So Frank and I will 
have a good game and HI get 
lo see lhe golf course two more 
times. No problem." 

McCormack called the 
strength of the field "extraor- 
dinarily good". That is one 
view. Another is that il is solid, 
with 10 of the players in the 
world's lop 23, but lacks 
sparkle, especially without the 
Masters champion Tiger 
Woods, an IMG client- "We 
knew even before Augusta that 
Tiger’s schedule made it diffi- 
cult for him lo play." McCor- 
mack said. "He is defending two 
titles on lhe US tour and has a 
commitment with Nike to go to 
Japan at the end of tbe month. 
With the Ryder Cup, his au- 
tumn was jam-packed. But we 
are optimistic he will play next 
year" 

Jesper Parnevik. who plays 
th twice winner Tan Woosnam 
on Thursday, has not hit a ball 
since going down with a stom- 
ach virus during the Sunday 
night celebrations at Vhlderra- 
ma_ He spent 24 hours on an IV 
drip in a Stockholm hospital, 
but in typical Parnevik style, 
checked himself out in order io 
attend his regular Friday night 
bridge session. “I still feel tired, 
but the stomach pains have 
gone away," he said. 


DRAW KM WORLD MATCH PLAY CHAM- 
PtONSH]PrWBftt*sftb}RittiDUiidfnptBB9 
dontfs. aoodrwi : &J P&mevi, lSu») v I V*x»- 


darx«aaac*i^:8JPMnav6(Sw)vlWbC3fi- 
namBSB); BAlMni (l« v F HbUo (NZ); 
88 naan (US) v 0 Owta (GB); 7-V sngh (Ff) 
*■ nod round: 


« T Wbtanebe (Japan). Second round: 
( TW n tn* or Wbo mam v 1-E Bs ISA): Mcfc- 
abon or NotAo v 4+J Price (Zimb)-. Fawn or 
Ctortie v 8C Montgomerie (GB); Smgh or 
Waiansfce v 2-S Emgton (Aus) 


TENNIS 


Becker takes charge of 
German Davis Cup team 


Boris Becker has found himself 
a job to fill in the hours left va- 
cant by his decision to retire 
from Grand Slam events. 

The 29-year-old former 
Wimbledon champion is to 
take over tbe running of Ger- 
many's Davis Cup team from 
the current captain and man- 
ager, N3ri Pflic. 

The 5&-year-old Pflic was ex- 
pected to step down around the 
end of next year, but the Ger- 
man federation said its decision 
to replace him before that did 
not indicate any dissatisfac- 
tion with his performance, but 
was more about seizing the 
chance to take on Becker, who 
is to be team manager. Pflic will 
remain a consultant to the fed- 
eration for the next two years. 

Carl-Uwe Steeb, the former 
Davis Cup player, who helped 
Germany to their first triumph 
in tbe competition in 1988, was 
named team captain. He and 
Becker w3J both have a say in 
team selection, but Becker wfll 
have overall responsibility. 


It was not all pats on the 
back for Becker yesterday, par- 
ticularly in Vienna where the di- 
rector of the CA Trophy, Leo 
Gunther Humer, called on the 
ATP Tour to take sanctions 
against him and Andre Agassi 
for their late withdrawals from 
this week's tournament which 
features Tim Henman and 
Greg Rusedski. 

Humer will ask for ranking 
paints to be deducted from 
Becker and Agassi on Friday, 
when tbe ATP Tour board con- 
venes in the Austrian capital. 

Even before Humer's sug- 
gestion the topic was under 
consideration by the Tour, fol- 
lowing a similar incident in 
Basle, where Pete Sampras, 
Patrick Rafter and Gustavo 
Kuerten all bowed out at short 
notice. 

Agassi gave no explana- 
tion for pulling out of the CA 
Trophy, while Becker said that 
be was injured. The Vienna 
tournament was Becker’s 10th 
withdrawal this year. 


CA-TROPHVMmm): HretiwndKItowa 
[Slovak) H Y KataMcDV (Rus) 647-60 R I Km- 

bnsieaisg&ts 

T Muster (AuJ) bt H Arazl (Mof) B-2 B-2. 
Mtahasl Chang, toe top seed, tost In 
straight sets to the American 
Jonathan Staik In the first round of the 
Singapore Open yesterday 
SINGAPORE OPEN Rns! round: B Blade 
(Bm) W O Wheaton (IIS) &-2 64; M Tfcb- 
Out lAia) fat P Mc&roe (US) 0-3 6 -2: C 
WBdnson (GB) hi K Cwteen (tten) MM 
62; V Spaces (US? tt A totteseuJQad 


ATP TOURNAMENT (FBdwMsdt, Gar) 
Finn round: A Koumkow* (Rus) fat B 
Schstt (Aut) 6-3 7-8; M J Fernandez (US) 
W A Htewr (GeO 64 64; N Zvereva (Bela) 
M C Martinss (Sp) 6-1 641 


UA SATELLITE TOURNAMENT (Wknri): 
Second round (GB unless stated): D 


Second round (GB unless stated): 0 
SapetarfMC Bennett 64 4 - t rw.NWtate 
ttA Foster 6-2 2-1 ret B Ccwon bi N GoiJd 
64 60; M Lee U A Gonzalez (Sp) 6-3 7-5: 
A Paw b* J Fax 64 64; N Woa) bl P 
Robinson 6-3 64; G Eteeneer (Bel) bl L 
KWgan 6-1 6-Z 


D-£T Y JOWjJg uo; WI r ms s tg uu iwm/ 

B4 64; J Stark (US) bt M Owm B® ^6 
7-R M Biw ICN) bt J GaneWob (US) i8-2 
64. Selected doubles, second roun d: D 


GB SQUAD (Maureen Connolly Trophy* 
US, LancMMre Heelth and Racquet 
CM), Manchester Z3-25 Oct): LWooOutte 
(Surrey). L Latimer (WfartwAshfro J, A To«t- 
o*f (Ksm). M Wa ln wrtgTfl (Esa«). A Janes 


64 Selected doubles, second round: D 
Wheaton (US) and C WBWnson (GfflW M 
Woodfande ends Draper (Aus) 64 7-6 


TODAY’S FIXTURES 


Football 

rJOtntea swarf 
BaVS SCOTTISH LEAGUE 
PRafER DIVISION 

Wlmsmoc* v llotiietwtfl (745) 

FA CARLSBSW VASE Swond 
lowfe rwtajs: Conssnv Manta; 

(ten V radtwtan; M* KA v SsndMl Bor- 
ough (7A5); TJBton Keynes v Brinodown 
HohWS (745) 

IMBOND LEAGUE Render DMNac Boston 
Utd v Emley; WnsJcnJ v ftrcom Bel Diw- 


*xr i^sley'CBltovWNBByBw; LkBoln tod 
v Belpec WWttiy w Bradtora Pb« ftnmo. 


DR HWnBIS LEAGUE CUP HnuaredfM 
leg; BMdodt v Htetegc Corty vBraddey (7^: 
ftrotsffl v OORtBBKr; Pagei Rangers v Sot- 
ted Borough (745); Heart v VfeymoUh (7453: 
Fterefe v Rsttwe*; setetoy v Ttostirkfce 
(7.45); St Lsoneids Stamcrtrft v Erith 
8ertdere(74$ 

PONnNS LEAGUE Pitartw DMskm: Asaxi 
VBe v Bferfe p iMm pm: Lee* v SheffieW 
VMwsdsy (TOyst kwx); Nottin^iam For- 


AVON IN8UWUUX COMBINATION Fli« DP 
vhdon: Cterton v Was Hm Bte; jpswWv «f 
Ut»a$ (75); ftremoMh * Totiartiam (ty: 
Southampton v Queen* Park Ra ngers («s» - 
pteHOcd); \ABtord * CSietea (eS Nonhwrxxl); 
vOnttem v Swtodon (2i? (at Ptot^r Larw) 

BTHUiaN LEAGUE RrrtDMdwiiGtoydon 
v Romtard (74S). Third DJvWon: Trtog v 
wmga» S Fhcrtey. 

ARNOTT INSURANCE NORTHERN 
Rrtt fflvWon: Bedngton tarTters « Reniith. 
JEW80N WESSEX LEAGUE: East Cones Wa 
» Wlrtwiw; R«neey v Downina 
8CREWFK DIRECT LEAGUE PraRritf DM- 

More Tfcraon w Brldpcil P45L 
UHLSPORT LEAGUE CUP First round: 
StamfHd V Floewei Cortrthtaro. 

UNUET SUSSEX COUNTY LEAGUE FMDI- 
vtstar Eaabcume Ttem v Saltdean 
PRESS A JOURNAL HIGHLAND LEAGUE: 
Mi City v Cow Rangers Nan Coutiy v Fart 


sit v Li«nxxti(nD); Trsnmere v Preston (72X 
Rist DNMon: Olcfam v 8cdnn f7Et Second 


HntOMdoK 

DMeian: teartpod v araetmuY iok ubi^b 
v Burtty (TV): Sheffield Ujrf v Rxh&to (71?; 
Wreaham v 8todocr1 JHJ; VMM On 
( 7DL TWrd DMmok Buy v Nawcastia; Wigan 
* ScvbQrwgh POL Lsegos Cup Group 
Two: Scunthorpe w4jddersfWd im 


Speedway 

CRAVEN SHIELD, tlrsl round, second leg: 
ICngS Lym v feartch (74S). 


Rugby Union 

ALLIED DUNBAR PmmlenMp One: Naw- 
gb&IIb v Northanpton (730): Saracens v 
Hdwondcam 


! mexastt. 


i 

I Virgin Diretft Persongt Financial Serviw* i 
I _ _ - b. record^! - -M-# 


wfd'ity. all calls to viipin Direct 
of cover, cote from S6.78. 


I 
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Ince the enforcer determined to play out his final summer in France 


Paul 1 rice’s experience of 
playing in Italy could 
prove hugely influential 
for England in Saturday’s 
World Cup qualifier. Mike 
Rowbattom hears how 
The Guv*nori hopes to 
rule in Rome. 


Glenn Hoddle will not have it 
that the match against Italy rep- 
re sen is the last chance for Eng- 
land players such as Paul Ince 
to sample what he refers to as 
the "crime de la creme 7 ' - the 
World Cup finals. 


England’s coach pointed 
out the fact yesterday that 
Franco Bares played in the last 
Worid Cup final for Italy at 36. 
“if you are good enough at 18 
or 36 you have got a chance in 
my squad," he said. 

Encouraging sentiments for 
Ince, who turns 30 on 21 Oc- 
tober. But he is not wholly con- 
vinced. “For me and a few 
others this is probably the last 
chance of playing in the World 
Cup finals,” he said- “It’s a big. 
big game that I want to win.” 

“The Guv’nor”, as he has 
come to be known in a career 
that has taken him from West 
Ham to Manchester United to 


Intemazionale to Liverpool, 
knows what it feels like to Call 
at this stage of the competition. 

He was a member of the 
England side who missed qual- 
ifying for the 1994 finals when 
, they lost 2-0 to die Netherlands 
in Rotterdam. 

“It was a big disappointment 
to get beaten by Holland,” he 
said “But at the back of my mind 
I thought maybe 1 would be in 
the same situation in four years' 
time. And now here we are.” 

face’s combative, assuring 
presence in front of the defence 
is likely to be one of the most 
influential factors in England 
carrying out Hoddle's stated 


Gascoigne’s change 
of focus sharpens 
England’s sights 


With three days to go to 
England's final World 
Cup qualifier in Rome, 
the spotlight is inevitably 
being turned on Paul 
Gascoigne. Will his 
return to Rome, where 
he played for Lazio, end 
in joy or tears? 

Problems may await 
Gascoigne, but Glenn 
Hoddle, the national 
coach, believes he is 
bound for glory. GJenn 
Moore was at Bisham 
Abbey to hear him 
explain why. 


According to the Italian press, 
if Paul Gascoigne returned to 
play for Lazio tomorrow they 
would sell 40.000 season tick- 
ets overnight. According to 
some of the English press, it is 
not only his former fans who are 
awaiting his return to Rome to- 
day - a photographer armed 
with a writ over an alleged as- 
sault and the Italian tax office 
also have a reputed interest 
from Gascoigne’s Roman pe- 
riod. 

Glenn Hoddle whose prepa- 
rations have already been dis- 
rupted by Les Ferdinand's 
withdrawal with a recurrence of 
his stomach muscle injury, re- 
fused to discuss either matter 
yesterday, saying ‘They are pri- 
vate.” It is clear, however, that 
he is anxious that Gascoigne is 
not distracted. 

In the past, the 30-year-old 
has had a habit of becoming 
over-hyped for key matches, no- 
tably the 1991 FA Cup Final 
which ended with him in hos- 
pital, and they do not get much 
bigger than a return to Rome 
for a World Cup qualifying de- 
cider. 


As Paul Ince noted: “He 
missed a lot of games in Italy 
and be will be anxious to show 
what he can do.” So far, how- 
ever, Gascoigne has seemed 
calmer and Hoddle wants to 
keep it that way. 

“I made sure we bad a good 
chat when he arrived on Sun- 
day to talk about the Moldova 
game. The way he approached 
that game was different, I'd not 
seen him prepare like that be- 
fore. He was more focused, qui- 
eter - a lot quieter - and then 
he performed. He has learned 
a lot from that. 

“Even the reaction after his 
goal 1 against Moldova], and the 
interview he had after was not 
the nor mal Gazza. I think it was 
the Gazza that is needed at this 
stage of his career and I think 
that will help in preparing for 
this game. I don't think he will 
get too carried away with the 
hype - he knows if we are go- 
ing to get a result it will be a 
team effort.” 

As if to underline this. Gas- 
coigne was not one of the play- 
ers whose exuberance led 
Hoddle to cut short Monday's 
training session. 

“He was playing with his 
head, not his heart,” Hoddle 
said. “I think he is under- 
standing that has reached a 
stage where, if he adapts, he can 
add something to his game. 

“He was a great runner with 
the ball, still is at times, but the 
balance now involves playing 
some excellent one and two- 
touch football. He is doing 
that more and more in training 
and it will make him an even 
better player. 

“The injuries have changed 
him, and he has grown up. Peo- 
ple do. The chats we had bad 
over a period of time have sunk 
in. He was always going to 
need time, but he is now learn- 
ing about himself and being a 
footballer. 
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ACROSS 

1 Old Bill, according to 
Carroll? (6.7) 

10 List tunes arranged for 


Dysfunctional people arc 
off these waders (5) 


plucky musicians (9) 

1 1 Note ancle of Enalan 


1 1 Note angle of England’s 
slow bon ier (5) 

12 Short stop for a butterflv 
15) 

13 Dire stage productions? 

(0) 

14 .Armstrong rested, with 

companion, on near side 
of moon (7) 

16 Italian banker in London 

street (7) 

15 Chap sick taking a cigar 

20 Sc short summer month, 
new pier displays orna- 
mental shrub f7) 

21 Volunteers in the second 
row (4.5) 


BelHni’s^irl not entirety 

Precipitation of constable, 
say. swimming? (8) 
Laments shanty develop- 
ment in 9, for example 
(62.5) 

DOWN 

A university fruit given 
name of one acting rou- 
tinely (9) 

Redheads using some of 
this. then, naughtily? (5) 
Dish to stir with love, pos- 
sibly (7) 

Station everybody sup- 
ports this month "(7) 
Lothario who may have 
damsel in a frenzy (6.3) 
Violin heard in the morn- 
ing at one? (5) 


S The Haydn work of one 
movement only? (5.SI 
9 Hastings is one translator 
of Red Sea stories ( “.6 > 

15 Meaningless plot. say. of 
book in 'author's hand (9) 
17 One nominated to build a 

power-station, with dou- 
ble energy (S) 

19 Game-bud of Amhridgc. 
for example (7) 

20 He throws party, in situ. 


perhaps, on the fir-a of 
January (7) 


January ( < ) 

22 Pecksniff’s jolly issue * (5) 

23 Horse carrying woman in 

Mountain Ash (5) 



aim of settling to play as natu- 
rally as possible. 

That will not be an easy 
proposition in front of a parti- 
san 80.000 crowd, but the 
prospect does not faze a play- 
er who has come through bar- 
rages of Italian abuse - some 
of it racist - in his time. 

His two years abroad was 
also sufficient for him to absorb 
the Italian way of footballing 
life, with all its smoothness 
and roughness. 

1 know the Italian mental- 
ity,” he said. “If they can stop 
a player like Gazza in our half 
rather than theirs, they will. 

“When I was at Milan, the 


coach, Ottavio Bianchi, said to 
me 'If you don't get the ball, get 
the player -and do it further up 
their part of the field than ours.’ 

“He didn’t mean take him 
out with a two-footed tackle. 
Nothing malicious like that 
Just something like blocking. 
The little tricks.” 

Ince knows his reception is 
likely to be predominantly hos- 
tile, but he faces the prospect 
with the easy confidence he 

demonstrated 11 days ago at 
Upton Park, when he laughed 
off the unrelenting boos and 
catcalls of a West Ham crowd 
still resentful at the manner of 
his departure eight years ago. 


That confidence has been 
underpinned by experience. 
He was a success in Italy, where 
other Brits have failed. And he 
now has a more secure position 
in the national side than he had 
under the previous manager, 
Tfcny Venables, who dropped 
him for a year after Ince had 
pulled out of the Umbxb Cup 
squad in the summer of 1995. 

Although Ince fitted back 
into the national side, he found 
it more difficult when he re- 
turned from Inter to play for 
Liverpool this season. 

“It took me quite a while to 
adjust to the pace,” he said. “In 
Italy it’s like, slow; slow, slow 


then quick m the final quarter, 
in E nglish football it’s quick, 
quick, quicker, quicker.” 

The pace of his life may be 
frenetic, but Ince is now steady- 
ing hims elf before one of the 
highest hurdles in his career. 

“We have gotto go out and 
do the business in Rome,” he 
said. “We had a good chance 
against Holland. We had a 
Aann» against Germany in 
Euro 96. Now we have anoth- 
er chance — and I think we are 
stronger and better equipped 
this time. 

“When we beat Italy in the 
Iburaoi. we had changed a lot 
of our squad but they were only 



Ince: ‘Saturday isahlg, 
game that ! very irnfrdi 
want to win’ 


missing Maid ini, and we 
comfortable. . 

“They got" beat and 
hurt them. You can't fqigefethat 
That will be &£ their imfldsamj- 


it will be in ours?" 


• ■•.■■iTj&r'V \ - 


*Tm a firm believer that if 
you look after body and mind, 
you can play until you are 35 or 
36 — if you adjust your game. 
One point is that this is his 
longest period of time in many 
years without a major injury. In 
the past be nearly always joined 
England when he was recover- 
ing from an injury.” 

This, of course, presumes 
that Gascoigne will play in 
Rome. Given Hoddle's support, 
it is hard to imagine he will not, 
although David Beckham or 
Steve McManaman could be 
handed the role of midfield cre- 
ator. 

Neither seems likely, al- 
though Hoddle did caution “if 
selected” when asked if he 
thought Italy would man-mark 
Gascoigne. He added: “Not if 
they play the midfield I expect 
them too. though in a way , I 
hope they do.” Was this mind 
games for the Italian press 
corps, or was it based on solid 
tactics? 

Hoddle has the same 
quandary over Gianfranco Zola 
as Cesare Maldini, the Italian 
coach, has over Gascoigne and 
he said: “To man-mark you 
have to reshape the team and 
I don’t want to do that, but 
whether Zola is playing well or 
below par, you always feel that 
he can turn a game with a mo- 
ment of magic. In a game that 
I don’t think will see many 
chances, he is obviously a ma- 
jor threat. 

“But we also have players 
who can create magic - Gas- 
coigne, Steve McManaman, 
Paul Scboles, Ian Wright-. It is 
hard to stop because often the 
player doesn’t even know how 
they do it It is instinctive, you 
can’t coach it. It is whether you 
can bring it out of them at the 
moment it is needed” 

Hoddle. who still has 23 fit 
players, will not replace Ferdi- 
nand who was sent back to Tot- 
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Air time: Paul Gascoigne heads for Rome during England training Photograph: Peter jay 




ten ham after a scan revealed era l ion or further rest "U's a England a different option, 

further problems with his on- blow," said Hoddle but. in but he would only have start- 
going stomach injuty. truth, it is more of a blow to ed on the bench on Saturday. 

The dub will then decide Gerry Francis, the Tottenham “I'm happy with what I’ve got." 

whether he needs another op- manager. Ferdinand does offer Hoddle said. 


Altered state for Souness 


Graeme Souness’ three-month 
reign as manager of Torino 
ended yesterday, hut he is slav- 
ing on at the club to help in the 
Italian club's “strategic devel- 
opment”. although what that 
role entails is unclear. 

Massimo ViduJich. the Tori- 
no president, confirmed 
Souness* departure yesterday 
morning before announcing 
the appointment of the former 
Brescia manager Edoardo Reja. 

Souness. who resigned as 
manager of Southampton in 


May, said he remained com- 
mitted to the Italian club and had 
taken on a different role. “When 
I accepted the position at Tori- 
no. I realised there was a wry dif- 
ficult job to be done.” he said. 

“The club had brought in 15 
new players before I arrived. 
But. despite this, I was confident 
that, given sufficient time. 1 
would achieve the sort of suc- 
cess that this great club and its 
supporters deserve. The board 
has now derided to pursue a new 
course. I remain committed lo 


I he club and I have, therefore, 
agreed with the board that Twill 
now lake a wider role in strate- 
gic development of Torino." 

The tenuous nature of 
Souness' new role has fuelled re- 
ports that he could return lo 
Ibrox and fink up with his for- 
mer Rangers assistant. Walter 
Smith, although this was denied 
yesterday by the Rangers chair- 
man. David Murray. Smith re- 
placed Souness in 1991, when the 
former Scotland captain moved 
to Liverpool as manager. 



CRICKET 


China among targets for expansion plans 


Australian and New Zealand 
cricket chiefs are lo target Chi- 
na. Japan and other Asia-Pacific 
countries in an attempt to find 
new nations lo play the sport. 

The Australian Cricket 
Board's chief executive. Mal- 
colm Speed, outlined the pro- 
ject at the launch of the new 
season Down Under at the 
Melbourne Cricket Ground 
yesterday. 

“This is part of the In- 
ternational Cricket Council's 
push lo make cricket a global 
game.” he said. "We are look- 
ing at a number of potential 


countries where we might seek 
to develop the game, and these 
include China and Japan, 
where the huge populations are 
a big attraction. 

“The first stage will be to get 
some professional develop- 
ment officers and coaches into 
countries to put infrastructures 
in place.” 

Australia’s captain. Mark 
Taylor, used the occasion lo ap- 
peal to the ACB to resist ap- 
pointing separate captains for 
Tests and limited-overs games, 
as he thinks the position should 
be regarded as "sacred”. 


Glamorgan, the county 
champions, have been award- 
ed a gram of G.2m towards the 
construction of a centre of 
cricketing excellence at their 
Sophia Gardens headquarters 
in Cardiff. 

The grant, more than dou- 
ble the previous h ighest 
amount awarded by the Sports 
Lottery Foundation for Wales, 
will pay for an indoor cricket 
hall, comprising seven practice 
nets with back-up equipment lo 
videotape players’ perfor- 
mances, and is part of a 
planned £2llm redevelopment. 
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Swiss Watchmakers since 18 65. 


Available at selected branches of 
the Goldsmiths Group, one af'- 
the country's leading quality 

jewellers with over 125 branches 


nationwide. 


gold-smiths wa lk e r & h a lt 


m wum or * re£jR.Timi 


For your nearest stock!st call FREE 
ON 0800 GOLDSMITHS <0800 465376) 









